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FINAL 
CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF COMMERCE  

PARKS AND RECREATION COMMITTEE MEETING  
Monday, April 23, 2018 
2009 Township Drive  

Commerce Township, Michigan 48390 
 

CALL TO ORDER:  Chairperson Petsch called the meeting to order at 7:00pm at the 
Township Hall. 
 
ROLL CALL: Present:    William Petsch, Chairperson 

Rachel Kast, Vice Chairperson  
Barbara Garbutt  
Tim Wichert 
Bob Berkheiser 

     Linda Champagne  
  Absent:  Michelle Holmes, Secretary (excused) 
  Also Present: Emily England, Director of Senior Services/Parks and  
     Recreation 
     Jose Mirkin, DDA Member 
 
COMMUNICATIONS: 
None. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
MOTION by Garbutt, seconded by Wichert, to approve the March 26, 2018 Parks and 
Recreation Committee Regular Meeting Minutes as written.  

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
None. 
 
ITEM 1:  LEAGUE AND COMMUNITY SERVICE ORGANIZATION REPORT 
Commerce Little League – Paul Theriault, President, and Steve Fogel, Past 
President 
Mr. Theriault provided a handout and discussed the following with the Committee: 

• I appreciate everybody’s kind words about Opening Day on Saturday. 
o We had about 1,500 people at the park. 
o We had the local Fire Department. 
o Both Linda Champagne and Tim Wichert were in attendance. 
o T.J. Lang from the Lions threw out the first pitch. 
o It was a great day with beautiful weather. 

• This year, we have over 620 players, 51 teams in our spring league for house 
ball. 

• I just really wanted to talk about one issue that’s been at the core of our board 
meetings for the last few years, which is the partnership agreement or lease with 
the Township. 
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Mr. Theriault provided some history with regard to the league’s partnership with 
Commerce Township. He explained that Commerce Little League (CLL) has been 
around since 1954. The past president, Steve Fogel, was actually his coach back in the 
80s when he played. The league is a mission driven organization, with the objective to; 
Implant firmly in the children of the community the ideals of good sportsmanship, 
honesty, leadership, respect for authority, and teamwork so that they may grow to be 
good, strong members of their community. Mr. Theriault continued to review the 
handout with the Committee, including the league’s 501(c)(3) tax exempt status, their 
volunteer Board of over 30 individuals, and the hard work everyone puts in to the 
programs. Last year, they had about 1,200 players between spring and fall house ball, 
playing on the fields between April and November. 
CLL has been a pretty strong partner to the Township and the league appreciates the 
support and help they’ve received. In the last five years, CLL has spent over $330,000 
on improvements of the fields, the building and general maintenance. The league is 
aware that the Township spends a lot of money too; obviously there is a new parking 
lot, there's snow removal, utilities, cutting trees, et cetera.  
Every dollar raised by CLL goes directly into the programs and facilities. Other leagues 
that visit and play at Maple Glen are always impressed with the field conditions, the 
covered dugouts and grass infields. 
Mr. Theriault explained that the CLL Board would like to see the partnership 
agreement/lease with the Township signed for 5 years. The CLL Board is concerned 
with other sports activities, such as for-profit companies that come in and take over. It 
makes the Board nervous and they would appreciate the continued support and 
reassurance of the Township by re-extending the agreement for a 5-year lease. 
 
Chairperson Petsch thanked Mr. Theriault for the update. He discussed coaching and 
taking kids throughout the tri-state and beyond with championship teams. It is a great 
thing when the kids come and see the impressive facilities in Commerce. He felt the 
partnership between Commerce Township and Commerce Little League has been a 
great one. He didn’t think it would be a problem to extend the lease. It would need to be 
drawn up and approved by the CLL Board, the Township Board and the Township 
Attorney. He recognized the significant amount of money that CLL has put into the 
fields, and the great things they do for the kids. 
Mr. Berkheiser stated that the partnership agreements between the Township and the 
leagues/organizations would be a topic of discussion at the Joint Meeting next Tuesday 
between the Township Board and the Parks and Recreation Committee. All agreements 
are being reviewed in an attempt to consolidate them into a general agreement, so that 
everybody receives the same benefits. This has been in the Attorney’s hands for quite 
some time. Ultimately, there is a goal to finalize these agreements. In closing, Mr. 
Berkheiser stated that he understands, and he does not believe the Township Board 
has any desire to take over the fields. 
 
Discussions continued regarding updating partnership agreements, along with the 
commitments and benefits involved in these partnerships. 
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Interlakes Girls Softball – Tim Bailey 
Mr. Bailey discussed the following with the Committee: 

• Our season kicks off tonight and we have a warm day for it. We really don’t have 
an opening day ceremony so-to-speak. We had a scrimmage day on Saturday. 
Everybody starts at different times. 

• I mentioned to you last time that we had some girls who were doing some 
volunteer work with one of the local pantries. I also wanted you to know that we 
have a parent who does Cleats for Kids, which went international. A lot of 
equipment gets donated and it’s put out at a table at the beginning of the season 
for people to trade and swap. We had a lot leftover that wouldn’t be utilized, so a 
couple families were going down to Haiti. They took a load of equipment with 
them to Haiti; shoes, bats and used mitts. They actually taught some of the kids 
to play ball there, so that was cool stuff. 

• We’re getting through the challenge of the cold weather. We do not have water 
right now because we’re on well and septic. The concession stand is open in a 
limited manner and we are following all of the health department rules. 

 
Mr. Wichert – Are the bathrooms open yet? 
 
Mr. Bailey – They’re not open. 
 
Ms. England – They have to test the water and they couldn’t because of the weather. 
 
Mr. Bailey – We’re hoping by next week to have that done. We have some extra porta-
potties out there. 
 
Mr. Wichert – Is the rock at the entrance still a problem? 
 
Mr. Bailey – Yes, I think so. 
 
Ms. Champagne – The west entrance? 
 
Chairperson Petsch – Yes. 
 
Ms. Champagne – Yeah, it’s difficult to maneuver that. 
 
Friends of Byers – Karen Schantz, Jim Meenahan 
Mr. Schantz shared the following with the Committee: 

• Our Easter Bunny event was a lot of fun and went very well. We had 81 pictures 
taken. It was quite a large family event, and probably the most organized Easter 
event we’ve had. 

• May’s schedule will be to rehab the south side of the barn. We will use AZEK trim 
on the bottom to preserve it, and then reside the whole wall. We might also do 
around the door. We were going to come around to the front, but we are worried 
because the Byer’s Country Store sign is in such bad shape we’re afraid to take it 
down. We are reaching out to local artists to have that re-made. 

 
Chairperson Petsch – Definitely take some good pictures of that. 
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Ms. Schantz: 
• We have WWAM coming out on June 9th. Jim Meenahan will oversee that. 

 
Discussion took place between Mr. Meenahan, Ms. Schantz and Mr. Berkheiser 
regarding coordination with the Boy Scouts and WWAM for cleanup efforts. The cleanup 
usually begins at 9am and ends at 3pm. There are general 9-15 volunteers on the 
WWAM bus. Additional volunteers would be contacted for the June 9th event, including 
the high schools. 
 
Ms. Schantz discussed graffiti at Mill Race and potentially assembling a volunteer 
cleanup group for that effort also. She also relayed information on issues at Mill Race 
with teenagers loitering. Discussion continued regarding patrolling of the parks.  
 
Ms. Schantz continued: 

• We are working on the Vintage Event for August 11th. We’ve been scouting at the 
big craft and antique shows. We believe this will be one of the more successful 
events. 

• There will be another WWAM cleanup on September 29th. 
• The Boo Bash will be in October. 
• The barn has been busy. 
• There have been lots of visitors and people taking pictures on the grounds. 

 
CW3 Soccer – Chris Haney 
Mr. Haney stated that he would provide his update under Agenda Item 7, CW3 Soccer 
Presentation. 
 
No representatives were present at the meeting for the following leagues: 

• Lakes Athletics 
• Lakes Area Hawks  
• Michigan Mountain Bike Association 

 
ITEM 2: PARKS AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT REPORT 
Ms. England stated that things are going well at the Richardson Center, and discussed 
the following: 

• We’ve been busy. 
• All of the furniture has been delivered to the Richardson Center. 
• We’re getting everything put away. 
• The seniors are happy to be back in the building. 
• Events are full right now. 
• We sent out our newsletter for May, June, July and August. 
• It’s good to be back to our normal routine. 
• We are still waiting on the Health Department. 

 
ITEM 3: TOWNSHIP BOARD REPORT     
Mr. Berkheiser provided the following: 

• At our last regular meeting, Linda Champagne was reappointed for 4 years. 
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• A lot of the items we covered were geared toward the Fire Department; 
contracting, new roofs being put on 3 of the 4 buildings. 

• Using tri-party money, which comes from the Township, the County and the 
RCOC, two road improvement projects will be done.  

o The first project is to improve Farr Street as there are 6’ potholes there. 
That will take place this spring/summer.  

o The second project is at Oakley Park and Newton, where a turn lane will 
be put in. 

• The Boy Scouts are putting flags in the cemetery as an Eagle project. 
• You will see the old library building being torn down soon, within about the next 

two weeks. 
• The parking agreement for the Benstein Grille is being reviewed. There is still the 

possibility that this will free things up for the restaurant, the cemetery and for the 
trail access. 

• We’re moving forward with buying and getting a liquor license for the Richardson 
Center to handle some of the issues with party rentals. This is the easiest and 
cleanest way to accommodate customers. That will take 3 to 4 months and the 
Township Attorney was directed to move forward. 

 
Ms. Garbutt – Bob, what time are the Boy Scouts starting on Saturday? 
 
Mr. Berkheiser – These are teenage boys; we’re starting at 11:00am. I know some of 
the kids have sports commitments in the morning. 
It will be 11:00am-5:00pm, and we will meet at the Library, under the pavilion. The idea 
is they want to break up into teams, then go to different cemeteries at the same time. 
 
ITEM 4:  PARK LIAISON UPDATES 
Kast - Dodge Park 

• The park is looking good and there have been lots of people out using the 
playground. 

• There were lots of kids playing in the area that is sectioned off with caution tape. 
 
Garbutt - Long Park & Snowy Ridge Park 

• A lot of people have been walking at Long Park. 
• There are lots of migratory birds and ducks coming through. 
• The park is looking pretty good. 
• The entrance way is looking better than it was before. 
• Nobody is sledding. 

 
Wichert - Maple Glen 

• I represented the Committee at Maple Glen on Saturday for the Opening Day 
ceremonies for Commerce Little League. 

• T.J. Lang of the Lions threw out the first baseball. 
 
Petsch - Bicentennial Park 

• We were at Bicentennial today. 



Parks and Recreation Committee Meeting  April 23, 2018 
 

Page 6 of 10 
  

• We re-addressed the tennis court and the basketball court. We will send that 
back out for bids and determine if resurfacing is the best thing to do. We will 
need to look at warranties and the expected time frame that it will hold up. The 
goal would be to get 5 years out of it. 

• We should have some money to get some grills and picnic tables in over there, 
on the back side where the new entrance is to the subdivision 

 
Discussion continued regarding the park budget. 
 
Champagne - Hickory Glen Park 
Mr. Petsch stated that the Committee members were also at Hickory Glen today. He still 
wants to see the brush cleaned out at the front of the park. 
 
Ms. Champagne noted that she has never seen any handicap stickers by the 
concession stand. She was unsure if any of the parks have handicap stickers and 
parking spots. She also noted that on Saturday, there were people pulling in off 
Glengary, off the berm, and parking off the street instead of in the parking lot. That issue 
should be addressed. Mr. Petsch said that Wolverine Lake Police Department would 
enforce that as it is illegal parking. 
 
Ms. Champagne added that the potholes in the driveway need to be addressed. Ms. 
England stated that the Maintenance Department will be grading that soon. 
 
Mr. Berkheiser provided an update regarding the MMBA projects at Hickory Glen. He 
and Ms. England had visited the north side of the park. The structures and trails looked 
fine. As far as the other items they’ve been working on, there has been a hold up 
because they changed their plans slightly. The bridge piece was okay, but they want to 
put some things into the wetlands which then requires DEQ permission.  
 
Berkheiser - Wise Woods & Victory Park 

• No report. 
 
Holmes - Byers and Mill Race 

• No report in Michelle Holmes’ absence. 
 
ITEM 5: VILLAGE OF WOLVERINE UPDATE 
Ms. Champagne discussed the following with the Committee: 

• There’s not much to report other than doing the sidewalk along S. Commerce, 
between the high school and Glengary. (See agenda Item 8.) 

• The Committee that is doing the Lakes Area Veteran’s Memorial is still deciding 
upon placement. 

 
ITEM 6: PARTNERING WITH DDA ON EVENTS 
Jose Mirkin, DDA Member and Chair of the Public Relations Committee stated that he 
has been a long-time Commerce Township resident. Mr. Mirkin retired from GM after 
working for 24 years as an engineer, and he decided to pursue other activities involved 
in arts and music. He expressed his desire to partner with the Parks and Recreation 
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Committee on cultural and community events, similar to the art fairs he has seen in 
Plymouth and Ann Arbor. 
He recently visited the newly remodeled Richardson Community Center when he 
worked with the DIA to place various masterpiece reproductions throughout the 
Township. While he was at the Richardson Center, he discussed holding an art 
exhibition there with Ms. England. The event could exhibit local artists. The high school 
across the street accommodates parking. 
Mr. Mirkin also discussed the Annual K-12 Art Exhibition with the Walled Lake Schools 
art teachers, scheduled in May, which is now held at the new Commerce Township 
Library. Last year, there were 1,200 people in attendance. 
 
Mr. Berkheiser asked if this had been brought up with the DDA Board. Mr. Mirkin replied 
no, not yet. He took it upon himself. Ms. Schantz stated that the Huron Valley Arts 
Council does hold an annual art fair in Commerce Township, Art-on-the-River. 
Discussion continued regarding concerts in the park and joining forces with the current 
events that take place in the community. The new Five & Main downtown project was 
also addressed, and discussion took place regarding the park areas and/or 
amphitheater that may also create a new venue for these cultural activities. Chairperson 
Petsch stated that this topic could be further addressed again in the future. 
 
ITEM 7:  CW3 SOCCER PRESENTATION  
CW3 Soccer Update – Chris Haney 
Mr. Haney discussed the success of the recent ribbon cutting event for Scarlet’s Smile 
Playground, which had been rescheduled, and he shared the following CW3 soccer 
update with the Committee: 

• Our cleanup event also got rescheduled. It went off April 8th with 55 volunteers. 
• One of the fathers brought heavy lawn equipment so that part was quick and 

simple. 
• We cleaned everything from the entrance way, around the driveway and parking 

lot, the pavilion area, the existing playground and then of course, the field areas. 
• We did not go to the north side, but we may expand into that in the future. 
• We were not able to play on the 14th and 15th of April which was our scheduled 

opening, because the fields are not ready for the pressure.  
• We had like 25 matches that had to be moved and/or rescheduled, so we’ve 

been busy moving practices and matches indoors. 
• We postponed our opening weekend to April 28th and 29th. The actual first match 

is Thursday the 26th; it’s an 11 vs. 11 State Cup Match. 
• On April 25th, there is a seminar at the hospital, and they will be using the south 

parking area for overflow parking. 
 
CW3 Soccer Presentation – Proposal for a 3rd Field at Dodge Park 
Chris Haney presented a draft soccer presentation to the Committee, a PowerPoint on 
the overhead, and he requested feedback from the Committee members prior to 
presenting the proposal to the Township Board at next week’s joint meeting. 
The proposal reviewed accessibility, timing in 2018, construction planning in conjunction 
with Scarlet’s Smile which is in progress, and outlined why the 3rd field is necessary. 
Mr. Haney addressed CW3’s status as a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization since 1999. 
The organization provides soccer opportunities to kids ages 2.5 to 19 years old. He 
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reviewed the location for the field, costs, benefits of the 3rd field, responsibilities for 
construction and ongoing maintenance, and field usage. He elaborated on the current 
situation for field usage throughout the communities, explained how training and 
competitions are divided, and reiterated the need for a 3rd field at Dodge V Park. He 
also noted other options that have been considered in this search for additional field 
space. 
 
Mr. Wichert noted the need to change some of the colors on the map displayed on the 
overhead, depicting the location for the 3rd soccer field. 
 
Mr. Berkheiser felt that Mr. Haney should discuss how the 3rd field would benefit the 
Township first, prior to listing benefits to the CW3 organization.  
 
Discussions took place regarding Master Plans for Dodge V and for Victory Park. 
 
Mr. Berkheiser explained that the goal of this presentation is to prove to the Board of 
Trustees that CW3 is the best agency for the Township to continue partnering with, and 
that a 3rd field at Dodge Park is what Commerce Township needs to continue the soccer 
program that is being provided.  
 
Ms. Kast discussed the long distance from Commerce Township to some of the 
alternative soccer fields that have to be used in Wixom and Milford, such as Lyon Oaks. 
She also suggested presenting photos of the flooded fields in Wixom after a rainfall; a 
side-by-side would be effective to show the field conditions. 
 
Ms. Champagne stated that more than three-quarters of the families in the CW3 
organization are from Commerce Township. 
 
Mr. Berkheiser noted that discussions have taken place at the Board level regarding the 
Township taking over the soccer program; however, the Township does not have the 
expertise to do so at this time. 
 
Mr. Berkheiser recommended that the Township Board be made fully aware of the 
support for this program. Ms. Kast asked how to do that. Mr. Berkheiser stated that she 
has done so by explaining that it is a long drive to the other local fields, and even after 
the long drive, the field is flooded in Wixom. This shows there is a need for an additional 
field. Mr. Berkheiser felt that the minutes would be beneficial in showing the Trustees 
that the Committee does support the proposal. Mr. Petsch agreed that this discussion 
shows support, and inclusion in the Master Plan also shows support that the Committee 
wants to see it continue. 
 
Mr. Petsch – We have to bring the Board up to speed on what we have worked on so 
hard for the last 10 years; to get this program moving and have a great partner like 
CW3. We spent half a million dollars building those fields. CW3 took them over, and 
they’ve been in great shape. CW3 has done a great job maintaining them, and there's 
no cost to the Township, et cetera. Now, CW3 is willing to build another field, spend a 
quarter of a million dollars on it, and again, give the Township the same guarantees that 
CW3 will take care of it, and provide more playability for the community and for CW3. 
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Mr. Haney noted that the only responsibility on Commerce Township is the additional 
parking infrastructure. Mr. Wichert noted that handicap parking spaces will be needed 
with the expansion. 
 
Mr. Haney discussed the pending partnership agreement and noted that a long-term 
agreement would be best.  
 
Discussions continued regarding the organization’s financials, and with regard to a 
recent parks survey. Todd Lamb, CW3 Association President, was also present. Mr. 
Lamb inquired about having a tax report included in the presentation. Chairperson 
Petsch and Mr. Berkheiser both agreed that the information should be available at the 
Township Board meeting. 
 
ITEM 8: TRAIL WAYS / PATHWAYS 
Ms. Champagne stated that John Scott, Council Member for Wolverine Lake, was 
present. He is on the Pathways Committee. Nathan Burd, Village Administrator, could 
not make tonight’s Committee meeting here, however he is expected to attend the joint 
meeting next week along with Mr. Scott and Engineer Powell. 
Ms. Champagne reiterated previous discussions regarding the necessity to solve the 
sidewalk connection issues along S. Commerce Road. This item could be put on the 
joint meeting agenda so the Village of Wolverine and Commerce Township could work 
in tandem to complete this project for the safety of the pedestrians, especially kids. She 
felt everyone was in agreement that this should be pursued. 
 
Mr. Berkheiser stated that he’s not sure everyone is in agreement. Debate took place 
between Ms. Champagne and Mr. Berkheiser regarding the need for the 
sidewalk/pathway. Mr. Berkheiser explained that this could be incorporated into 
pathway portion of the 5-year Master Plan. 
 
Discussion continued and Ms. Champagne clarified that there is no sidewalk from 
Decker Road to Glengary. 
 
Mr. Scott addressed the Committee and discussed partnering on the project. He stated 
that there are too many obstacles on the north side of the road to justify the cost, and 
therefore it would need to be along the south side, but funding could be a joint 
commitment with Walled Lake, Commerce Township, and Wolverine Lake. He 
discussed the connections this would provide to the pathways and throughout the 
community, along with additional potential connections being planned at Benstein. Mr. 
Scott agreed that this could be made part of the Master Plan process, and he inquired 
about the timeline. 
 
Ms. England stated that although the process is just beginning this year to work on the 
5-year Master Plan, it will have to be completed this year. Discussions continued 
regarding this being incorporated into the Master Plan versus doing it as a separate 
sidewalk project. 
 
Chairperson Petsch – We’ve got to address the issue of how we are going to connect 
the south side through. We’ve got to address the issue through Hickory Glen getting 
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towards Benstein. All of those things will come up through our discussions at that time, 
and Linda you’ll be involved in those. We can look at it then and there. My 
recommendation would be to address those items at the pathways review for the 5-year 
Master Plan. 
 
ITEM 9: CONCERT IN THE PARK 
Ms. England stated that she had no update to provide, except that things are going well 
with the concerts. 
 
ITEM 10: ITEMS FOR JOINT MEETING WITH TOWNSHIP BOARD 

• Trail ways /Pathways 
• CW3 Soccer 
• Victory Park / Wise Woods 
• Disc Golf 
• Contracts 
• MMBA 
• Bridges 
• Hickory Glen – Second Entrance 
• Partnership Agreements 

 
ITEM 11: AGENDA REQUESTS 

• Tennis court 
 

ITEM 12: OTHER MATTERS 
Ms. England would contact Lakes Athletics to follow-up on clearing of the brush at 
Hickory Glen. 
 
The next Parks and Recreation Meeting will be Monday, May 21, 2018, at 7:00pm 
at the Township Hall, after visiting Maple Glen Park. 
 
ITEM 13:  ADJOURNMENT 
MOTION by Wichert, supported by Berkheiser, to adjourn the meeting at 8:36pm. 

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY  
 
 
 
__________________________________ 

   Michelle Holmes, Secretary 


