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Many elements must be considered prior to the decision-
making process of establishing goals, guidelines and a priori-
tized capital improvements schedule for the next five years. 
A community must not base recreation improvement and 
service decisions solely on the voice of a handful of residents 
or the needs and wants of community officials, but must 
also be aware of recreational trends, national standards, 
community opinion, as well as demographic trends and the 
capability of the land and its surroundings.

This section of the Master Plan attempts to consolidate the 
various factors that must be acknowledged and the abun-
dance of aspects, perceptions, and ideas that need to be 
filtered and categorized with the end result of producing 
the prioritized needs of the community. Because there are 
so many factors that will ultimately determine needs, cau-
tion should be taken to not analyze each piece of informa-
tion individually, but integrate them all to produce the “big 
picture”. 

National Planning Standards

In the process of determining and prioritizing needs, it is 
not only important to understand the national trends in 
terms of participation levels and popularity, but it is also 
imperative to compare the provision of local recreation 
facilities to published standards. This comparison of exist-
ing facilities to standard acreage and facility recommenda-
tions is another tool to assist in determining needs within 
Commerce Township. However, it should be noted that the 
standards were developed in the 70s, 80s and 90s and may 
not fully reflect today’s needs and the needs and trends of 
Commerce Township.

Basis For
Action

TOP 10 REASONS WHY 
PARKS ARE IMPORTANT

1.  Public parks provide millions of 
Americans with the opportunity to 
be physically active.

2. Parks have true economic benefits.
3. Parks provide vital green space in a 

fast-developing American
 landscape.
4. Parks preserve critical wildlife 
 habitat.
5. Parks and recreation facilitate 

social interactions
6. Leisure activities in parks improve 

moods, reduce stress and enhance 
a sense of wellness.

7. Recreational programs provide 
organized, structured, enjoyable 
activities for all ages.

8. Community recreation services 
 provide a refuge of safety for at-

risk youth.
9. Therapeutic recreation is an outlet 

that individuals with disabilities 
have.

10.Public parks embody the American 
tradition of preserving public lands.

Source: Dolesh, Vinluan, and Phillips
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Acreage Standards
The National Recreation and Park Association 
provides a recommended park classification sys-
tem which recognizes that open space has various 
functions. The system categorizes open space as 
either mini-parks, neighborhood parks or commu-
nity parks. The desirable characteristics relative to 
size, function, amenities and acreage provisions 
per 1,000 people (where available) are identified 
in Table 4. The sidebar shows the classification of 
Commerce Township’s public parks and total acre-
age.

According to the Southeast Michigan Council of 
Governments (SEMCOG), Commerce Township is 
estimated to have a population of 36,510 as of 
December 2012, an increase of 1.8% from its 2010 
Census population. Based on an extrapolation of 
this growth rate, Commerce Township is estimated 
to have an approximate population of 38,517 by 
the year 2018, the planning horizon of this Five-
Year Recreation Plan. Using this projected popula-
tion, park acreage standards can be applied and 
compared to existing park acreage to determine 
needs in terms of property.

Commerce Township
Recreation Facilities

Community Parks Existing  NRPA

 Acres Standard

Byer’s Homestead Park 2.76
Dodge Park 112.39
Hickory Glen Park 156.54
Long Nature Park 126.02
Maple Glen Park 115.26
Richardson Park/Center 78.92
Wise Road Property 518.0
Snowy Ridge Park 2.0

All Community Parks 1,111.9 179 - 287 ac 

Neighborhood Parks

Bicentennial Park 9.73 35.9 - 71.8 ac

Mini-Parks

Mill Race Park 8.99 8.9 - 17.9 ac

Total Park Acreage 1130.61 

Recreation Classification System
(NRPA)

Park General Location Criteria Size Criteria Acres Per 1,000  
Classification Description    Population
 
Mini-Park

Neighborhood 
Park

Community Park

Used to address limited, iso-
lated, or unique recreational 
needs.

Remains the basic unit of the 
park system and serves as the 
recreational and social focus 
of the neighborhood. Focus is 
on informal active and passive 
recreation.

Serves broader purpose than 
neighborhood park. Focus is 
on meeting community-based 
recreation needs, as well as pre-
serving unique landscapes and 
open spaces.

Less than a 1/4 mile 
distance in residential 
setting.

1/4 to 1/2 mile distance 
and uninterrupted by 
non-residential  roads 
and physical barriers.

Determined by the 
quality and suitability of 
the site. Usually serves 
two or more neighbor-
hoods and 1/2 to 3 mile 
distance.

Between 2500 sq 
ft and 1 acre

5 acres is consid-
ered minimum 
size 5 to 10 acres 
is optimal.

As needed to 
accommodate 
desired uses. 
Between 30 and 
50 acres.

0.25 to 0.5 acres

1.0 to 2.0 acres

5.0 to 8.0 acres
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It should be noted that the acreage standard analysis 
is based only on Township-owned parks. This analysis 
is important given that the jurisdiction of this Recre-
ation Plan covers Township-owned parks. However, a 
State Park, several public school facilities and numer-
ous private recreation facilities are located within the 
Township and serve its residents. These, along with 
the parks and facilities located just outside Commerce 
Township should be taken into consideration in combi-
nation with the results of the acreage standard analysis 
for Township-owned parks.

Community Parks 
Eight Township parks are classified as community 
parks, totaling 1,111.9 acres. The NRPA standard for 
community park land stipulates 5.0 to 8.0 acres per 
1,000 people. Based on the Township’s estimated 
2018 population of 38,517, the NRPA standard would 
require between 179 and 287 acres of  community 
parkland. Commerce Township’s current park acreage 
exceeds this standard and thus would be considered 
sufficient.

Neighborhood Parks
Bicentennial Park is the Township’s only neighborhood 
park, which totals 9.73 acres. The NRPA standard for 
neighborhood parkland, which stipulates a total of 1.0 
to 2.0 acres per 1,000 people, was applied to the esti-
mated 2018 population of Commerce Township popu-
lation of 38,517. Based on this, Commerce Township 
should have between 35 and 72 acres of neighborhood 
parkland. The Township’s current provision of 9.73 
acres would be considered deficient.

Mini-Parks
Commerce Township maintains only one mini-park, Mill 
Race Park, which encompasses 8.99 acres. The NRPA 
standard for mini-park land stipulates a total of 0.25 
to 0.5 acres per 1,000 people. Based on the estimated 
2018 population for Commerce Township of 38,517, 
the NRPA recommends between 8 and 18 acres of 
land. The current provision of 8.99 acres would be con-
sidered sufficient.

All Park Categories
Overall, if combining the standard acreage require-
ments for community parks, neighborhood parks and 
mini-parks, a total of 6.25 to 10.5 acres of park land 
should be available per 1,000 people. Applying the 
NRPA standards to the estimated 2018 population 

of Commerce Township would result in the need 
for 224 to 377 acres of total park land. Commerce 
Township’s current total park acreage of 1,130 
acres exceeds the recommended total park acre-
age.

Park Service Areas
As illustrated in the previous table, each park 
type is given a typical service area. For community 
parks, the NRPA estimates a 3-mile service area 
radius, while neighborhood parks maintain a half-
mile service area radius and mini-parks maintain a 
quarter-mile service area radius. The extent of the 
service areas within Commerce Township based on 
existing parks and their park classification is shown 
on the Park Service Area Map. This map shows 
the locations within the Township that are “out of 
range” of a certain type of park facility.

As with the acreage standard analysis, this service 
area analysis was conducted by only considering 
Township-owned parks. A variety of other school 
and privately-owned recreation facilities are found 
within Commerce Township in addition to many 
recreation facilities just outside of the Township. 

Community Parks
The Park Service Area Map shows the extent of the 
3-mile community park service area radius within 
Commerce Township. As is illustrated, the major-
ity of Township residents have a community park 
within 3 miles of their home. The exception is the 
northwest corner of the Township. 

Neighborhood Parks
The extent of the half-mile service area radius for 
neighborhood parks (as well as community parks 
that also function as neighborhood parks to sur-
rounding residents) is also illustrated on the map.  
With the exception of the central section and 
southeastern corner of the Township, the remain-
der of Commerce Township falls outside of this 
radius. This indicates that a significant number of 
Commerce Township residents are inadequately 
served by neighborhood parkland in terms of dis-
tance from their home. It should be noted, howev-
er, that the Planning Commission has encouraged 
residential developments to include private neigh-
borhood park space.
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Mini-Parks
Although only one mini-park is found in the Town-
ship, neighborhood and community parks also 
function as mini-parks for those residents within 
one-quarter mile of them. The extent of the quar-
ter mile mini-park service area radius is also shown 
on the Map. Except for the central section and 
southeastern corner of the Township, the majori-
ty of the Township falls outside of the radius of a 
mini-park. It should be noted that in many cases, 
individual yards can serve as sufficient “mini-park” 
space.

Facility Standards
The NRPA has also published typical recreation 
facility standards that specify facility service areas, 
the number of facilities needed to service the pop-
ulation as well as the land area needed. Standards 
for facilities usually located within neighborhood 
and community parks are provided in the Table on 
the following page. These standards can be used in 
conjunction with the acreage standards to further 
identify Commerce Township’s recreation needs. 

The following table provides a comparison of the 
Township’s public park facilities against published 

recreation facility standards based on an estimated 
2018 population of 38,517. The public school recre-
ational facilities within Commerce Township have also 
been factored into the comparison against published 
standards. As shown in the table, some deficiencies 
and surpluses can be see. 

When considering only Township-owned facilities, the 
most prominent deficiency occurs in the provision of 
tennis courts. The NRPA standard calls for at least 19 
tennis courts, but currently, only 2 tennis courts are 
within Township-owned parks. However, the public 
schools within Commerce Township provide a total of 
24 tennis courts, pushing the total quantity above the 
NRPA standard.

For Township-owned facilities, significant deficiencies 
also exist with regard to outdoor basketball courts 
and outdoor volleyball courts. The NRPA standard 
based on the estimated Township population calls 
for 8 basketball courts and 8 volleyball courts, where 
only 2 and 4 courts are provided, respectively. Public 
schools within the Township offer a total of 13 out-
door basketball courts and 1 outdoor volleyball courts. 
With these added to the Township-owned facilities, a 
surplus exists for basketball courts based on the NRPA 

Recreation Facility Deficiencies

Facility Standard Per Existing Existing Total Need Based Surplus or Surplus or
 Population Township School Existing on Standard Deficiency Deficiency
  Facilities Facilities Facilities (a) (Twp (Twp. and
      Facilities School
      Only) Facilities)

Basketball Court (Outdoor) 

Ice Hockey

Tennis Court

Volleyball Court (outdoor)

Baseball/Softball Field

Football Field

Soccer Field

Swimming Pool

Trails

1 per 5,000

1 per 100,000

1 per 2,000

1 per 5,000

1 per 5,000

1 per 20,000

1 per 10,000

1 per 20,000

1 per region

2

0

2

4

23

1

4

0

1

13

0

24

1

20

6

18

3

0

15

0

26

5

43

7

22

3

1

8

0

19

8

8

2

4

2

1

-6

0

-17

-4

15

-1

0

-2

0

7

0

7

-3

35

5

18

1

0

(a) Based on estimated 2018 population for Commerce Township of 38,517

(b) Two hoops were considered to be equal to one court
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Recreation Facility Standards
(NRPA)

Activity/Facility Minimum Space  Units per Service Location 

 Requirements Population Radius Notes
 Basketball Court
(Outdoor)

Ice Hockey

Tennis Court

Volleyball Court
(outdoor)

Ballfields
   Baseball
   Little League
   Softball

Football Field

Soccer Field

Swimming Pool

Trails

2400 - 3036 sq ft (youth)
5040 - 7280 sq ft (high school)

22,000 sq ft

7,200 sq ft per court; 2 acres 
per complex

4,000 sq ft.

3 to 3.85 acres
1.2 acres
1.5 to 2 acres

1.5 acres

1.7 to 2.1 acres

1.5 to 2 acres

N/A

1 per 5,000

1 per 100,000

1 per 2,000

1 per 5,000

1 per 5,000
1 lighted per 
30,000

1 per 20,000

1 per 10,000

1 per 20,000

1 system per 
region

1/4 to 1/2 mile

1/2 hr to 1 hr travel 
time

1/4 to 1/2 mile

1/4 to 1/2 mile

1/4 to 1/2 mile

15 to 30 minutes 
travel time

1 to 2 miles

15 to 30 minutes 
travel time

N/A

Source: Data from Roger Lancaster, Ed., Recreation Park and Open Space Standards and Guidelines, Alexandria, Virginia; NRPA, 1983, pgs. 60-61.

standard, but a deficiency still remains for outdoor 
volleyball.

When counting only Township-owned facilities, other 
minor deficiencies exist for football fields and swim-
ming pools; however, these deficiencies both become 
surpluses when public school facilities are added.

This data can be used in conjunction with other factors 
contained within this plan such as results of the public 
opinion survey and focus group meetings. It should 
again also be noted that these standards are some-

Outdoor courts in neighbor-
hoods and community parks, 
plus active recreation areas 
in other park settings.

Climate important consider-
ation including travel time 
affecting number of units.

Best in batteries of 2-4. 
Located in park or adjacent 
to school site.

Outdoor courts in neighbor-
hoods and community parks, 
plus active recreation areas 
in other park settings.

Part of neighborhood com-
plex. Lighted fields part of 
community complex. Softball 
fields may also be used for 
youth baseball.

Usually part of baseball, 
football, soccer complex in 
community park or adjacent 
to high school.

Number of units depends 
on popularity. Youth soccer 
on smaller fields adjacent 
to schools or neighborhood 
parks.

Located in community par or 
school site.

N/A

what dated and may not accurately reflect the pop-
ularity or decline in popularity of recreation activity.

Community Demographics
The socioeconomic characteristics of a communi-
ty play a role in the demand for certain types of 
recreation facilities. By examining socioeconomic 
characteristics such as population, density, age, and 
household size, municipalities can identify trends 
and opportunities that may influence future land 
use and recreation decisions and policy choices. 
For example, if the elementary school enrollment 
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in a particular area is growing, there may be a need 
to plan for playgrounds and children’s programs. 
Conversely, if the population of the community is 
aging, more recreational facilities may be needed 
for senior citizens. This section provides a brief 
summary of the socioeconomic characteristics of 
Commerce Township that may influence parks and 
recreation planning decisions.

The US Census Bureau serves as the primary source 
of data for this demographic section. Census sta-
tistics are presented for Commerce Township as a 
whole, but are also presented for the twenty cen-
sus block groups that comprise the Township. As a 
supplement to this analysis, a series of maps have 
been prepared to illustrate the relevant census 
data by block group.

Population Trends and Projections
Commerce Township has continued to experience 
steady growth in recent years, and is projected to 
continue to increase in population through 2030. 
The table below shows the historical, estimated 
and projected growth rates of Commerce Town-
ship between 1980 and 2030. This growth rate is 
an indicator that the Township will likely need to 
continue to improve their parks system to accom-
modate the growing population.

Commerce Township
Population Trends and Projections

Year Population
 1980  18,789

1990  22,156

2000  30,349

2010  35,874

20121  36,510

20182  38,517

20303  40,989

1 SEMCOG December 2012 Estimate
2 Plan horizon. Linear extrapolation based on rate of 
growth between 2010 and 2012
3 SEMCOG 2030 Forecast

 

Population Density
Population density characteristics can have a signif-
icant influence on recreation planning. In general, 
Commerce Township is a well populated suburban 
community, making it practical for park facilities to be 
located throughout the Township. However, there are 
certain portions of the Township that have larger or 
fewer numbers of residents, and at varying densities. 
Map 3, Population Density shows the population den-
sity (people per square mile) of the twenty-one block 
groups within the Township. 

As is illustrated on the map, the block groups in the 
central portion of the Township are fairly dense, as is 
the area just north of Wixom. The Census Tract in the 
northern portion of the Township, around Fox Lake 
(1340-1) is the most dense with a rate of 3,144 people/
square mile (1,651 people live in the census tract and 
the tract is 0.525 square miles in size). The centralized 
location of most of the Township’s parks generally 
supports this density pattern. 

Median Age
Knowledge of a community’s age distribution plays a 
crucial role in the planning of recreation facilities and 
programs. As previously mentioned, whether an area 
is comprised of older or younger citizens will greatly 
influence such things as the facilities that are most 
desired within parks. Map 4, Median Age, shows the 
median age for the block groups within Commerce 
Township. 

The youngest block groups in Commerce Township are 
just north of the City of Wixom, block group # 1350-
1, with a median age of 33.1 and just east of Wixom, 
block group #1352-1, with a median age of 34.5. Com-
paratively older populations are found in the western 
and eastern portions of the Township. The block group 
with the highest median age (48.3) is 1348-1in the 
southeast corner of the Township. Consistent with 
the age characteristics of the different sections of the 
Township, Commerce may want to consider providing 
recreation facilities that serve a younger or older pop-
ulation as necessary.

Household Size
A household, as defined by the US Census, is all per-
sons who occupy the same housing unit. A housing 
unit can be described as a house, apartment, mobile 
home, a group of rooms, or a single room used as a 
separate living quarters.
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A trend that has been occurring nationwide for some-
time now is the declining size of households. There are 
several factors that demographers have linked to the 
declining size. People are marrying later, postponing 
having children, and having fewer children. Nation-
wide, married couple families still comprise the largest 
and economically most powerful household. However, 
the number of single parent households continues to 
increase, thus adding to the decline in average house-
hold size.

Household size is an important factor when making 
recreation facility and program decisions. A high per-
son per household figure can be an indication that an 
area is comprised of families with children and thus 
could justify family or youth oriented recreation facili-
ties. Conversely, an area with a low person per house-
hold figure may require recreation facilities more 
favorable to singles, adults or elderly.

Map 5, Household Size illustrates the average house-
hold size by block group within Commerce Township. 
The largest households are found in the northwest 
portion of the Township as well as the area around 
Richardson Road. The block group with the highest 
persons per household is 1353-2, with 3.24 people 
per household. Conversely, block group 1348-1, in the 
southeastern portion of the Township has the low-
est persons per household rate at 2.04. This directly 
relates to the fact that this section of the Township 
also has the highest median age. The higher median 
age and lower household size indicate that this block 
group features a higher concentration of elderly 
citizens, households without children, and/or single 
persons.

Related Planning Initiatives
There are several related planning initiatives that are 
significant in terms of their relevance to the provision 
of recreation within Commerce Township. Each initia-
tive is described in further detail.

SEMCOG Non-Motorized Master Plan
The Southeast Michigan Council of Governments is 
currently working with MDOT to develop a regional 
non-motorized master plan for the 7-county region. 
The project is taking inventory of all of the master 
plans in the region, mapping all existing and pro-
posed on-road and off-road bicycle facilities, and con-
ducting a gap analysis and conceptual plans for the 

most significant regional gaps in the network. The 
final document will become part of SEMCOGs Re-
gional Transportation Plan. The Commerce-Walled 
Lake-Wixom Trail (former rail corridor) is recog-
nized as a gap remaining in the regional network.

Oakland County Green Infrastructure Visioning
Oakland County’s Green Infrastructure Visioning 
project focuses on identifying an interconnected 
network of green space that conserves natural 
ecosystem values and functions, guides sustain-
able development, and provides associated eco-
nomic quality of life benefits to our communities. 
Using the natural areas information developed by 
the Michigan Natural Features Inventory (MNFI) as 
a starting point for analysis, the Oakland County 
Planning staff worked with local communities to 
identify and map local green infrastructure ele-
ments. This process was completed in Commerce 
Township and resulted in the creation of a Green 
Infrastructure Vision (Map 6). With a vision in 
place, local communities are encouraged to use 
their maps to establish recommendations for best 
land management practices, rank conservation 
priorities and identify funding needs, and address 
green infrastructure goals through local plans and 
ordinances. 

The green infrastructure vision for Commerce 
Township should serve as a foundation for the 
evaluation of lands for acquisition by the Town-
ship for future parks or conservation purposes. 

Oakland County Parks and Recreation Master 
Plan 2013-2017
The County complete their most recent 5-year 
Master Plan in 2013. 
The Plan is a guide for 
staff and decision mak-
ers as they provide park 
and recreation services 
to the residents of Oak-
land County and strive 
to improve the social, 
environmental and 
fiscal sustainability of 
the parks system. The 
Master Plan details pri-
orities related to Land 
and Natural Resource 
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Management, Recreation Facilities, recreation 
programs and services, and organizational sustain-
ability.

Oakland County Trails Master Plan
The Oakland County Trails Master Plan (2008) was 
developed to provide a framework for creating a 
connected system of greenways and trails through-
out Oakland County. This non-motorized system 
is envisioned to serve a diverse range of users, 
providing safe and well-maintained linkages to 
important natural, cultural and civic destinations 
and other points of interest within and outside of 
the county.

The development of the Trails Master Plan was 
overseen by the Oakland Trails Advisory Council, 
Oakland County Parks and Recreation Department 
and Oakland County Planning & Economic Develop-
ment Services. These agencies serve in a leadership 
role in the development of a connected non-mo-

torized system, but rely on the efforts of numerous 
local municipalities, trail commissions, friends groups 
and property owners for trail implementation. As of 
May 2012, 121 miles of completed trails stretch across 
Oakland County, with 24 miles in the planning, design 
and development stage and another 123 miles of trails 
under consideration.

The current Oak Routes map, which illustrates exist-
ing and proposed trail networks is included below 
and is zoomed into the area surrounding Commerce 
Township. An important focus of the Oakland County 
Trails Master Plan was the bridging of several primary 
“gaps,” or critical missing links that exist in the major 
trail system. One such gap was identified in the Com-
merce Township area, where the Lakes Community 
Trail, Huron Valley Trail and West Bloomfield Trail 
converge toward each other but do not connect. 
Two potential connector routes, a “Blue Route” and a 
“Yellow Route,” were identified and assessed based on 
their opportunities and constraints. In the end, both 
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routes were identified as options and recommenda-
tions for implementation of the connector routes were 
identified. The trail gap and potential connector routes 
are illustrated on the Huron Valley/Lakes Communi-
ty/ West Bloomfield Trail Gap Analysis Map. Since the 
Oakland County Trails Master Plan was completed, the 
Commerce-Wixom-Walled Lake Trails Council received 
DNR Trust Fund assistance to move forward with 
the purchase of the abandoned rail corridor that will 
connect the West Bloomfield Trail to the Huron Valley 
Trail. The development of the corridor as a non-motor-
ized trail continues to be a high priority.

Commerce Township Non-Motorized Network Map
To complement the SEMCOG Regional Plan, the 
Oakland County Trails Plan and the priorities of 
the Township, Commerce Township developed the 
Non-Motorized Network Map on the adjacent page. 
The map illustrates existing and proposed locations 
for non-motorized connections.

Wise Rd Ecological Assessment Study
In December 2006, Insight Environmental Services 
and Klatt Environmental Associates completed 

!
!
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

!

!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!

!

! ! !!

!!!!

! ! ! ! ! ! !

!
!
! ! !

! !
! !

!

!

!
!
!
!
!

!

! !
! ! ! !

!
! ! !

! ! ! ! ! !

! !
!

!
!
!
!
!
!
!

!
!

!!

!
!
!
!


 




 


 




  


  




 



   









 




 




















 

 



















































  









 

 














 



 




  







 

































 





 



 

 


 

  
































 






















 





 










 
























  







 















  
















 








 













 


    
















 






 


  


    










  

 







  




 














 

 








 






  


























 

 






































  
















  




 

 
































 












  




 


























 

 

 














 













    






















 
















)5












Clinton River

















































 





























!

!





















 


!




















































































































!

O
akland County

Trails Master Plan

\\Tydata\Projects\Oak2002\02t\Gis-Data\Projects\Huron Lakes Bloomfield Gap Alts.mxd


   











3
Huron Valley/ Lakes Community/

West Bloomfield Trails Gap Analysis

MAP

Yellow Route

Blue Route

Pedestrian
Overpass Needed

Legend

























! ! ! !







B
lu

e 
R

o
u

te

Proposed MDOT
Trail Extension

2009

Proposed
Martin Rd
Parkway




an Ecological Assessment for the Wise Road 
Property. The report was a thorough analy-
sis of site history, existing conditions, floristic 
quality assessment, plant communities, prelim-
inary wildlife assessment, resources and op-
portunities and recommendations. The report 
goes into great detail about the environmental 
conditions of the property, including marsh 
areas, floodplain, scrub-shrub ar-
eas, pine plantings, 
etc. The findings of 
this study assisted 
in the decision-mak-
ing and agreements 
related to Commerce 
Township purchasing 
the property from the 
MDNR. This report 
should be referenced 
when developing a 
master plan for the site 
and/or considering any 
improvements.

ECOLOGICAL ASSESSMENT 

MDNR PROPERTY - WISE ROAD

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF COMMERCE 

OAKLAND COUNTY 

MICHIGAN

Prepared for:

Charter Township of

  Commerce 
2840 Fisher Avenue 

Commerce, Michigan  48390 

Prepared by: 

Insight Environmental Services, Inc. 

5892 Sterling Drive 

Howell, Michigan  48843

(517) 545-2825 

www.insightes.com

and

Klatt Environmental Associates LLC 

10868 Cartier 

Brighton, Michigan  48114 

(517) 304-5878 

www.klattenvironmental.com

December 4, 2006
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Byers Homestead Report (Oakland County)
In 2009, Oakland County staff completed an assess-
ment of the historic Byers Homestead property. The 
report includes a detailed analysis of existing condi-
tions and extensive recommendations for restoration 
and preservation. The report includes a list of 20 
priorities and cost projections for each. The report 
should be used and referred to when considering any 
modifications at the Byers property.

Hickory Glen Master Plan
A Master Plan was completed for Hickory Glen Park in 
2011. In developing the long-term vision for the park, 
a site analysis was completed to understand existing 
conditions, challenges and opportunities. A public 
workshop was held to gather input related to needs 
and priorities for the park. The process resulted in 
the Hickory Glen Master Plan (full size included in the 
Inventory section of this document). The long-term 
vision calls for a phased approach in implementing 
improvements including elements such as two entries 
off of Glengary, improved vehicular and pedestrian 
circulation, improved arrangement of ball fields, addi-
tion of a disc golf course, and related amenities such 
as pavilions, play equipment, wayfinding, etc.

Maple Glen Master Plan
A Master Plan was completed for Maple Glen Park in 
2011. In developing the long-term vision for the park, 
a site analysis was completed to understand existing 
conditions, challenges and opportunities. A public 
workshop was held to gather input related to needs 
and priorities for the park. The process resulted in the 
Maple Glen Master Plan (full size included in the In-

ventory section of this document). The long-term 
vision calls for a phased approach in implementing 
the desired improvements including elements 
such as two entries off of Glengary Road, im-
proved vehicular and pedestrian circulation, a soc-
cer field complex and related amenities including 
pavilions, play equipment and wayfinding signage.

Forestry Management Plans
In conjunction with the development of this 5-year 
Parks and Recreation Master Plan, the Township 
developed Forestry Management Plans (Mike’s’ 
Tree Surgeon’s, Inc.: August 2013) for 4 of the 
Township’s most heavily wooded parks including:
• Dodge V Park
• Richardson Park
• Hickory Glen Park
• Robert H. Long Park
The Management Plans include an analysis of the 
primary overstory species diversity, forest health, 
quality and appearance of each stand, major 
hazardous or structurally defective trees, observa-
tions related to health and preservation, as well as 
general tree maintenance objectives and recom-
mended plantings list for each of the 4 parks. 
The results of the Management Plans indicated 
that Hickory Glen Park and Dodge V Park are the 
highest priorities relative to tree care needs of 
the 4 sites. The results of the Forestry Manage-
ment Plans was presented to the Committee at 
their July 2013 meeting. The plan priorities have 
been incorporated into the Action Program of this 
Master Plan.

Commerce Township
Maple Glen Park
Conceptual Park Plan

March  2011
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Participation Data
Another tool used by the Township when consid-
ering improvements to parks and recreation are 
the trends occurring locally in terms of partici-
pation. Commerce has a number of leagues that 
function within the Township and surrounding 
areas and utilize Township facilities. Participation 
data was gathered from each of the leagues to 
get a better understanding of size and potential 
needs.

Stakeholder Input
During the development of the 5-Year Parks and 
Recreation Master Plan, the Township gathered 
stakeholder input via 3 primary methods: focus 
group sessions, a parks and recreation opinion 
survey, and the DNR required public hearing. Each 
of these resulted in a significant amount of input 
that was relied upon heavily in order to develop 
the goals, objectives and action program for the 
next 5 years. A more detailed description of the 
input methods and results is included below and 
in the Appendix of this report.

Focus Groups
Commerce Township held several focus group 
meetings with various user groups and stakehold-
ers to assist in identifying specific needs, desires 
and concerns related to Recreation over the next 
5 years. In total, four user groups participated in 
hour-long sessions during the afternoon and eve-
ning of June 11, 2013 at the Richardson Center. 

Participation Data and Trends

League 2011 2012 2013 
  
 
Lakes Athletic Assoc. 694  679  654

Commerce Little League   700

Inter-Lakes Girls Softball 455  383 405

CW3 Soccer Association 980 1072 1029

Lakes Area Hawks

 Youth Football

 Cheerleading

Gladiators Lacrosse

The focus groups included:
• Township Officials and Staff 
 (6 attendees)
• Friends of Byers 
 (4 attendees plus written priorities)
• Parks Committee Members
 (7 attendees)
• User Group/League Representatives
 (7 attendees representing Commerce Little  
 League, CW3, Lakes, and Motor City Mountain  
 Bike Association)

By the end of the focus group sessions, the Parks and 
Recreation Committee had a detailed listing of parks 
and recreation needs from the groups. With an exten-
sive listing of needs identified, the Committee utilized 
the opinion survey to validate the results of the focus 
group meetings and formulate priorities. The full 
results of the focus group meetings are presented in 
the Appendix of this Master Plan.

Online Survey
The Commerce Township parks and recreation survey 
was an online poll conducted July 10, 2013 through 
August 20, 2013. The purpose of the survey was to 
obtain additional input related to the current use, 
potential future needs, and support for the parks and 
recreation system in the Township. The survey was 
based on the 2008 version in order to be able to com-
pare results over time. The availability of the survey 
was published on the Township website, distributed 
via email, posted to the Library Facebook page, and 
flyer’s were hung at the Richardson Center, Township 
Hall and Library. In total, 242 people participated in 
the survey. A summary of the results is presented 
here. A detailed summary of the results of the online 
survey is provided in Appendix A.

When asked about the number of recreational pro-
grams, activities and facilities provided in Com-
merce 
Township, 
65.8 per-
cent (83% 
in 2008) of 
respondents 
felt that 
more were 
needed. 
When asked 
about the 
amount of 

Commerce Township Parks and Recreation Master Plan

YOUR CHANCE 
TO JOIN THE CONVERSATION

The Commerce Township Parks and Recreation Committee is working on developing a 5-year 

Master Plan and are looking for your input in order to better understand community priorities. 

The Committee has developed an online survey that should take about 10 minutes to complete. The 

input will be shared with the Parks Committee and Township Board and used to inform the goals, 

objectives and action plan for the next 5 years.

TAKE THE SURVEY ONLINE UNTIL AUGUST 1ST!

Go to:   https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/commercerec

or you can find the link on the Township webpage or scan the QR code!
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parkland in the Township, 53.1 percent (74% in 2008) 
of respondents felt that more parkland was needed.

When asked about the current funding level for 
recreational programs, activities and facilities, 52.5 
percent (56% in 2008) of participants felt that more 
funding was needed.

One survey question was designed to gauge the 
current participation level and interest for a variety 
of physical recreational activities. In terms of current 
participation, the following were the top 5 physical 
activities. Where it fell in the 2008 survey is listed in 
parenthesis.

1. 76.8% Walking or Hiking (79% in 2008)
2.  66.7% Bicycling  (75% in 2008)
3.  65.2%  Picnicking  (65% in 2008)
4.  53.7%  Baseball  ( 44% in 2008)
5.  48.5%  Fishing  (54% in 2008)

The top 5 physical activities that respondents were 
interested in participating in were:

1. 34.4% Tennis (33% in 2008)
2. 34.2% Ice Skating (36% in 2008)
3. 32.7% Cross Country Skiing (39% in 2008)
4. 31.8% Disc Golf (31% in 2008)
5. 30.2% Volleyball (38% in 2008)

For non-sport recreational activities, the largest 
percentage of respondents currently participate 
in:

1. 33.5% Concerts (28% in 2008)
2. 24.7% Fitness Classes (32% in 2008)
3. 24% Youth Camps (28% in 2008)

The survey offered a listing of various types of 
recreation facilities and prompted respondents to 
indicate whether more facilities should be provid-
ed or if enough are currently available. The top 5 
facilities that respondents indicated more were 
needed were:

1. 73% Bike Paths (1st in 2008)
2. 70.1% Hike/Walk Trails (4th in 2008)
3. 63.6% Spray Park (9th in 2008)
4. 62.5% Park Pavilions (7th in 2008)
5. 60.5% Outdoor Pool (8th in 2008)

When respondents were asked about their will-
ingness to renew the park millage in 2014, 81% 
indicated they would vote yes.
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Public Hearing
The draft plan was made available for public 
review on November ___, 2013.  A public hearing 
was held in front of the Parks and Recreation 
Committee on ______________, 2013.

<to be completed>
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The Action Program details the direction that the Township 
would like to take over the next five years in order to main-
tain, improve, and expand parks and recreation opportuni-
ties within the community.

As was described in the Basis For Action section, a communi-
ty must base recreation improvement and service decisions 
on a variety of information. These include items such as 
recreational trends, national standards, existing facilities, 
community opinion, needs identified and observed by staff 
and committee members, as well as demographic trends, 
the capability of the land and its surroundings, and availabili-
ty of funding sources.

The Action Program includes priority goals and related 
guidelines and tasks as well as a table summarizing priority 
capital improvements for the next five years and beyond.

Goals, Guidelines and Tasks

Goals, guidelines and tasks were developed to assist in pro-
viding direction to Township staff, Board, and Committee. 
Goals are long-term ideals or end products that are desired. 
Guidelines and more detailed Tasks have been developed to 
outline more specific actions that will assist in meeting the 
goal. The goals, guidelines and tasks are intended to be as 
important as the capital improvement priorities. They are 
listed in no particular order of importance or priority.

Action
Program
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Commerce Township  
Parks and Recreation Master Plan 
2014-2018  
 
Stakeholder Meetings 
Richardson Center 
June 11, 2013 
 
2:00 – 3:00pm Township Staff/Officials 
3:15 – 4:15 Friends of Byers and Senior Representatives 
4:30 – 5:30 Parks Committee Members 
5:45 – 6:45 Park User Groups 
 
 
 

The purpose of today’s meeting is to gather and document input related to issues, ideas, 
concerns and priorities for parks and recreation in Commerce Township. This input will be 
shared with the Parks Committee and used to inform the goals, objectives and action plan for 
the next 5 years. 
 
 
AGENDA 
 

 Welcome and Introductions 

 Overview of Master Plan Process and Schedule 

 Gather/Document Issues, Priorities, and Ideas 
 
 
 
 
 



Commerce Township  
Parks and Recreation Master Plan 
2014-2018  
 
Stakeholder Meeting 
Richardson Center 
June 11, 2013 
 
2:00 – 3:00pm Township Staff/Officials 
 
 
Sign in Sheet Attached 
 

The purpose of the meeting was to gather and document input related to issues, ideas, concerns 
and priorities for parks and recreation in Commerce Township. The input was shared with the 
Parks Committee and used to inform the goals, objectives and action plan for the next 5 years. 
 
Overview of Master Plan Process and Schedule 
A brief overview was given and the anticipated schedule for completing the Master Plan was 
distributed. The Committee is early in the process of updating their Master Plan and is 
interested in obtaining input from a number of stakeholders and user groups. The Committee is 
working toward adopting the plan by November 2013.  
 
Issues, Priorities, and Ideas 
The comments summarized below are in no particular order of priority. 
 

 Develop a flyer to announce the location of the survey and seek input. Township staff will 
help to distribute and the get the word out. 

 Would like a clear understanding of what restrictions are on each property – a summary 
table of when it was purchased, amount, grant source, what restrictions are, documents, 
map of parcel, etc. all in one place. 

 Redesign baseball fields at Hickory Glen and Maple Glen. 

 Pave parking areas at parks rather than gravel. 

 Use of infrastructure revenues to benefit parks 

 Expand soccer fields 

 Link parks via pathways and other resources 

 Make rail trail project a priority 

 Need a specific area for events – large events/music on soccer fields could do damage to 
the fields 

 Designate an event location for Hazardous Waste Day drop off. 

 Funding for a park ranger type person that can issue tickets and do ordinance enforcement, 
check for encroachments, etc. within the parks 

 Fresh water for drinking and irrigation at all parks 



 Ultimate goal is to have a self-sustaining parks and recreation department – one that 
maintains the fields, schedules the use of the facilities, etc. 

 The Trailways Council is closing on the acquisition of the rail corridor in 2013. 

 Trailways Council is looking to submit grant applications in early 2014 for development. 

 Would like to see a priority list of safety path/trail gaps from the Parks Committee. Planning 
Commission could use the list to set aside developer money to build priority gaps. i.e. 
connections to schools, parks, etc. 

 Partnerships with schools, adjacent communities, etc. to fund trail/safety path connections 

 Publicize more information about parks and facilities and bike path. 

 Get up-to-date trail file for the Commons Area 

 Wise Road property is 518 acres in total 

 Get ballfields in and get the benches/bleachers on cement pads so maintenance is reduced. 
Get fields better organized. 

 Put benches along the trail and number them for emergency services to better know the 
location of people that need help. 

 Focus resources in order to get one park done rather than a little at each park. 

 Plant the hill at Dodge with something other than grass. 

 Moving forward, plant native species 

 Improve cleanup of ballfields at special events/tournaments so trash doesn’t become such a 
big issue. 

 Dog Park – a collaborative effort with Oakland County. 

 Disc golf course 

 Snowy Ridge Park  - add a shelter with open pit for fire and warming 

 Trail connection from M-5 to Long Nature Park. 

 Develop a list of the parks and the amenities at each – pavilions, play structures,e tc. Add to 
internet with symbols of what is available. 

 Include park information in welcome packets for people that register to vote 

 Basketball courts 

 Ice Hockey rink 

 Post the rules for parks online and in a brochure 

 Update the website 

 Fitness trail at Richardson Center 

 Design facilities and improvements with vandalism concerns in mind. 

 Incorporate park/rec amenities into private developments. i.e. if a development is proposed 
near the rail trail, include trail head area, connection to trail, etc. 

 Fence the soccer fields at Dodge to keep vehicles off 

 Need cement pads for porta johns 

 Mill Race Park – gravel trails for easier access. Rendering and/or photos of what it used to 
look like to education. Create a more welcoming entrance and more comfortable/safe 
access. 
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Parks and Recreation Master Plan 
2014-2018  
 
Stakeholder Meeting 
Richardson Center 
June 11, 2013 
 
3:15 – 4:15pm Friends of Byers 
 
 
Sign in Sheet Attached 
 

The purpose of the meeting was to gather and document input related to issues, ideas, concerns 
and priorities for parks and recreation in Commerce Township. The input was shared with the 
Parks Committee and used to inform the goals, objectives and action plan for the next 5 years. 
 
Overview of Master Plan Process and Schedule 
A brief overview was given and the anticipated schedule for completing the Master Plan was 
distributed. The Committee is early in the process of updating their Master Plan and is 
interested in obtaining input from a number of stakeholders and user groups. The Committee is 
working toward adopting the plan by November 2013.  
 
Issues, Priorities, and Ideas 
The comments summarized below are in no particular order of priority. 
 

 The Friends of Byers prepared and distributed a 4 page document dated June 11, 2013 
and titled “Recommendations for Five-Year Master Plan”. Attached 

 Reference Ron Campbell’s report/recommendations for improvements to Byers 

 The main objective is preservation of the property 

 Parking for events at Byers is becoming more and more of an issue. There is an empty lot to 
the west that would be great for Byers and Mill Race properties. 

 Extremely concerned about context and aesthetic of neighboring property development. 
Would like to be heavily involved in discussions about nearby development so it is not 
detrimental to the historic nature of the area. 

 Seeger Home on Commerce Road is historic and classic architecture 

 Get trail plan for Byers area from Kristen Wiltfang – graphic to show connection priorities. 

 Invasive species management on site and around new trail 

 Kayak/canoe decking to launch downstream of new footbridge 

 HRWC is interested in extending water trail from Proud Lake up to Byers 

 Photographers use Byers all year long 

 Need a drinkable water source 

 Picnic grills to bring own charcoal (2) – ADA accessible and not too close to the farmhouse 

 Granny’s pantry needs roof, flooring and attention or it will be lost 



 Major sewer on south side of Tamwoth Ct. that can be tied into for restrooms and drinking 
water 

 Ecological report already done for Wise Road property – conservation 

 Like the announcements on the M-5 billboard and signs on Wise Road property to tell 
everyone what their money is used for. 

 Purchase drive in sign for preservation – it’s an icon. 

 Would like an historic district designation and Historical Society to save the remaining 
facilities. 

 Highly opposed to developing the north end of Dodge Park into parking and soccer fields. 
 
 













Commerce Township  
Parks and Recreation Master Plan 
2014-2018  
 
Stakeholder Meeting 
Richardson Center 
June 11, 2013 
 
4:30 – 5:30pm Parks Committee Members 
 
 
Sign in Sheet Attached 
 

The purpose of the meeting was to gather and document input related to issues, ideas, concerns 
and priorities for parks and recreation in Commerce Township. The input was used to inform the 
goals, objectives and action plan for the next 5 years. 
 
Overview of Master Plan Process and Schedule 
A brief overview was given and the anticipated schedule for completing the Master Plan was 
distributed. The Committee is early in the process of updating their Master Plan and is 
interested in obtaining input from a number of stakeholders and user groups. The Committee is 
working toward adopting the plan by November 2013.  
 
Issues, Priorities, and Ideas 
The comments summarized below are in no particular order of priority. 
 

 Parking and roads at Maple Glen and Hickory Glen Parks are top priorities 

 Dog Park – appropriate placement 

 Wise Road – paths and stream crossings and would like to see a bridge(s) for paths to cross 
streams 

 Modify Maple Glen property line to be sure that the cemetery is not included. Hickory Glen 
should exclude the log cabin piece 

 Mill Race Park trails – hazards with sink holes that need to be addressed 

 Bicentennial Park is hurting – remove tennis courts, consider pickle ball or roller hockey. 
Ballfield and soccer field needs improvements 

 Remove/replace old wood play equipment 

 Revenue from rentals of use of old Township Hall should go to Parks 

 Continue trails – Benstein 

 Water quality issues at Long Park 

 Phragmites along Commerce Road to open visibility of parks a lot more. 

 Partner with Multi-Lakes Conservation Group 

 Path preference – Tom Zoner was putting together a Master list of existing and planned 
trails. 



 Get NW portion of residents to ride bikes/walk to Dodge, Wise Road, etc. Would like a list of 
prioirities to work on each bit every year. 

 Need to develop something better than $20K of wood chips each year. 

 Brush management at entries and along roads to open up visibility of parks 

 Address invasive species at parks 

 Improve entry to Mill Race 

 Ensure safety at the parks is considered when making improvements 

 Clean up Mill Race – engage volunteers – maybe Multi-Lakes? 

 Adult recreation facilities – softball at Dodge Park or somewhere – Wise Road? 

 Tradition of volunteerism – but concerned of what happens if the volunteers are not there 
or others want to use them. 

 As new facilities are built by the Township, have the Township run and manage them. 

 Include summary of other community budgets for Parks and Recreation so they can 
compare to Commerce Township. 

 Capital Improvement Schedule –  
o Organize with priorities that fit into the millage renewal budget, draw a line and put 

other ideas below those if funding comes up/available. 

 Partnerships with Eagle Scouts, etc. 
 
 





Commerce Township  
Parks and Recreation Master Plan 
2014-2018  
 
Stakeholder Meeting 
Richardson Center 
June 11, 2013 
 
5:45 – 6:45pm User Group Representatives 
 
 
Sign in Sheet Attached 
 

The purpose of the meeting was to gather and document input related to issues, ideas, concerns 
and priorities for parks and recreation in Commerce Township. The input was shared with the 
Parks Committee and used to inform the goals, objectives and action plan for the next 5 years. 
 
Overview of Master Plan Process and Schedule 
A brief overview was given and the anticipated schedule for completing the Master Plan was 
distributed. The Committee is early in the process of updating their Master Plan and is 
interested in obtaining input from a number of stakeholders and user groups. The Committee is 
working toward adopting the plan by November 2013.  
 
Issues, Priorities, and Ideas 
The comments summarized below are in no particular order of priority. 
 

 Create Master Plan for the Wise Road property 

 Possible opportunity for use of closed schools property? 
 
Mountain Biking 

 Motor City Mountain Bike Association – had name change 

 Mountain bike trails are desired at Wise Road 

 Hickory Glen – mountain bike enhancements: 
o Night lighting 
o Year round restrooms 
o Pave road to access the mountain bike trails 
o Take a more aggressive stance against ATVs in Hickory Glen. More signs, more 

barricades from the school property 
Baseball 

 Not enough ball fields for demand. 54 teams now but turning away people. Older kids are 
having to practice on elementary grass – hard to compete with travel leagues 

 Fields are being lost with school closings and evening activities 

 Plan for on-going replacement of fencing at Maple Glen. 
 

  



Soccer 

 CW3 – practice and games are rented from Walled Lake Middle Schools 

 2 fields at Dodge have been game changers for the League 

 Space issues – 70 to 75 teams and the largest expense by far is renting field space 

 Eager to develop soccer fields in Commerce Township. Have money of their own and grant 
opportunities to grow 

 Interested in expanding season – developing an artificial surface would help. Natural turf. 

 Haven’t found a field nicer than Dodge Park in the region. 

 $10-$15K/yr for maintenance of fields 

 Coordinate with Walled Lake Schools 

 A lot of times using the ballfield outfield space for soccer 

 Permanent bathrooms at Dodge Park with equipment and concession space 

 Bicentennial Park – may be good to invest some into the soccer area in the short term in 
order to get more play or possibly use those funds instead for a bigger complex at Maple 
Glen. 
 

Lakes 

 Entrance at Hickory Glen Park is destroyed. Over $50K to fix entrance that’s there now – no 
ditch, road is higher than entrance and ground never dries. Huge pot holes. Asphalt patch is 
gone. HUGE problem. 

 Built $70K concession/restroom 

 Save the shade trees!! Everyone appreciates the shade. 

 At Hickory Glen – like the age appropriate sized fields and not 300’ outfields everywhere. 
The little guys would be lost on the big fields. 

 Need better dust control on roads/parking 

 Long-term would like to have evening games – lights at one field 

 Reduce the vehicle speed within the parks. 

 Fall 2013 Plans –  
o Field 6 – fix grade and drainage 
o Field 7 – only 70’ bases. Need to cut back infield so older kids can play 
o Dugout roofs on those that don’t have them 

 
 







Commerce Township Parks and Recreation Master Plan

YOUR CHANCE 
TO JOIN THE CONVERSATION

The Commerce Township Parks and Recreation Committee is working on developing a 5-year 
Master Plan and are looking for your input in order to better understand community priorities. 
The Committee has developed an online survey that should take about 10 minutes to complete. The 
input will be shared with the Parks Committee and Township Board and used to inform the goals, 
objectives and action plan for the next 5 years.

TAKE THE SURVEY ONLINE UNTIL AUGUST 1ST!
Go to:   https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/commercerec

or you can find the link on the Township webpage or scan the QR code!
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26.86% 65

42.98% 104

23.97% 58

1.65% 4

4.55% 11

Q1	There	are	several	recreational	programs
and	activities	offered	in	Commerce

Township,	including	recreational	activities
in	general,	educational,	sports,	social	and
enrichment	activities.	Overall,	how	much	do
you	think	MOST	members	of	our	community
participate	in	the	recreational	programs	or

activities	offered?
Answered:	242	 Skipped:	0

A	lot

Some

Only	a	little

Not	at	all

Undecided/Don’t	Know

Total 242

A	lot

Some

Only	a	little

Not	at	all

Undecided/Don’t
Know

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Answer	Choices Responses
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18.75% 45

47.08% 113

19.58% 47

1.25% 3

13.33% 32

Q2	Thinking	about	the	number	of
recreational	programs,	activities	and

facilities	provided	in	Commerce	Township,
do	you	believe	that	overall….

Answered:	240	 Skipped:	2

Many	more	programs,	activities	and	facilities	are	needed

Somewhat	more	programs,	activities	and	facilities	are	needed

Enough	programs,	activities	and	facilities	are	available	now

Too	many	programs,	activities	and	facilities	are	available	now

Undecided/Don’t	Know

Total 240

Many	more
programs,
activities...

Somewhat
more

programs,...

Enough
programs,
activities...

Too	many
programs,
activities...

Undecided/Don’t
Know

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Answer	Choices Responses
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Q3	What	other	programs,	activities	or
facilities	do	you	think	should	be	provided
that	are	not	currently	offered?	[write	in	up	to

3	responses]
Answered:	125	 Skipped:	117

# Responses Date

1 Nature	walks	and	observ ations	in	our	wonderf ul	parks.	Canoeing,	geocaching	&	birding. 8/9/2013	9:38	AM

2 Other	than	the	concerts,	not	aware	of 	what	other	of f erings	are	av ailable. 8/6/2013	4:54	PM

3 Lacrosse	f ields	need	to	be	av ailable	.	This	is	a	quickly 	growing	sport	...	Got	to	keep	up	with	the	growth. 8/6/2013	10:11	AM

4 rec	building/community 	gym,	ice	rink,	more	soccer	f ields 8/3/2013	2:06	PM

5 more	bike	trails	so	more	people	can	get	to	the	parks	by 	trail	and	not	take	busy 	streets 8/2/2013	12:10	PM

6 Indoor	seasonal	recreation.	Neithborh/Community 	swimming	pools,	more	af f iliation	with	Huron	Valley 	Hospital
and	excerise

8/2/2013	7:14	AM

7 Adult	Sof tball,	roller	blade	hockey ,	lighted	f ields 8/1/2013	11:04	PM

8 Pickle	Ball 8/1/2013	5:17	PM

9 Disk	golf ,	a	dog	park 8/1/2013	3:49	PM

10 Bring	an	'uncorked'	wine	ev ent	to	a	park	in	commerce 7/31/2013	11:56	PM

11 I	would	like	a	pool	--	Ann	Arbor	has	3	pools	in	the	city .	I	would	like	a	Community 	Recreation	Center	like	other
cities	hav e	--	I	think	Troy 	is	an	example	--	I	would	like	to	hav e	a	newsletter	sent	to	the	house	listing	classes	and
Park	&	Recs	activ iites	--	Also,	I	see	signs	about	concerts	in	the	Park	-	but	the	print	and	details	are	so	small	that
when	I	driv e	by 	I	nev er	can	tell	where	or	which	park	the	activ ities	are	taking	place	in

7/31/2013	8:39	PM

12 Lacrosse	leagues 7/31/2013	7:17	PM

13 tours	of 	historic	homes	driv e	in	mov ies 7/31/2013	5:08	PM

14 Alway s	something	to	do	with	f amilies...concerts	in	the	park	are	a	great	idea	keep	it	up! 7/31/2013	4:22	PM

15 more	soccer	f ields 7/31/2013	3:13	PM

16 Family 	ev ents	f ocused	on	kid	ev ents 7/31/2013	1:59	PM

17 Completion	of 	improv ements	to	the	old	COE	Railroad	railbed	to	conv ert	same	to	biking/pedestrian	trail.	Creation
of 	and	use	of 	'Township	Newsletter'	to	inf orm	residents	of 	P&R	ev ents	and	f acilities.

7/31/2013	12:38	PM

18 Major	upgrade	of 	the	Community 	Center!	More	activ ities	(trips	etc.)	other	than	Senior	trips 7/31/2013	12:00	PM

19 I	don't	know	because	I	don't	know	what	is	currently 	of f ered 7/30/2013	9:10	AM

20 More	baseball	f ields,	more	basketball	courts,	public	swimming	pool 7/27/2013	4:21	PM

21 I	don't	really 	know	what	y ou	ev en	of f er,	which	means	y ou	need	to	do	more	adv ertising	about	y our	programs.	I
am	a	local	resident	and	I	don't	ev en	know	what	is	going	on.	ADVERTISE!!!!!!!	PROMOTE!!!!!!	GET	THE	WORD
OUT!!!!!

7/27/2013	12:34	AM

22 Additional	mountain	biking	trail	opportunities 7/25/2013	10:26	PM

23 Bark	park,	pav ed	biking	trails 7/25/2013	8:04	AM

24 day 	camps,	more	f amily 	programs 7/24/2013	11:09	PM

25 Mountain	bike	trails	like	Hickory 	Glennm 7/24/2013	11:08	PM

26 lacrosse	f acilities 7/24/2013	9:39	PM

27 Better	play ground,	more	music,	better	picnic	area	and	bathrooms 7/24/2013	5:32	PM

28 b.com 7/24/2013	3:30	PM

29 senior	activ ities-(exercise	classes-trips) 7/24/2013	12:09	PM

30 an	annual	community 	f estiv al;	a	community 	center	that	is	av ailable	to	more	than	senior	programs	(wow,	it
would	hav e	been	nice	to	acquire	one	of 	the	closed	elementary 	buildings	f or	this	purpose);	sidewalks	or	walking
paths	along	main	roads	like	Benstein	to	promote	more	walking/biking/activ ity

7/24/2013	10:40	AM

31 Lacrosse	f ields 7/24/2013	8:32	AM
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32 f risbee	golf 	f eather	bowling	f lag	f ootballt 7/23/2013	10:01	PM

33 Lacrosse	Field 7/23/2013	7:09	PM

34 Library 	programs,	parades	and	organized/sponsored	bike	rides/walking	ev ents 7/23/2013	11:33	AM

35 lacrosse	lessons/f ields 7/23/2013	7:45	AM

36 Lacrosse 7/23/2013	6:07	AM

37 more	mountain	bike	trails 7/23/2013	6:04	AM

38 Nature	programs 7/22/2013	4:25	PM

39 bike/walking	paths,golf 7/20/2013	9:40	PM

40 Expand	the	non-motorized	trailway 	sy stem,	dev elop	activ e	and	passiv e	recreation	on	the	Wise	Road	Property ,
and	install	improv ed,	y ear-round	bathroom	f acilities	at	all	parks

7/20/2013	2:58	PM

41 Dog	park,	trails	that	can	be	used	f or	cross	country 	sking,	soccer	f ields 7/20/2013	10:04	AM

42 more	security 	patrols,	lighting 7/20/2013	8:28	AM

43 More	baseball	and	soccer	f ields 7/18/2013	10:35	PM

44 More	biking	and	walking	inf rastructure	so	that	people	can	get	around,	and	get	to	existing	and	new	recreational
f acilities.	More	bike	lanes,	share	the	road	reminders,	as	well	as	dedicated	pathway s	and	mountain	bike	trails.

7/18/2013	4:08	PM

45 Mountain	Bike	specif ic	trails 7/18/2013	12:48	PM

46 none	but	inprov e	the	practice	areas	and	roads 7/18/2013	10:29	AM

47 skate	park. 7/18/2013	10:04	AM

48 It	would	be	great	f or	the	Gladiator	Lacrosse	organization	to	hav e	dedicated	f ields	like	other	sports	organizations
in	the	area!

7/17/2013	9:48	PM

49 Disc	Golf 	in	the	community 7/17/2013	7:44	PM

50 I	do	not	know	what	is	currently 	av ailable 7/17/2013	9:27	AM

51 Splash	park 7/17/2013	9:02	AM

52 More	bike/walking	paths 7/17/2013	8:52	AM

53 Motorsport	area	f or	small	motorsports	golf carts	go	karts	mini	bikes	etc. 7/17/2013	2:08	AM

54 more	mountain	biking 7/16/2013	9:44	PM

55 Nature	education	f acility ;	community 	gardens;	f acility /program	support	staf f 7/16/2013	6:05	PM

56 hockey 	arena,	indoor	sof tball/baseball	f acility ,	community 	f itness	center 7/16/2013	4:15	PM

57 More	mountain	biking	trails! 7/16/2013	4:07	PM

58 Spray scape	park 7/16/2013	4:07	PM

59 ice	skating	rink	(winter)	in	a	park	or	on	m5	connection	between	Pontiac	trail	and	Oakley 	park	like	campus
martius

7/16/2013	2:50	PM

60 More	Hiking/Biking	trails 7/16/2013	2:35	PM

61 I	woul	like	to	see	Dodge	Park	be	completed	the	way 	it	was	suppose	to	be.	There	was	a	plan	and	then	only 	the
Soccer	f ields	were	updated	with	the	small	play 	area.	What	happen	to	the	basketball	and	baseball	f ields?

7/16/2013	12:24	PM

62 Lacrosse,	croquet,	v olley ball 7/16/2013	12:13	PM

63 Upgrades	needed	f or	Hickory 	Glenn	Park,	and	Clara	Miller	Park 7/16/2013	11:58	AM

64 Not	sure	what	is	of f ered	or	ev en	how	to	participate.	Emails	should	go	out	to	all	residents	so	they 	know	what	is
out	there.

7/16/2013	11:51	AM

65 Dog	parks,	crossf ire	trails,	more	designated	biking	areas 7/16/2013	11:33	AM

66 A	Dog	Park 7/16/2013	11:15	AM

67 splash	park,	children's	adv enture	club	(ie:	hiking,	wall	climbing,	etc), 7/16/2013	11:02	AM

68 paddle	board,	workout	f acilities,	community 	pool 7/16/2013	10:56	AM

69 surv iv al	classes	f or	boy s 7/16/2013	10:08	AM

70 concerts	and	mov ies	in	the	park,	carniv als/f air	ev ents 7/16/2013	9:53	AM

71 junior	golf 	program,	baseball	f ields 7/16/2013	9:44	AM
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72 More	summer	activ ities	av ailable	thru	parks	and	rec	v ersus	the	schools 7/16/2013	9:26	AM

73 Outdoor	ev ents 7/16/2013	9:13	AM

74 Lacrosse 7/16/2013	9:13	AM

75 swimming	lessons	at	high	school,	not	through	Tridents 7/16/2013	9:09	AM

76 Better	camps.	Wlce	camps	area	awf ul	most	people	spend	money 	elsewhere 7/16/2013	9:06	AM

77 Bike	paths 7/16/2013	8:51	AM

78 Activ ities	f or	children	starting	at	3 7/16/2013	8:32	AM

79 tennis 7/16/2013	8:28	AM

80 More	sports	related	f ields	(lighted	f ields,	concessions,	bathrooms),	model	af ter	what	cities	like	Northv ille	hav e
done.	Hav e	dev elopers	donate	time	and	materials	if 	they 	want	to	build	homes	in	our	community .

7/16/2013	8:27	AM

81 Organized	sports 7/16/2013	8:24	AM

82 Educational	programs	f or	hunting	&	f ishing.	Nature	trips.	Limited	out	door	camping. 7/16/2013	7:47	AM

83 disc	golf ,	dog	park,	more	trails--marked.	Community 	center 7/15/2013	7:32	PM

84 skate	park 7/15/2013	6:55	PM

85 Acquire	Union	Lk	launch	site	and	turn	into	scuba	div e	site,	this	is	one	of 	the	only 	inland	lake	site	in	the	state
suitable	f or	div ing

7/15/2013	3:02	PM

86 nature	center	that	educates	ev ery one	f rom	kids,	f amilies,	adults	about	how	to	respect	wildlif e	and	the	dif f erent
ty pes	of 	wildlif e	that	call	Michigan	home.	More	f estiv als,	wine	tastings,	and	ev ents	that	inv olv e	f ood	and
music.

7/15/2013	2:29	PM

87 skate	park,	boat	rental,	more	winter	activ ities. 7/15/2013	1:31	PM

88 Bike	trails	or	paths	to	connect	other	recreation	areas	&	trails	together 7/15/2013	11:51	AM

89 Mountain	bike	trails 7/14/2013	10:32	PM

90 A	bike	path	along	Wise	road	down	Carrol	Lake	road	connecting	to	Dodge	Park,	more	concerts	in	the	parks	and	a
community 	swimming	pool

7/14/2013	4:41	PM

91 Bike	trails	along	major	corridors	such	as	Commerce	and	Cooley 	Lake 7/13/2013	8:08	AM

92 Mountain	Biking	Loop	in	old	East	Proud	Lake	Property 7/12/2013	3:12	PM

93 mountain	biking	trails 7/12/2013	11:48	AM

94 Expand	trail	network 7/12/2013	11:24	AM

95 Girls	v olley ball	at	elem	age 7/12/2013	10:49	AM

96 MTB 7/12/2013	10:21	AM

97 Do	to	the	popularity 	of 	Lacrosse....Lacrosse 7/12/2013	10:00	AM

98 more	mountain	bike	trails 7/12/2013	8:53	AM

99 Mountain	Biking 7/12/2013	8:34	AM

100 Indoor	arts	and	music	theater/f acility 	with	rental	opportunities-near	the	Martin	Parkway ,	splash	pad	in	a	park-
may be	Richardson	Center	area	which	is	centrally 	located,	expanded	media	center	f or	library 	more	centrally
located-may be	along	Oakley 	Park	near	the	Credit	Union,	again	centrally 	located.

7/12/2013	8:16	AM

101 More	bike	paths	and	trails.	Nice	v olley ball	courts. 7/11/2013	11:45	PM

102 MTB	and	BMX	dirt	jumps,	skate	park	that	allows	bikes,	and	more	singletrack	MTB	trails. 7/11/2013	11:18	PM

103 Geocaching 7/11/2013	9:42	PM

104 Dog	Park,	dog	swimming	with	dock	div ing	capability 7/11/2013	9:17	PM

105 v olley 	ball 7/11/2013	9:06	PM

106 a	nice	mountain	bike	trail	like	the	one	in	Milf ord 7/11/2013	9:05	PM

107 Don't	know 7/11/2013	6:20	PM

108 Children's	Summer	Activ ities,	Family 	Ev ents,	Publications	sent	to	homes 7/11/2013	5:23	PM

109 More	f amily 	ev ents 7/11/2013	3:11	PM

110 Farmers	Market,	Craf t	show,	Antique	show 7/11/2013	2:36	PM

111 community 	garden,	Lacross,	improv ements	to	parks 7/11/2013	2:20	PM
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112 A	community 	pool.	There	are	none	in	any 	local	area.	Let	people	who	liv e	outside	Commerce	belong	and	pay 	a
higher	price	f or	swimming.

7/11/2013	2:02	PM

113 Summer	ball	f orgirls 7/11/2013	1:46	PM

114 Better	/	more	summer	and	af ter	school	care	would	be	nice 7/11/2013	12:29	PM

115 Community 	pool,	sprinkler	park, 7/11/2013	12:19	PM

116 Basketball,	Volley ball 7/11/2013	11:48	AM

117 A	true	musical	complex 7/11/2013	10:18	AM

118 More	f amily /	community 	ev ent 7/11/2013	9:09	AM

119 Dog	park,	improv ed	f acilities	at	existing	parks 7/11/2013	8:50	AM

120 More	sidewalks,	along	main	roads 7/11/2013	8:06	AM

121 the	economy 	should	be	considered	bef ore	any 	more	tax	dollars	are	used	f or	recreation....help	the	schools	f irst 7/10/2013	3:43	PM

122 Educational,Historic,Nature 7/10/2013	3:30	PM

123 Festiv al,	art	f airs	-	look	at	Walled	Lake	they 	hav e	more	ev ents	than	Commerce	and	Commerce	has	more	open
space	where	ev ents	could	be	held

7/10/2013	3:10	PM

124 Lighting	of 	Christmas	Tree,	Parades,Pav illion	to	use	in	park	that	has	restrooms	rent	or	scheduled 7/10/2013	2:42	PM

125 community 	pool,	y outh	summer	prograns	that	aren't	sports 7/10/2013	1:14	PM
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14.16% 32

38.94% 88

38.94% 88

0.44% 1

7.52% 17

Q4	Thinking	about	the	number	of	parks	in
Commerce	Township,	do	you	believe	that

overall….
Answered:	226	 Skipped:	16

Much	more	parkland	is	needed

Somewhat	more	parkland	is	needed

Enough	parkland	is	available	now

Too	much	parkland	is	available	now

Undecided/Don’t	Know

Total 226
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Q5	Is	there	a	specific	location	with	the
Township	where	you	think	more	parkland
should	be	set	aside	and	developed?	[Write

in	up	to	3	locations]
Answered:	79	 Skipped:	163

# Responses Date

1 I	would	improv e	the	parklands	we	hav e	now	with	better	signage,	benches,	walking	trails,	general	clean	up.	Clean
up	the	"Nike	site"	and	make	it	more	user	f riendly .	Right	now,	it	is	an	underutilized	park.

8/9/2013	9:41	AM

2 West	of 	Longs	Apple	Orchard	past	the	abandoned	house.	All	that	scrubland	could	make	a	nice	prairie/wilderness
trail.

8/6/2013	5:03	PM

3 Wise	road	has	an	abundance	of 	land. 8/6/2013	10:11	AM

4 More	parkland	would	be	great,	but	it	does	not	need	to	be	dev eloped. 8/5/2013	8:35	AM

5 Parkland	(athletic	f acilities)	that	are	easily 	accessible	to	expressway s,	so	as	to	make	rental	to	members	of
other	communities	conv enient

8/3/2013	2:07	PM

6 wise	and	carroll	lake 8/2/2013	12:11	PM

7 Southwest	Commerce,	Maple	Glen	dev eloped 8/2/2013	8:45	AM

8 Northwest	corner	of 	Commerce	Township	could	use	a	park	-	smaller	with	a	couple	of 	ball	f ields	and	soccer	f ield. 8/1/2013	11:05	PM

9 Northwest	corner	of 	the	township 8/1/2013	3:50	PM

10 it	would	be	neat	to	hav e	more	things	to	do	around	Proud	Lake	Rec	area...	looking	f or	a	nature	center	/
play ground/destination	in	north/west	commerce	similar	to	that	of 	Marshbank	Park	in	W	Bloom

7/31/2013	11:57	PM

11 No	-	but	I	think	y ou	need	to	dev elop	a	recreational	f acility 	with	an	indoor	and	outdoor	pool.	I	liv ed	in	Ann	Arbor
and	it	was	a	wonderf ul	city 	to	raise	children	in	--	we	could	take	them	to	the	pool	and	hav e	them	learn	how	to
swim	--	it	was	great!	There	were	y oga	classes	in	the	park	and	Tai	Chi	by 	the	riv er	--	it	was	great	--	none	of
these	things	exist	here	which	is	disappointing!

7/31/2013	8:42	PM

12 Northwest	area 7/31/2013	7:18	PM

13 Near	Lake	Sherwood 7/31/2013	4:23	PM

14 Wise	road 7/31/2013	3:14	PM

15 South	end	of 	Township.	East	side	o	Township,	possibly 	within	Martin	Parkway 	dev elopment	area	(as	part	of
larger	commercial	or	residential	dev elopment).

7/31/2013	12:39	PM

16 Dodge	Park	V 7/31/2013	11:47	AM

17 No 7/30/2013	9:10	AM

18 Green	space	is	a	big	part	of 	making	a	community 	a	plac	where	people	want	to	liv e	(	read	about	it!).	The	more
green	spaces	the	more	pleasant	it	is.	I	lov e	hav ing	Proud	Lake	Recreation	area	in	our	backy ard.	I	lov e	the	rails
to	trails.	I	lov e	small	green	spaces	in	our	urban	areas.	I	think	Commerce	Twp.	as	it	grows	should	keep	as	much
green	space	as	possible	in	the	new	dev eloping	area	of 	M-5	and	Pontiac	Trail.	.....by 	the	way 	lov e	the	f ield	of
daisy 's...keep	that	and	MORE!	Keep	it	Green!	The	returns	will	be	in	a	more	ebraceable	community 	in	the	f uture
---	f orward	thinking~~	~	Keep	the	arts	inv olv ed	also.

7/27/2013	12:39	AM

19 I'd	like	to	see	the	Wise	Rd.	property 	dev eloped	into	a	usable	park. 7/25/2013	8:06	AM

20 b.com 7/24/2013	3:30	PM

21 1.	Dev elop	more	of 	Dodge	(where	is	that	water	park?)	WITH	bathroom	f acilities	y ear	round	2.	Make	a	central
park	somewhere	along	Martin	Pkwy 	where	the	community 	can	come	together	(similar	to	Milf ord,	Northv ille,
Brighton,	and	countless	other	communities)	WITH	y ear-round	bathroom	f acilities	and	prov ide	a	kiosk	where
people	can	post	f ly ers	and	inf ormation	to	f acilitate	communication	about	ev ents	and	groups

7/24/2013	10:43	AM

22 Property 	of f 	wise	rd 7/23/2013	10:01	PM

23 old	nike	missile	site	would	be	great	f or	some	mountain	bike	trails 7/23/2013	6:05	AM

24 Fronting	some	lake	areas 7/22/2013	4:26	PM

25 Along	the	Martin	Parkway 	corridor 7/20/2013	9:45	PM

26 No	more	needed 7/20/2013	10:04	AM

27 Walled	Lake	School	sy stem	property 	The	old	proud	lake	north	unit 7/20/2013	8:29	AM
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28 of f 	wise	road	ev en	a	area	f or	riding	orv 7/20/2013	6:32	AM

29 Dev elop	more	parks	in	the	north	side	of 	the	township	(Wise	Rd	property ) 7/19/2013	8:34	AM

30 The	old	missile	site	of f 	wise	rd.	has	plenty 	of 	room	f or	parkland	and	play 	f ields.	Finish	dev eloping	Dodge	Park
5	to	what	is	in	the	master	plan.

7/18/2013	10:38	PM

31 The	newly -acquired	f ormer	Proud	Lake	property 	-	preserv e	it	by 	putting	in	biking	and	hiking	trails.	Any 	other
undev eloped	land	should	be	preserv ed:	when	it's	gone,	it's	gone	f orev er,	and	there	is	plenty 	of 	capacity 	in
existing	dev eloped	areas	(commercial	and	residential.)	Mountain	Bike	trails	at	Dodge	Park	#5.

7/18/2013	4:20	PM

32 LA	baseball	f ields	and	hawks	f ootball	f ields 7/18/2013	10:31	AM

33 East	of 	union	lk. 7/18/2013	10:05	AM

34 South	end 7/17/2013	3:22	PM

35 need	soccer	f ields 7/17/2013	10:09	AM

36 I	would	like	to	see	more	parks	around	the	lakes.	like	on	Union	lake	next	to	Matter	of 	taste.	Allows	more	of 	us
who	don't	hav e	lake	f ront	property 	to	enjoy 	the	lakes	on	the	hot	day s.

7/17/2013	9:28	AM

37 More	trails	in	the	woods	of 	thearea	f or	biking	hiking	easy 	transit	paths 7/17/2013	2:10	AM

38 north	western	area 7/16/2013	6:06	PM

39 open	land	across	f rom	Walled	Lake	Central	H.S.	f or	a	combined	hockey 	arena	and	indoor	sof tball/baseball
play ing	f acility

7/16/2013	4:19	PM

40 Ev erywhere.	We	are	going	to	be	really 	sad	if 	we	let	dev elopment	swallow	all	pieces	of 	open	land.	Need	to	cap	it
now	by 	preserv ing	more	park	land!

7/16/2013	4:08	PM

41 M5	between	Pontiac	trail	and	Oakley 	park 7/16/2013	2:51	PM

42 Finsh	Dodge	Park,	it	is	so	beautif ul	there. 7/16/2013	12:25	PM

43 Sleeth	road 7/16/2013	12:14	PM

44 Public	beach	and	lake	access	on	any 	lakes,	more	dev elopment	at	dodge	park 7/16/2013	11:34	AM

45 I	think	that	there	should	be	a	dog	park	located	in	Dodge	Park	Number	5. 7/16/2013	11:16	AM

46 the	dodge	soccer	complex	is	nice.	Indoor	bathrooms	would	be	nice 7/16/2013	9:44	AM

47 We	need	to	utilize	the	parks	we	hav e	and	dev elop	them	better 7/16/2013	9:27	AM

48 by 	library 7/16/2013	9:10	AM

49 North	end	of 	the	township.	Connect	bike	baths	f rom	end-to-end	of 	community . 7/16/2013	8:28	AM

50 No	specif ic	location;	howev er,	existing	land	needs	dev elopment 7/16/2013	8:28	AM

51 Not	necessarily 7/16/2013	8:25	AM

52 Northwest	area,	but	the	newly 	purchased	land	on	Wise	Road	could	f ill	that	v oid. 7/16/2013	7:48	AM

53 more	in	the	northwest	part	of 	twp. 7/15/2013	7:32	PM

54 Glengary 	next	to	Maple	Glen	Park 7/15/2013	3:19	PM

55 Union	Lk	div e	site	at	old	launch	site 7/15/2013	3:03	PM

56 Coordinate	with	Wolv erine	Lake	more. 7/15/2013	1:32	PM

57 Near	proud	lake 7/15/2013	11:52	AM

58 Hickory 	Glen.	Additional	mileage	to	the	Mountain	bike	course 7/12/2013	3:28	PM

59 not	sure 7/12/2013	10:00	AM

60 Hickory 	Glen	mountain	bike	trails 7/12/2013	8:54	AM

61 500	Acres	acquired	f rom	Proud	Lake	Rec	Area	-	prime	mountain	biking	opportunity . 7/12/2013	8:36	AM

62 Some	of 	the	Martin	Parkway 	should	be	enhanced	and	dev eloped	to	prov ide	walkway s,	bike	way s,	execs	rise
stations	and	opportunities	f or	picnic	tables,	benches.

7/12/2013	8:18	AM

63 The	old	missile	base	should	be	turned	into	a	park. 7/12/2013	4:07	AM

64 The	area	north	of 	the	newton	and	commerce	intersection.	Also	a	bike	path	or	larger	shoulder	along	commerce	rd
(east/west)

7/11/2013	11:48	PM

65 Maple,	east	of 	Beck	should	be	lef t	alone	or	a	park.	No	multi-f amily 	housing.	Rail	trail	should	be	completed. 7/11/2013	11:31	PM

66 No 7/11/2013	6:20	PM
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67 Keep	land	that	is	DDA	as	Park	between	Library 	&	Welch 7/11/2013	5:23	PM

68 Neat	the	Martin	Parkway 	and	Commerce	Library 	where	there	is	heav y 	traf f ic	and	an	abundance	of 	land. 7/11/2013	2:36	PM

69 Near	the	library 7/11/2013	12:29	PM

70 Dodge	Park	could	be	expanded	and	used	f or	more	activ ities	The	area	near	Wise	Road	could	be	dev eloped	f or
children's	and	adult	activ ities/sports

7/11/2013	11:49	AM

71 no 7/11/2013	10:01	AM

72 Lake	access	option	f or	swimming	should	be	looked	at.	We	could	do	a	key hole	with	most	of 	park	of f 	lake.
May be	old	dnr	boat	launch	on	union	lake

7/11/2013	9:11	AM

73 I	would	really 	lov e	to	see	the	area	near	the	library 	dev eloped.	It	has	so	much	potential! 7/11/2013	8:50	AM

74 Finish	up	Dodge	Park	Behind	the	Township	Hall	Wise	road 7/11/2013	8:06	AM

75 The	old	missile	site 7/10/2013	6:46	PM

76 NO 7/10/2013	3:46	PM

77 Old	Nike	Site,	Dodge	5,	History 	of 	the	land	and	the	roll	it	play ed	in	our	nations	history . 7/10/2013	3:34	PM

78 Wise	road	property 	that	was	just	purchased 7/10/2013	3:11	PM

79 Making	the	land	on	Wise	Road	a	nice	park	with	lots	of 	play round	equipment,	drinking	f ountains	and	restrooms
with	a	ov al	walking	path	on	the	perimeter.

7/10/2013	2:44	PM
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18.55% 41
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16.29% 36
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4.52% 10

Q6	Overall,	how	would	you	rate	the	job
being	done	providing	recreational	programs
and	facilities	in	Commerce	Township	–

would	you	give	a	positive	rating	of	excellent
or	pretty	good,	or	a	negative	rating	of	only

fair	or	poor?
Answered:	221	 Skipped:	21
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Total 221
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Q7	What	stands	out	for	you	as	the	main
reason	why	you	offered	a	positive	rating	of
(Excellent/Pretty	Good)?	[Write	Comment]

Answered:	114	 Skipped:	128

# Responses Date

1 There	seems	to	be	many 	good	programs	of f ered...	Alway s	room	f or	improv ement 8/6/2013	10:12	AM

2 the	new	dodge	park	on	commerce	and	commerce 8/2/2013	12:12	PM

3 I	can	see	things	starting	to	happen	(Dodge	Park	dev elopment	&	Friday 	night	mov ies)	-	It's	apparent	there	are
people	on	the	board	that	want	more	f or	f amily 	activ ities	-	it's	a	good	thing

8/2/2013	8:52	AM

4 Baseball/sof tball	parks,	lakes	recreation,	biking	trails,	open	green	spaces 8/2/2013	7:15	AM

5 I	think,	f rom	what	I	know	they 	do	a	good	job.	I	hav e	nothing	negativ e	to	say . 8/1/2013	11:27	PM

6 People	seem	to	be	happy 	to	liv e	in	commerce	township. 8/1/2013	3:51	PM

7 Existing	parks	and	programs	of f ered 8/1/2013	7:53	AM

8 Good	Communication	of 	ev ents	v ia	sign	postings	on	major	roads,	huge	benef it	f or	us	participating! 7/31/2013	11:58	PM

9 I	see	many 	people	using	the	parks!	I	really 	like	what	has	been	done	with	Dodge	Park	5! 7/31/2013	8:09	PM

10 Just	the	parks	themselv es 7/31/2013	7:19	PM

11 the	concerts	in	the	new	area	of f 	South	Commerce	Road 7/31/2013	5:08	PM

12 Dodge	park 7/31/2013	3:14	PM

13 There	is	a	large	amount	of 	park	land	and	walking	trails.	Would	like	to	see	a	larger	play 	area	f or	kids. 7/31/2013	2:04	PM

14 Number	and	quality 	of 	current	ev ents	of f ered. 7/31/2013	12:42	PM

15 There	is	continued	dev elopment	and	maintenance	of 	the	parks	in	the	area. 7/31/2013	11:48	AM

16 The	new	concession	stand/restrooms	at	Hickory 	Glen	are	v ery 	nice 7/27/2013	4:22	PM

17 robert	long	nature	area 7/27/2013	9:59	AM

18 Concert	in	the	Park	Mov ies	in	the	Park 7/26/2013	3:43	PM

19 I	enjoy 	all	of 	the	properties	Commerce	has	to	of f er	including	Hickory 	Glenn	f or	its	mountain	bike	trials. 7/25/2013	10:28	PM

20 Nice	land	&	good	programs 7/24/2013	11:09	PM

21 Lots	of 	av ailable	open	space.	Partnering	with	y outh	sports	leagues	who	prov ide	inf racture. 7/24/2013	12:20	PM

22 Ef f ort 7/23/2013	7:46	AM

23 parks	are	alway s	well	maintained 7/23/2013	6:06	AM

24 Facilities	are	nice	and	kept	up 7/22/2013	4:26	PM

25 Lakeshore	Park	mtb	trails	are	f antastic.	Not	100%	sure	they 	are	in	Commerce. 7/22/2013	11:12	AM

26 Variety 	of 	what	is	of f ered,	f air	costs 7/20/2013	9:47	PM

27 Preserv ing	open	space	has	meant	we	can	prov ide	increased	opportunities	f or	recreation	and	protect
env ironmentally 	sensitiv e	areas;	The	bike	path	along	South	Commerce	Road	has	turned	a	dangerous	road	on
which	to	ev en	walk,	into	a	heav ily 	used,	wonderf ul	trail	connection	that	residents	of 	all	ages	use.

7/20/2013	3:08	PM

28 Doing	what	can	be	done	with	limited	money 7/20/2013	10:07	AM

29 Township	does	a	good	job	seeking	input 7/20/2013	8:30	AM

30 considering	iv e	liv ed	here	f or	46	y rs	and	just	now	heard	about	parks	and	rec 7/20/2013	6:32	AM

31 There	are	a	lot	of 	programs,	soccer,	baseball	and	sof tball	etc.	av ailable	to	the	kids. 7/19/2013	8:59	AM

32 I	like	ev ents	like	concert	s	and	library 	ev ents	in	the	parks.	There	seem	to	be	enough	sports	f ields	f or	a	v ariety
of 	activ ities.

7/18/2013	4:51	PM

33 Alway s	updating,and	buy ing	land	to	protect. 7/18/2013	10:07	AM

34 Many 	options	av ailable. 7/17/2013	9:51	PM

35 I	just	see	a	lot	of 	programs	and	people	hav ing	f un. 7/17/2013	8:42	PM
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36 Lakes	Athletics	Association	runs	a	terrif ic	program	now	of f ering	trav el	baseball	as	well	as	house	baseball.	They
are	also	of f ering	tournaments	at	the	Lakes	f ields	which	makes	things	v ery 	conv enient	and	close	to	home.

7/17/2013	7:46	PM

37 well	maintaned	conv enient 7/17/2013	3:23	PM

38 Baseball	f ields	at	Hickory 	glen. 7/17/2013	12:10	PM

39 lov e	dodge	park 7/17/2013	10:09	AM

40 I	like	the	changes	that	were	made	on	Martin	Parkway . 7/17/2013	9:29	AM

41 Plenty 	of 	dif f erent	activ ities	are	of f ered. 7/17/2013	9:03	AM

42 Nice	parks;	appreciate	bike/walking	paths	that	we	do	hav e 7/17/2013	8:54	AM

43 We	are	enjoy ing	the	concerts	in	the	summer,	programs	at	the	library ,	etc.	It	would	be	nice	if 	we	had	an	actual
"downtown"	area.

7/17/2013	8:12	AM

44 Good	setup	f or	activ ities	an	dev elopement 7/17/2013	2:11	AM

45 Dodge	park	is	maintained. 7/16/2013	7:58	PM

46 The	areas	alway s	seem	maintained 7/16/2013	4:45	PM

47 Maple	Glen	Park 7/16/2013	4:20	PM

48 I	like	the	improv ements	at	dodge	5	and	richardson	in	the	recent	past 7/16/2013	4:09	PM

49 Enjoy able	park	sy stem 7/16/2013	4:08	PM

50 The	current	parks	seem	to	be	well	taken	care	of . 7/16/2013	12:25	PM

51 upkeep 7/16/2013	11:59	AM

52 The	parks	are	v ery 	nicely 	maintained 7/16/2013	11:54	AM

53 Baseball 7/16/2013	11:17	AM

54 Parks	seem	to	be	well	cared	f or	and	of f er	a	v ariety 	of 	opportunities. 7/16/2013	10:54	AM

55 The	baseball	f ields	are	nice 7/16/2013	10:43	AM

56 Well	maintained 7/16/2013	10:22	AM

57 The	staf f 	is	great,	and	we	enjoy 	our	selv es	in	all	the	programs	we	took 7/16/2013	10:11	AM

58 My 	kids	play 	baseball	and	the	parks	that	we	use	are	in	pretty 	good	shape.	We	like	the	new	consession	stand. 7/16/2013	9:56	AM

59 Dodge	complex 7/16/2013	9:45	AM

60 Parks	are	generally 	well	kept,	grass	cut,	equipment	maintained 7/16/2013	9:33	AM

61 The	parks	are	alway s	nice	and	clean. 7/16/2013	9:14	AM

62 good	of f ering	of 	programs,	quality 	of 	instruction	is	v ery 	good 7/16/2013	9:11	AM

63 Open	space	is	a	premium	and	commerce	seems	to	care	a	little	about	that....	Upset	land	by 	wln	was	sold:( 7/16/2013	9:08	AM

64 Hickory 	Glen	Park	Baseball	f ields,	used	by 	my 	f amily 	through	Lakes	Athletic	Asss.	baseball 7/16/2013	8:53	AM

65 Meets	my 	f amily 's	needs 7/16/2013	8:52	AM

66 I	see	continuous	improv ement	being	done	throughout	the	community .	The	improv ement	to	Dodge	Park,	the
addition	of 	bike	paths,	etc.

7/16/2013	8:30	AM

67 well	maintained 7/16/2013	8:29	AM

68 The	number	and	cleanliness 7/16/2013	8:27	AM

69 From	a	baseball	only 	perspectiv e	the	f acilities	are	plentif ul 7/16/2013	8:24	AM

70 Number	of 	Kids	in	base	ball,	f ootball	with	out	hav ing	a	Parks	Director. 7/16/2013	7:50	AM

71 We	hav e	enough	sports	parks	in	my 	opinion.	Twp	does	a	great	job	with	these.	I	would	be	adamantly 	against
f urther	dev elopment	of 	Dodge	Park	into	sports-related	activ ities.	We	need	to	leav e	some	green	space	f or
walking,	picnicking,	bird-watching	&	tranquility .	.

7/15/2013	7:22	PM

72 parks	staf f 	is	great,	alway s	polite	and	alway s	striv ing	to	make	things	better 7/15/2013	3:50	PM

73 The	Hickory 	Glen	mountain	bike	trails	are	excellent	and	v ery 	nice	to	hav e	so	close	to	home 7/15/2013	3:46	PM

74 Activ ities	av ailable	and	quality 	of 	the	activ ities 7/15/2013	3:20	PM

75 More	stuf f 	to	do	than	a	ty pical	suburb. 7/15/2013	1:33	PM

76 There	are	already 	some	bike	paths	established 7/15/2013	11:54	AM
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77 All	the	areas	are	well	kept	and	av ailable 7/12/2013	10:23	PM

78 It	seems	to	hav e	good	programs	f or	ev ery one. 7/12/2013	3:29	PM

79 Hickory 	Glen	park	Numerous	Ball	f ields	Proud	Lake	Rec.	Area 7/12/2013	3:12	PM

80 The	township	is	committed	to	of f ering	many 	recreational	activ ities	and	working	with	v arious	user	groups. 7/12/2013	11:42	AM

81 Our	daughter	has	enjoy ed	all	the	programs	she's	participated	in 7/12/2013	10:51	AM

82 We	play 	in	Inter-Lakes	and	Commerce	Little	league,	the	f acilities	are	f antastic.	Very 	f amily 	f riendly
env ironment	which	makes	the	experience	f or	play ers,	coaches,	and	f ans	wonderf ul

7/12/2013	10:01	AM

83 well	maintained	by 	Michigan	mountain	bike	members 7/12/2013	8:54	AM

84 Hickory 	Glen	park	has	a	f un	mountain	bike	trail. 7/12/2013	8:37	AM

85 Lots	of 	hiking/biking	trails. 7/12/2013	8:35	AM

86 Clean 7/12/2013	7:51	AM

87 We	hav e	boating/water	sports,	mt.	biking,	pav ed	bike	trails,	concerts, 7/12/2013	7:12	AM

88 The	parks	I	use	are	clean	and	well	taken	care	of . 7/12/2013	4:08	AM

89 I	think	the	improv ements	to	dodge	park	and	the	bike	path	to	hickory 	glen	are	great.	I	use	the	multiple	times	per
week.

7/11/2013	11:50	PM

90 Hickory 	Glen	and	Proud	lake	areas	are	excellent.	Mountain	bike	and	hiking	trails	make	the	community 	unique
and	great	to	liv e	here.

7/11/2013	11:31	PM

91 The	awesome	mountain	bike	trails	at	Hickory 	Glen	Park. 7/11/2013	11:19	PM

92 No	complains 7/11/2013	9:42	PM

93 Cleanliness 7/11/2013	9:18	PM

94 Ilgsl.	Lov e	girls	sof tball 7/11/2013	9:07	PM

95 The	locations	and	condition	of 	the	parks,	open	areas. 7/11/2013	6:21	PM

96 Parks	are	clean	and	pretty . 7/11/2013	4:11	PM

97 the	concerts	and	mov ies 7/11/2013	3:16	PM

98 My 	child	play s	sof tball	at	Glengarry 	park	and	it	is	well	maintained	other	than	the	parking	is	horrible. 7/11/2013	3:13	PM

99 Very 	f amily 	f riendly 	and	clean. 7/11/2013	3:07	PM

100 I	hav e	liv ed	in	Commerce	f or	almost	31	y ears	and	it	has	alway s	had	great	programs. 7/11/2013	2:37	PM

101 InterLakes	girls	sof tball 7/11/2013	2:03	PM

102 f ields	are	alway s	taken	care	of 7/11/2013	1:47	PM

103 my 	children	participate	in	many 	activ iites	in	commerce 7/11/2013	1:23	PM

104 Seems	like	there	is	something	f or	ev ery one 7/11/2013	12:35	PM

105 The	organization	and	land	I	go	though,	Interlakes	Girls	Sof tball,	is	great.	I	play ed	there	as	a	kid	and	I	now	coach
there.

7/11/2013	12:24	PM

106 We	lov e	the	Maple	Glen	f ields	f or	sof tball 7/11/2013	12:24	PM

107 ILGSL,	hawks	f ootball,	lakes	baseball.	All	f ields	are	kept	v ery 	nicely . 7/11/2013	12:21	PM

108 Nice	f ields,	alway s	packed 7/11/2013	12:16	PM

109 By 	allowing	non-prof it	organization/groups	to	v olunteer	and	dev elop	the	local	sports/programs	allows	costs	to
stay 	low	so	that	more	f amilies	are	able	to	enjoy .

7/11/2013	11:51	AM

110 Not	enough	area	awareness 7/11/2013	10:23	AM

111 With	the	amount	of 	money 	that	is	av ailable,	I	believ e	that	the	Township	has	worked	diligently 	to	spend	in	it	in
the	most	economical	way s,	to	prov ide	all	age	groups	recreational	opportunities.

7/11/2013	8:09	AM

112 because	f or	the	times	we	are	in	things	are	adequate...and	af f ordable... 7/10/2013	3:46	PM

113 With	the	limited	resources	prov ided	they 	do	a	great	job. 7/10/2013	3:36	PM

114 The	parks	are	used	and	clean. 7/10/2013	2:53	PM
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Q8	What	stands	out	for	you	as	the	main
reason	why	you	offered	a	negative	rating	of

(Only	Fair/Poor)?	[Write	Comment]
Answered:	52	 Skipped:	190

# Responses Date

1 The	only 	reason	f or	the	f air	rating	is	because	I	am	unaware	of 	the	programs	being	of f ered,	due	to	lack	of
adv ertisement	or	publication.

8/9/2013	9:43	AM

2 Lack	of 	awareness	of 	programs.	The	f ault	lies	with	me,	but	if 	I	saw	more	of 	it	(easier	website	access,	Spinal
Column,	Township	newsletter?)	I	would	try 	to	attend	more.

8/6/2013	5:04	PM

3 I	am	not	aware,	or	do	not	use,	much	of 	what	Commerce	Twp's	Parks	and	Rec	of f er	to	the	community . 8/3/2013	2:08	PM

4 Quality 	of 	the	maintenance	of 	the	parks	is	only 	f air. 8/2/2013	11:39	AM

5 Seasonal	and	senior	activ ities 8/2/2013	7:15	AM

6 Parks	hav e	huge	potential	but	are	no	where	near	"best	in	class"	or	ev en	close	to	most	of 	other	cities	(Lake
Orion,	Liv onia,	Farmington	Hills,	Nov i,	etc.).	Land	and	location	is	outstanding	but	parks	need	a	design
makeov er.

8/1/2013	11:07	PM

7 Don't	hear	much	about	the	activ ities. 8/1/2013	5:18	PM

8 If 	y ou	of f er	Park	&	Rec	classes,	I'v e	nev er	known	about	them.	There	may 	be	a	concert	or	two	of f ered	or	a
mov ie	night	--	but,	big	deal!	I	would	like	more	activ ities.	I	suggest	y ou	look	at	Ann	Arbor's	Park	&	Rec's
programs	-	it's	wonderf ul!!!!!	Just	copy 	them!	Also	-	if 	any one	wants	to	swim	and	exercise	in	commerce	twp	-
they 	hav e	to	join	Lif etime	Fitness	--	our	f amily 	pay s	ov er	$100	EACH	MONTH!!!	Which	is	f rustrating	becasue
we	know	that	a	city 	can	do	better	-	we	liv ed	in	Ann	Arbor!

7/31/2013	8:45	PM

9 I	don't	think	it's	ev er	been	communicated	to	me	what	is	av ailable? 7/30/2013	9:11	AM

10 Dodge	Park	comes	to	mind.	How	a	beautif ul	natural	park	with	an	amazing	pine	grov e	could	be	stripped	and
turned	into	a	soccer	f ield	is	bey ond	belief .	A	more	optimal	solution	would	hav e	been	to	install	a	trail	sy stem.
More	people	walk	and	ride	bicy cles	then	do	those	who	play 	soccer.

7/27/2013	4:35	PM

11 I	hav en't	heard	about	any 	of 	the	ev ents.	Commerce	Twp.	needs	to	be	a	town.	It	does	not	of f er	the	"sense	of
place"	that	people	are	wanting	in	their	community .	You	need	to	establish	that...and	I	know	y ou	are	try ing	with
the	planned	downtown	area	at	the	end	of 	M-5,	but	it	is	still	not	established	as	a	center.	Untill	y ou	establish	it	as
a	center	it	will	be	hard	to	establish	"the	sense	of 	place".	Commerce	township	is	not	square	either,	it	is	hard	to
establish	where	Commerce	Twp.	is	and	what	is	Walled	Lake,	what	is	Wolv erine	Lake,	etc.	until	that	boundary 	is
def ined	all	of 	"us"	that	reside	in	these	surrouding	near	the	borders	of 	commerce	twp.	don't	hav e	an	allegence	to
any thing	that	is	a	city 	center,,,so	its	hard	to	answer	how	do	y ou	f eel	about	activ iites	in	Commerce	Twp.	when
i'm	not	clear	exactly 	to	what	was	being	of f ered	by 	the	township,	or	was	it	the	WLCSD	or	was	it	Multi-Lakes	or
was	it	Walled	Lake	or	Wolv erine	Lake.....I	do	notice	Dodge	Park,	clearly 	Commerce	Twp.	has	had	a	surgence
of 	concert	ev ents...I	did	notice!!	I	hav e	not	attended	but	I	did	notice	the	upsurge	of 	activ ity .	My 	f inal
word...establish	a	center....promote	it!

7/27/2013	12:47	AM

12 Not	enough	programs/not	enough	v ariety 7/24/2013	11:10	PM

13 Things	happen	f ar	too	slowly 7/24/2013	5:33	PM

14 We	pretty 	much	hav e	to	rely 	on	surrounding	communities	f or	organized	ev ents	and	activ ities	(other	than
classes	through	Community 	Ed	or	a	couple	of 	sports	organizations	f or	y outh).	I	tell	people	that	I	LOVE
Commerce	f or	the	natural	beauty 	but	it's	as	if 	the	of f icials	said,	"We	don't	of f er	any thing	because	we	gav e
y ou	lakes.	Lots	of 	lakes.	Be	happy 	with	that."	I	want	to	attend	ev ents	that	MY	town	puts	on,	not	driv e	into	other
communities	and	attend	THEIR	ev ents.	AND,	f or	y ears	I	hav e	sent	comments	to	the	"contact	us"	on	the
website.	Not	once	hav e	I	gotten	a	reply .	That	is	pathetic.	And	we	need	to	rev amp	our	website.	Just	take	a	look
at	the	websites	f or	neighboring	towns	to	get	ideas	of 	what	a	website	should	be	like.	And	hire	someone	to	keep	it
updated	with	CURRENT	updates	and	ev ents.	Reach	out	to	members	of 	the	community 	f or	inf o	on	ev ents	that
their	groups	are	promoting	(ev ents	open	to	the	public	sponsored	by 	preschools,	scout	troops,	mom's	groups,
non-prof it	groups,	etc)	and	be	a	partner	with	them	to	support	y our	community 	and	of f er	more	ev ents	to	them.

7/24/2013	10:50	AM

15 no	enough 7/23/2013	10:02	PM

16 Need	Lacrosse	f ields 7/23/2013	7:10	PM

17 I	dont	f eel	a	sense	of 	community .	I	think	there	needs	to	be	a	way /reason	to	bring	people	together.	Lack	of
sidewalks	limits	the	ability 	of 	promoting	phy sical	f itness	and	mobility 	outside	of 	driv ing	ones	car.

7/23/2013	11:36	AM

18 More	bike	lanes	on	high	traf f ic	roads. 7/22/2013	11:12	AM

19 Because	I	hav e	nev er	heard	of 	any 	recreational	activ ities	in	Commerce	Twp.	&	I'v e	been	here	25	y eas! 7/21/2013	10:51	PM

20 I	think	some	adult	programs	would	be	a	good	additional	idea	too 7/19/2013	8:59	AM
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21 Finding	good/saf e	f ields	to	practice	on	f or	baseball	is	tough,	especially 	older	kids.	Not	enough	soccer	f ields
too.	Need	more	bike	paths	through	out	commerce.

7/18/2013	10:42	PM

22 A	good	start	with	parks	and	trails,	but	more	of 	CT	needs	to	be	connected	v ia	trails,	and	open	space	used	f or
parkland.	Too	many 	areas	hav e	already 	been	wasted	on	poorly -dev eloped	subdiv isions	that	hav e	lost	v alue.

7/18/2013	4:22	PM

23 roads	maintence, 7/18/2013	10:31	AM

24 You	concentrate	on	f amily 	activ ities.	I	am	not	a	f amily . 7/16/2013	9:45	PM

25 My 	car	was	v andalized	on	the	old	side	of 	dodge	park. 7/16/2013	7:58	PM

26 lack	of 	support	staf f 	to	assist	cordinating	programs	and	f acilities;	too	many 	tree	lost	along	roadway s; 7/16/2013	6:09	PM

27 My 	4	y ear	old	son	was	in	T-ball	and	I	think	the	league	should	not	put	4	y ear	old	with	almost	7	y ear	olds.	Also,
our	coach	while	nice	was	completely 	disorganized	and	if 	not	f or	the	parents	jumping	in	ev ery 	game,	nothing
would	hav e	got	done.

7/16/2013	1:16	PM

28 other	than	Lakes	baseball	(which	is	awf ul).	I	would	like	my 	kids	to	participate	more	but	I	don't	ev en	know	where
to	look	to	f ind	out	what	is	of f ered.	Poor	communication	with	residents

7/16/2013	11:54	AM

29 Lakes	baseball	is	v ery 	much	mismanaged	and	it	is	impacting	kids	and	f amilies,	howev er	it	is	too	political	to
change	so	we	hav e	mov ed	on.	Very 	f ew	other	serv ices	hav e	been	made	av ailable	city wide	f or	the	kids

7/16/2013	11:36	AM

30 Need	less	trav el	teams	and	more	home	teams	in	baseball 7/16/2013	11:17	AM

31 I	don't	think	the	programs	are	widely 	adv ertised	enough.	I	don't	think	people	know	about	the	community 	bike
paths	or	hiking	trails.	The	actual	trails	and	stuf f 	need	to	be	posted	better.

7/16/2013	11:04	AM

32 There	wasn't	enough	interest	and	some	of 	our	classes	were	canceled 7/16/2013	10:11	AM

33 There	aren't	that	many 	parks	in	commerce,	if 	I'm	looking	f or	somewhere	to	take	my 	children	f or	a	park	outing	I
end	up	going	outside	of 	commerce,	like	Hess	Hathaway ,	Kensington	or	ev en	as	f ar	as	Farmington

7/16/2013	9:30	AM

34 f rustrating	to	learn	that	a	class	is	cancelled	due	to	low	enrollment	--	this	has	happend	to	me	twice 7/16/2013	9:11	AM

35 Don't	know	of 	any thing	that	is	done	f or	recreation	besides	concert	in	park 7/16/2013	8:37	AM

36 Serv ices	can	be	managed	better.	Look	at	how	West	Bloomf ield	goes	about	accomplishing	this. 7/16/2013	8:29	AM

37 Not	enough	team	sport	support 7/16/2013	8:27	AM

38 Would	like	to	see	f ields	dragged	and	lined	bef ore	games.	I	play 	West	Bloomf ield	also	and	that	is	all	taken	care
of 	bef orehand

7/16/2013	8:24	AM

39 The	Parks	Committee	may 	hav e	idea,	but	it	takes	so	long	to	accomplish	any thing	as	it	all	has	to	be	approv ed
by 	the	Twp	Board	and	they 	of ten	don't	understand	the	impact	to	the	Community

7/15/2013	7:34	PM

40 No	place	f or	teenage	kids 7/15/2013	6:58	PM

41 communication	is	lacking,	don't	see	any thing	new 7/15/2013	3:13	PM

42 Pav ilion	rental	and	some	water	bodies	should	be	added 7/14/2013	2:52	PM

43 n/a 7/12/2013	10:01	AM

44 We	are	a	big	area	f ailing	to	recognize	the	multif aceted	needs	f or	v aried	opportunities	f or	recreation.	We	could
be	a	cultural	center,	a	destination	spot	f or	the	West	side	of 	the	tri-county 	area.

7/12/2013	8:20	AM

45 N/A 7/12/2013	7:51	AM

46 N/A 7/11/2013	11:50	PM

47 Can't	maintain	what	y ou	hav e	know	to	worried	about	y our	dda	land	y ou	can't	sell. 7/11/2013	10:49	PM

48 none 7/11/2013	3:16	PM

49 n/a 7/11/2013	2:37	PM

50 Commerce	does	not	seem	to	reach	as	many 	people	as	Walled	Lake	does	with	its	adv ertising.	New	av enues	of
reaching	people	need	to	be	pursued.

7/11/2013	8:51	AM

51 Aside	f rom	the	Concerts	in	the	Park	what	ev ents	are	there	that	are	not	priv ately 	planned,	but	planned	by 	the
Township?

7/10/2013	3:11	PM

52 Most	of 	the	parks	are	used	f or	sports	which	is	good,	but	they 	are	alway s	in	use	to	where	if 	a	group	got	together
and	decide	to	play 	ball	it	would	be	hard	to	f ind	a	f ield	that's	not	being	used.

7/10/2013	2:53	PM
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3.37% 7

17.79% 37

40.38% 84

25% 52

2.40% 5

11.06% 23

Q9	Based	on	what	you	may	know	or	have
heard	or	read	about	recreational	programs
and	facilities	that	are	provided	in	other	parts
of	Oakland	County	or	in	other	counties,

would	you	say	that	the	programs	provided
in	Commerce	Township	are	better,	worse,	or
about	the	same	as	programs	provided	in

other	areas?
Answered:	208	 Skipped:	34
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Much	worse

Undecided/Don’t	Know

Total 208
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Q10	What	would	you	say	is	better	about	the
programs	provided	in	your	area?	[Write

Comment]
Answered:	21	 Skipped:	221

# Responses Date

1 Access 8/2/2013	7:16	AM

2 It	f its	f or	my 	f amily ,	and	my 	kids. 8/1/2013	11:28	PM

3 We	hav e	more	park	area 7/31/2013	7:21	PM

4 The	township	partnership	with	y outh	sports	leagues. 7/24/2013	12:21	PM

5 More	open	space	and	park	areas.	Dodge	Park	No.	5	(north	area)	and	By ers	Homestead	are	especially 	beautif ul
places	to	v isit.	The	North	End	of 	Dodge	Park	should	def initely 	be	preserv ed	as	it	is	right	now.

7/20/2013	3:11	PM

6 People	are	inv olv ed	in	helping. 7/18/2013	10:09	AM

7 Lakes	Athletics	has	improv ed	each	y ear.	Prov iding	not	only 	the	baseball	program,	but	coaches	clinics,	umpire
clinics,	as	well	as	winter	and	summer	training.	The	park	now	also	has	a	wonderf ul	concession	stand	with	nice
bathrooms.	The	way 	they 	use	the	oler	kids	to	mentor	the	y ounger	kids	is	great.	All	around	great	program!

7/17/2013	7:51	PM

8 Variety 7/17/2013	9:03	AM

9 Easy 	access	to	programs.	No	waiting	list. 7/16/2013	7:59	PM

10 The	lev el	of 	organization	and	commitment. 7/16/2013	4:24	PM

11 Nice	f ields 7/16/2013	10:45	AM

12 Camps.	Soccer. 7/16/2013	9:10	AM

13 Lakes 7/15/2013	1:33	PM

14 More	v ariety 7/12/2013	3:13	PM

15 More	township	commitment 7/12/2013	11:42	AM

16 Great	v olunteer	network	of 	people	who	truly 	care 7/12/2013	10:03	AM

17 Parks	are	clean	and	maintained	by 	v olunteer	organizations	like	MMBA. 7/11/2013	11:34	PM

18 More	nature	parks	and	trails	f or	a	v ariety 	of 	users. 7/11/2013	11:19	PM

19 Great	v olunteers 7/11/2013	3:08	PM

20 Not	in	my 	area,	but	Walled	Lake	does	a	f armers	market	which	is	think	is	crucial	in	this	day 	and	age. 7/11/2013	2:38	PM

21 There	is	a	good	history 	of 	the	programs	prov ided	that	allow	any 	child	interested	to	play .	The	recreational	y outh
sports	need	to	stay 	and	be	maintained	to	allow	all	children,	regardless	of 	ability .	to	play 	in	the	sport	of 	their
choice.

7/11/2013	11:53	AM



Commerce	Township	Parks	and	Recreation	Community	Opinion	Survey

19	/	39

Q11	What	would	you	say	is	worse	about	the
programs	provided	in	your	area?	[Write

Comment]
Answered:	50	 Skipped:	192

# Responses Date

1 I	hav e	observ ed	graf f iti	at	the	beautif ul	Mill	Race	Park	that	is	a	hav en	f or	v andalism,	discouraging	people	f rom
v isiting	the	park.	I	hav e	not	seen	any 	programs	of f ered	by 	Commerce	Twp..	The	Oakland	County 	Parks
sy stem	is	a	great	model	to	emulate.

8/9/2013	9:46	AM

2 Not	as	many 	f acilities,	f ew	organized	leagues,	lesser	presence. 8/3/2013	2:08	PM

3 The	lack	of 	programs	and	parks 8/2/2013	8:56	AM

4 All	we	do	is	prov ide	the	land	and	the	groups	run	the	parks-	our	past	inv estment	has	been	in	acquiring	more	land
when	we	do	not	hav e	the	f unds	to	make	the	parks	f irst	class	and	more	ef f icient.

8/1/2013	11:08	PM

5 I	alway s	receiv e	inf ormation	now	what	is	going	on	at	Oakland	County 	Parks. 8/1/2013	5:19	PM

6 There	is	no	recreation	department. 8/1/2013	3:52	PM

7 What	programs???	Very 	lacking	in	programs!!! 7/31/2013	8:47	PM

8 The	parks	and	nature	trails	are	much	better	in	West	Bloomf ield.	Commerce	should	do	more. 7/27/2013	4:22	PM

9 Less	f requent,	less	v ariety 7/24/2013	5:33	PM

10 There	aren't	enough.	What	is	of f ered	is	somewhat	limited	in	scope	(range	of 	possible	interested	parties).
Frequently 	we	must	resort	to	participating	in	programs	in	neighboring	communities	(Wixom,	Walled	Lake,	West
Bloomf ield,	Milf ord	to	name	a	f ew).

7/24/2013	10:53	AM

11 not	enough	dog	parks 7/23/2013	10:02	PM

12 Not	as	nice	as	West	Bloomf ield,	Farmington	Hills,	f ield 7/23/2013	7:11	PM

13 Less	"town"	f eel,	inability 	to	walk	around 7/23/2013	7:47	AM

14 I	hav en't	heard	of 	any . 7/21/2013	10:52	PM

15 They 	are	just	not	as	dev eloped 7/20/2013	10:10	AM

16 I	am	not	sure	what	p&r	does	f or	sports 7/20/2013	6:33	AM

17 Not	enough	f unding	to	take	care	of 	what	we	hav e. 7/18/2013	10:44	PM

18 More	connecting	of 	bike	patches. 7/18/2013	10:09	AM

19 The	park	driv eway 	and	roads	really 	need	some	serious	work.	Lakes	works	to	f ix	the	holes	as	best	as	they 	can
and	control	the	dust,	but	could	be	improv ed	v ery 	much.

7/17/2013	7:51	PM

20 Needs	more	recreational	trails	dev eloped	f or	biking	hiking	and	ped	transport 7/17/2013	2:12	AM

21 Too	much	dev elopment	of 	roads	and	housing	and	not	enough	about	green	space. 7/16/2013	9:46	PM

22 lack	of 	support	and	cordination	of 	v olunteers/programs	in	the	community 7/16/2013	6:10	PM

23 Road	maintenance/	dust	control	of 	our	parks. 7/16/2013	4:24	PM

24 Need	more	park	land	and	more	mountain	biking	f acilities 7/16/2013	4:09	PM

25 Projects	that	looked	good	bef ore	property 	f all	out	were	not	completed. 7/16/2013	12:27	PM

26 West	Bloomf ield	has	more	money 	as	does	nov i	and	Farmington	hills	and	it	is	ev ident	based	on	the	f acilities	the
parks	of f er.

7/16/2013	11:37	AM

27 Not	as	many 	parks	or	niceties	in	parks. 7/16/2013	11:18	AM

28 Parks	may 	not	be	worse	but	inf ormation	about	the	parks	is	not	easy 	to	research	on	township	website
(play ground	equipment	av ailable...)

7/16/2013	10:56	AM

29 Not	many 	programs	are	adv ertised.	Most	are	word	of 	mouth. 7/16/2013	10:45	AM

30 There	aren't	enough	and	what	there	is	there	is	little	or	no	adv ertising	f or	them 7/16/2013	9:56	AM

31 No	community 	rec.	programs	f or	children	/	kids.	Golf 	leagues,	sports,	and	so	on 7/16/2013	9:46	AM

32 Baseball,	open	spaces 7/16/2013	9:10	AM
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33 No	bike	trails/	paths 7/16/2013	8:53	AM

34 What	programs	do	we	hav e?	Football,,	baseball	and	now	3	programs	in	the	summer.	Those	are	the	superv ised
programs

7/15/2013	7:35	PM

35 Lack	of 	choices,	lack	of 	paths 7/15/2013	3:14	PM

36 Not	that	many 	organized	activ ities. 7/15/2013	1:33	PM

37 A	'rec	center'building	per	say 	like	in	Liv onia,Canton	f or	residents 7/14/2013	11:46	PM

38 Nothing	signif icant	enough	to	comment	on.... 7/12/2013	10:03	AM

39 Variety /div ersity ,	culture 7/12/2013	8:21	AM

40 We	need	a	splash	park	and/or	pool. 7/11/2013	9:43	PM

41 Don't	know	about	them! 7/11/2013	5:25	PM

42 Not	as	many 	and	we	don't	get	a	lot	of 	inf ormation	about	the	ev ents	coming	up. 7/11/2013	3:15	PM

43 n/a 7/11/2013	2:38	PM

44 lack	of 	classes	of f ered,	broken	play 	equipment,	lack	of 	communication 7/11/2013	2:27	PM

45 Besides	sports	what	else	is	there	to	get	the	kids	inv olv ed	in?	West	Bloomf ield	has	a	building	and	a	pool	along
with	other	parks	that	are	beautif ul	attached	to	walking	paths.

7/11/2013	12:24	PM

46 We	hav e	many 	outstanding	outdoor	programs	but	lack	the	indoor	(winter)	activ ities. 7/11/2013	11:53	AM

47 Use	west	Bloomf ield	as	example 7/11/2013	9:13	AM

48 Not	enough	programs	are	av ailable 7/11/2013	8:10	AM

49 No	real	kids	activ ities	--	hav e	a	look	at	Waterf ord's	water	park,	f or	example 7/10/2013	6:48	PM

50 There	are	not	enough	of 	them 7/10/2013	3:12	PM
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11.88% 24

40.59% 82

22.77% 46

1.49% 3

23.27% 47

Q12	Do	you	think	that	current	recreational
programs,	activities	and	facilities	have

enough	funding	to	provide	what	is	needed
and	wanted	in	Commerce	Township,	do	you
think	that	more	funding	is	needed,	or,	do
you	think	that	too	much	funding	is	already

provided
Answered:	202	 Skipped:	40

Much	more	funding	needed

Somewhat	more	funding	needed

Enough	funding	provided

Too	much	funding	provided

Undecided/Don’t	Know

Total 202

Much	more
funding
needed

Somewhat
more

funding
needed

Enough
funding
provided

Too	much
funding
provided

Undecided/Don’t
Know

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Answer	Choices Responses
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Q13	The	following	is	a	list	of	several	specific
types	of	physical	recreational	activities.
Please	mark	the	answer	that	most

accurately	describes	you	and/or	your
family’s	participation…

Answered:	194	 Skipped:	48

Walking	or
Hiking

Jogging

Soccer

Bicycling

Cross
Country
Skiing

Ice	Hockey

Field	Hockey

In-Line
Hockey

Golf

Disc	Golf

Skateboarding

Ice	Skating

Rollerblading

Tennis

Baseball

Softball

Basketball

Football

Lacrosse
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Walking	or	Hiking 76.80%
139

17.13%
31

3.87%
7

2.21%
4

	
181

	
0.00

Jogging 36.08%
57

18.99%
30

39.24%
62

5.70%
9

	
158

	
0.00

Soccer 25.50%
38

15.44%
23

51.68%
77

7.38%
11

	
149

	
0.00

Bicycling 66.67%
118

27.12%
48

4.52%
8

1.69%
3

	
177

	
0.00

Cross	Country
Skiing

15.03%
23

32.68%
50

43.79%
67

8.50%
13

	
153

	
0.00

Ice	Hockey 17.01%
25

16.33%
24

57.14%
84

9.52%
14

	
147

	
0.00

Field	Hockey 2.88%
4

10.79%
15

72.66%
101

13.67%
19

	
139

	
0.00

In-Line	Hockey 6.29%
9

18.18%
26

63.64%
91

11.89%
17

	
143

	
0.00

Golf 47.80%
76

17.61%
28

29.56%
47

5.03%
8

	
159

	
0.00

Disc	Golf 18.24%
27

31.76%
47

41.22%
61

8.78%
13

	
148

	
0.00

Skateboarding 9.66%
14

20.69%
30

61.38%
89

8.28%
12

	
145

	
0.00

Ice	Skating 28.95%
44

34.21%
52

28.95%
44

7.89%
12

	
152

	
0.00

Rollerblading 20.67%
31

27.33%
41

42.67%
64

9.33%
14

	
150

	
0.00

Tennis 23.84%
36

34.44%
52

33.11%
50

8.61%
13

	
151

	
0.00

Baseball 53.70%
87

10.49%
17

30.25%
49

5.56%
9

	
162

	
0.00

Softball 39.39%
65

18.18%
30

34.55%
57

7.88%
13

	
165

	
0.00

Basketball 29.33%
44

26.67%
40

36%
54

8%
12

	
150

	
0.00

Football 23.49%
35

16.78%
25

48.99%
73

10.74%
16

	
149

	
0.00

Lacrosse 11.27%
16

21.83%
31

52.11%
74

14.79%
21

	
142

	
0.00

Volleyball 18.79% 30.20% 40.94% 10.07% 	 	

Volleyball

Picnicking

Fishing

Boating

Equestrian

0

	 Currently
Participate

Future	Interest	in
Participating

Not
Interested

Undecided/Don't
Know

Total Average
Rating
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Volleyball 18.79%
28

30.20%
45

40.94%
61

10.07%
15

	
149

	
0.00

Picnicking 65.22%
105

21.12%
34

11.18%
18

2.48%
4

	
161

	
0.00

Fishing 48.47%
79

28.83%
47

16.56%
27

6.13%
10

	
163

	
0.00

Boating 46.95%
77

27.44%
45

20.12%
33

5.49%
9

	
164

	
0.00

Equestrian 5.59%
8

22.38%
32

56.64%
81

15.38%
22

	
143

	
0.00
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Q14	Are	there	any	other	physical
recreational	activities	that	were	not	listed
that	you	or	other	members	of	your	family
would	be	interested	in	now	or	in	the	future?

[Write	in	Up	to	3	Activities]
Answered:	49	 Skipped:	193

# Responses Date

1 Bird	watching,	nature	observ ation,	kay aking	and	nature	walks. 8/9/2013	9:48	AM

2 group	f itness	classes	(y oga) 8/3/2013	2:09	PM

3 Pickleball.	It	is	a	f ast	growing	sport.	Mature	people	enjoy 	play ing	it.	It	is	a	combination	of 	tennis,	ping	pong	and
badminton	on	a	20	x	40f t	court.	Presently 	closes	place	to	play 	indoors	is	Northv ille	community 	center	and
outdoors	at	the	center	in	Heartland.

8/1/2013	5:24	PM

4 play ing	with	dog	in	a	special	park 8/1/2013	3:54	PM

5 Snowshoeing 8/1/2013	7:56	AM

6 soccer	f or	y outh 8/1/2013	12:00	AM

7 Swimming,	water	park,	indoor	f acility 	w/	rooms	f or	classes. 7/31/2013	8:49	PM

8 Sailing 7/31/2013	3:18	PM

9 No 7/30/2013	9:12	AM

10 Stand	Up	Paddleboarding	Kay aking	Mountain	Biking 7/27/2013	12:51	AM

11 Bike	lanes,	more	walking	paths	connected	together 7/24/2013	5:35	PM

12 Enclosed	dog	park	(closer	than	Ly on	Twp).	There	is	a	section	of 	park	running	along	the	south	side	of 	Glengary
Road	just	bef ore	it	crosses	ov er	into	the	ball	f ields	that	would	be	perf ect.	Would	require	only 	f encing	and
additional	parking.

7/24/2013	10:56	AM

13 Bike	rental;	kay ak	rental 7/20/2013	3:13	PM

14 Dog	running	park 7/20/2013	10:13	AM

15 Mountain	Biking 7/20/2013	8:32	AM

16 ATF	riding 7/20/2013	4:09	AM

17 no 7/18/2013	10:34	AM

18 Bocce	ball 7/17/2013	8:45	PM

19 snowshoeing	geocaching	kay aking 7/17/2013	8:14	AM

20 lure	coursing	(dog),	tracking/f ield	competition	(dog);	mountain	bike	trials; 7/16/2013	6:15	PM

21 Not	just	bicy cling,	but	specif ically 	MOUNTAIN	biking	trails 7/16/2013	4:10	PM

22 Cheerleading,	swimming 7/16/2013	11:19	AM

23 splash	park	children's	activ ity 	club	(rock	wall	climbing,	etc)	Rock	wall	climbing 7/16/2013	11:06	AM

24 go	cart,	motor	cy cle	or	ATV	track/area 7/16/2013	10:47	AM

25 geocaching 7/16/2013	9:12	AM

26 Senior	work	out	trail 7/16/2013	7:52	AM

27 Canoeing/Kay aking	Dog-walking	Swimming 7/15/2013	7:26	PM

28 swimming 7/15/2013	4:07	PM

29 Swimming 7/14/2013	4:46	PM

30 Water	splash,	park 7/14/2013	2:54	PM

31 Mountain	biking 7/13/2013	5:51	PM

32 mountain	biking	trails 7/12/2013	11:50	AM

33 Mountain	Biking 7/12/2013	11:44	AM
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34 No 7/12/2013	10:57	AM

35 n/a 7/12/2013	10:05	AM

36 Camping 7/12/2013	8:39	AM

37 Mountain	biking 7/12/2013	8:37	AM

38 You	are	missing	the	cultural	needs.	We	need	theatre,	art,	music,	perf ormance	arts,	choirs.	Our	community 	is
missing	this.	Consider	the	Dearborn	Perf orming	Arts	Center	which	is	attached	to	an	excellent	exercise	f acility .
We	don't	hav e	Ford	to	pay 	the	way ,	but	something	smaller	on	that	scale	is	possible.	What	a	great	addition	it
would	be.	I	currently 	driv e	to	Dearborn	to	sing	in	two	v olunteer	community 	choirs	which	perf orm	f or	the
community 	many 	times	a	y ear	at	the	f acility 	and	other	community 	v enues.	Commerce	has	the	space	to
cultiv ate	a	center	f or	SW	Oakland	culture.

7/12/2013	8:27	AM

39 mountain	biking 7/12/2013	4:09	AM

40 Mountain	biking 7/11/2013	11:53	PM

41 Mountain	biking	is	v ery 	important	to	the	community . 7/11/2013	11:36	PM

42 Dirt	Jumps	with	BMX	or	mountain	bikes.	Riding	bikes	at	a	skatepark. 7/11/2013	11:21	PM

43 Splash	park,	Geocaching 7/11/2013	9:45	PM

44 Swimming 7/11/2013	9:09	PM

45 Mountain	biking 7/11/2013	9:07	PM

46 Geocaching	ev ents 7/11/2013	6:23	PM

47 Swimming 7/11/2013	12:25	PM

48 NO 7/10/2013	3:49	PM

49 exercisr	path.	should	hav e	remembered	dog	park	f or	f irst	question 7/10/2013	1:16	PM
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Q15	The	following	is	a	list	of	several	specific
types	of	non-sport	recreational	activities.

Please	mark	the	answer	that	most
accurately	describes	you	and/or	your

family’s	participation.
Answered:	181	 Skipped:	61

Computer	&	Technology
Classes

15.53%
25

46.58%
75

28.57%
46

9.32%
15

	
161

	
0.00

Arts	&	Craft	Classes/Activities 18.90%
31

54.27%
89

18.90%
31

7.93%
13

	
164

	
0.00

Fitness	Classes	(Aerobics,
Dance)

24.69%
40

51.23%
83

18.52%
30

5.56%
9

	
162

	
0.00

Outdoor	Youth	Camps 23.95%
40

42.51%
71

25.75%
43

7.78%
13

	
167

	
0.00

Plays	&	Stage	Productions 10.26%
16

36.54%
57

45.51%
71

7.69%
12

	
156

	
0.00

Concerts 33.54%
55

45.12%
74

16.46%
27

4.88%
8

	
164

	
0.00

Senior	Trips,	Activities,	Meals 5.92%
9

33.55%
51

48.68%
74

11.84%
18

	
152

	
0.00

Computer	&
Technology

Classes

Arts	&	Craft
Classes/Activities

Fitness
Classes

(Aerobics,...

Outdoor
Youth	Camps

Plays	&
Stage

Productions

Concerts

Senior
Trips,

Activities,...

0

	 Currently
Participate

Future	Interest	in
Participating

Not
Interested

Undecided/Don't
Know

Total Average
Rating
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Q16	Are	there	any	other	non-sport
recreational	activities	that	were	not	listed
that	you	or	other	members	of	your	family
would	be	interested	in	now	or	in	the	future?

[Write	in	Up	to	3	Activities]
Answered:	26	 Skipped:	216

# Responses Date

1 Walking	history 	tours	of 	our	v arious	historical	parks. 8/9/2013	9:50	AM

2 Astronomy 	Nights,	Genealogy 	get	togethers 8/6/2013	5:06	PM

3 "american	idol"	ty pe	summer	day 	camp	f or	kids 8/1/2013	12:01	AM

4 It	would	be	wonderf ul	if 	y ou	had	bus	trips	to	Chicago,	or	Musical	v enues	in	Detroit.	Other	cities	of f er	trips	and
activ ities	--	there's	nothing	of f ered	here

7/31/2013	8:50	PM

5 writing	groups 7/31/2013	5:10	PM

6 No 7/30/2013	9:13	AM

7 Salsa	Dancing	Line	Dancing	Dancing	community 	participation	art	projects 7/27/2013	12:53	AM

8 Disc	golf 7/24/2013	11:11	PM

9 Robotics,	f ilm 7/24/2013	5:36	PM

10 Festiv als	Parades	More	pathway s	along	main	roads	f or	walking/biking	saf ely 7/24/2013	10:58	AM

11 Any 	new	soccer	or	baseball	f ields	should	be	located	in	the	South	end	of 	the	Wise	Road	land,	in	areas	already
cleared.	Dodge	Park	5	should	NOT	be	f urther	dev eloped	but	instead,	the	North	end	preserv ed	as	a	beautif ul
park.	I	would	not	support	millage	renewal	if 	it	means	destroy ing	that	end	of 	Dodge	Park	with	soccer	f ields.

7/20/2013	3:22	PM

12 A	spray 	/	small	water	park	would	be	nice. 7/18/2013	4:55	PM

13 none 7/18/2013	10:35	AM

14 wood	craf t;	nature	photography ;	scav enger	hunts;	astromity 	; 7/16/2013	6:17	PM

15 Nature	trails	&	education 7/16/2013	7:54	AM

16 Historical	Society 	Gardening	Nature/	wildlif e	enrichment 7/15/2013	7:29	PM

17 orchestra 7/15/2013	4:08	PM

18 community 	bus	trips	to	special	ev ents	or	attractions 7/15/2013	3:52	PM

19 No 7/12/2013	10:57	AM

20 n/a 7/12/2013	10:06	AM

21 Community 	choir	Theatre,	perf ormance	art	of 	a	v aried	of 	ty pes	Art,	sculpture 7/12/2013	8:29	AM

22 No 7/11/2013	6:24	PM

23 NO 7/10/2013	3:50	PM

24 Art	Fairs 7/10/2013	3:13	PM

25 Would	like	the	bike	path	map	updated. 7/10/2013	3:11	PM

26 f irst	two	items	are	av ailable	at	local	library ,	why 	not	a	cooperativ e	program	than	a	duplicate? 7/10/2013	1:17	PM
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Q17	The	following	list	includes	several
specific	types	of	recreational	facilities.	For
each	facility	listed,	please	mark	the	answer
that	best	represents	your	opinion	related	to

the	amount	of	each	facility	available.
Answered:	186	 Skipped:	56

Soccer
Fields

Ice	Skating
Facilities

Skateboarding
Area

Baseball
Fields

Softball
Fields

Lacrosse
Fields

Indoor
Swimming

Pools

Outdoor
Swimming

Pools

Tennis
Courts

Gymnasiums

Outdoor
Basketball

Courts

Outdoor
Volleyball

Courts

Community
Center

Senior
Center

Nature	Areas

Sledding	Hill

Outdoor
Theatre	&
Bandstand

Spray	Park

Hiking/Walking
Trails
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Soccer	Fields 5.81%
9

22.58%
35

51.61%
80

20%
31

	
155

	
0.00

Ice	Skating	Facilities 10.13%
16

42.41%
67

19.62%
31

27.85%
44

	
158

	
0.00

Skateboarding	Area 4.76%
7

35.37%
52

23.13%
34

36.73%
54

	
147

	
0.00

Baseball	Fields 11.88%
19

29.38%
47

50%
80

8.75%
14

	
160

	
0.00

Softball	Fields 11.54%
18

25%
39

47.44%
74

16.03%
25

	
156

	
0.00

Lacrosse	Fields 7.38%
11

23.49%
35

24.16%
36

44.97%
67

	
149

	
0.00

Indoor	Swimming	Pools 10.13%
16

35.44%
56

32.28%
51

22.15%
35

	
158

	
0.00

Outdoor	Swimming
Pools

17.83%
28

42.68%
67

17.83%
28

21.66%
34

	
157

	
0.00

Tennis	Courts 9.27%
14

34.44%
52

36.42%
55

19.87%
30

	
151

	
0.00

Gymnasiums 6.25%
9

21.53%
31

36.11%
52

36.11%
52

	
144

	
0.00

Outdoor	Basketball
Courts

9.93%
15

43.05%
65

25.83%
39

21.19%
32

	
151

	
0.00

Outdoor	Volleyball
Courts

6.85%
10

43.84%
64

22.60%
33

26.71%
39

	
146

	
0.00

Community	Center 10%
15

36.67%
55

36%
54

17.33%
26

	
150

	
0.00

Senior	Center 5.67%
8

23.40%
33

44.68%
63

26.24%
37

	
141

	
0.00

Nature	Areas 22.30%
33

35.81%
53

29.73%
44

12.16%
18

	
148

	
0.00

Sledding	Hill 14.29%
22

46.10%
71

27.27%
42

12.34%
19

	
154

	
0.00

Outdoor	Theatre	& 13.33% 43.33% 22.67% 20.67% 	 	

Bike	Paths

Mountain
Bike	Trails

Horseback/Equestrian
Trails

Golf	Courses

Disc	Golf
Courses

Park
Pavilions

Football
Fields

Dog	Parks

0

	 Many	More	Should	Be
Developed

More	Should	Be
Developed

Enough	Are
Available

Undecided/Don't
Know

Total Average
Rating
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Outdoor	Theatre	&
Bandstand

13.33%
20

43.33%
65

22.67%
34

20.67%
31

	
150

	
0.00

Spray	Park 19.48%
30

44.16%
68

17.53%
27

18.83%
29

	
154

	
0.00

Hiking/Walking	Trails 29.30%
46

40.76%
64

21.66%
34

8.28%
13

	
157

	
0.00

Bike	Paths 36.20%
59

36.81%
60

20.86%
34

6.13%
10

	
163

	
0.00

Mountain	Bike	Trails 33.13%
53

26.88%
43

20.63%
33

19.38%
31

	
160

	
0.00

Horseback/Equestrian
Trails

4.76%
7

19.73%
29

33.33%
49

42.18%
62

	
147

	
0.00

Golf	Courses 3.42%
5

24.66%
36

54.11%
79

17.81%
26

	
146

	
0.00

Disc	Golf	Courses 8.39%
12

35.66%
51

19.58%
28

36.36%
52

	
143

	
0.00

Park	Pavilions 16.45%
25

46.05%
70

18.42%
28

19.08%
29

	
152

	
0.00

Football	Fields 3.55%
5

21.99%
31

46.81%
66

27.66%
39

	
141

	
0.00

Dog	Parks 18.37%
27

38.10%
56

23.81%
35

19.73%
29

	
147

	
0.00
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Q18	Are	there	any	other	recreational
facilities	for	either	physical	or	non-sport
recreation	that	were	not	listed	that	you	or
other	members	of	your	family	would	be

interested	in	now	or	in	the	future?	[Write	in
Up	to	3	Facilities]
Answered:	24	 Skipped:	218

# Responses Date

1 I	wish	there	was	better	pedestrian	access	to	the	M-5	/	Martin	Road	Parkway 	parklands.	There	is	no	place	to
park,	closer	than	1/4	mile	to	1/2	mile	away ,	to	observ e	the	new	bridge	and	wetland	area	along	the	parkway .

8/9/2013	9:53	AM

2 Paintball	game	area 8/1/2013	4:02	PM

3 I	would	lov e	to	hav e	bus	trips	arranged	-	perhaps	to	Canada	f or	the	Stratf ord	Festiv al	Play s	-	or	to	the	Shaw
Festiv al	in	Niagara	on	the	lake.	I	work	in	Toledo,	and	there	is	a	bus	that	takes	groups	ov er	to	Canada	to	the
Casino	-	that	could	be	a	f un	outing.

7/31/2013	8:53	PM

4 No 7/30/2013	9:15	AM

5 Cross	Country 	skiing 7/27/2013	12:56	AM

6 Community 	center	and	a	pool 7/22/2013	7:45	PM

7 A	recreation	center	lIke	the	one	that	Liv onia	has!!!!!! 7/20/2013	9:56	PM

8 a	place	to	ride	quads	orv 	charge	and	people	sign	a	letter	not	holding	any one	accountable	could	generate	more
rev enue

7/20/2013	6:38	AM

9 pav illions	av ailable	f or	rental	and	use 7/19/2013	9:02	AM

10 Community 	center	like	the	ones	in	canton	or	southf ield 7/18/2013	10:52	PM

11 none 7/18/2013	10:37	AM

12 More	mounting	biking	trails! 7/16/2013	4:11	PM

13 rock	wall	climbing 7/16/2013	11:08	AM

14 We	NEED	sidewalks!!! 7/16/2013	9:14	AM

15 Hunting	educational	programs 7/16/2013	7:57	AM

16 No 7/12/2013	11:00	AM

17 n/a 7/12/2013	10:08	AM

18 The	MMBA	will	build	and	maintain	the	mountain	bike	trails	on	a	v olunteer	basis	-	it	won't	cost	the	township
any thing.

7/12/2013	8:42	AM

19 Combine	things	into	a	big	center.	Consider	indoor	art	and	perf ormance	as	we	can	only 	use	outdoor	f or	about
half 	a	y ear.

7/12/2013	8:33	AM

20 Skatepark	or	dirt	jumps	that	allow	all	ty pes	of 	bicy cle. 7/11/2013	11:23	PM

21 No 7/11/2013	6:26	PM

22 n/a 7/11/2013	2:41	PM

23 NO 7/10/2013	3:52	PM

24 Need	restrooms	at	the	parks	with	running	water.	Need	to	be	able	to	reserv e	a	park	area	f or	y our	own	f amily
activ ities	at	least	f or	residents	in	Commerce	Township.

7/10/2013	3:17	PM
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71.20% 131

8.70% 16

20.11% 37

Q19	The	current	parks	millage	(0.4	mils	or
$0.40	cents	per	$1000	of	taxable	value)	for
purchase	of	property	and	development	only
will	expire	in	2014.	Township	officials	are
going	to	place	a	recreation	millage	renewal
proposal	on	the	2014	ballot	that	would

continue	to	dedicate	the	revenue	generated
from	property	tax	assessments	to	fund
improvement	of	parks	and	acquisition	of
land	for	publicly	owned	open	space,	which

voters	could	approve	or	disapprove.
Thinking	about	such	a	millage	renewal

proposal,	do	you	think	a	MAJORITY	of	the
Township’s	voters	would…

Answered:	184	 Skipped:	58

Vote	“yes”	to	approve	the	recreation	millage	renewal

Vote	“no”	to	oppose	renewing	the	recreation	millage

Unsure

Total 184

Vote	“yes”
to	approve

the...

Vote	“no”	to
oppose

renewing
the...

Unsure

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Answer	Choices Responses



Commerce	Township	Parks	and	Recreation	Community	Opinion	Survey

34	/	39

80.98% 149

6.52% 12

10.33% 19

2.17% 4

Q20	How	about	yourself?	A	recreation
millage	renewal	will	be	on	the	2014	ballot,

would	You…
Answered:	184	 Skipped:	58

Vote	“yes”	to	approve	the	recreation	millage	renewal

Vote	“no”	to	oppose	renewing	the	recreation	millage

Unsure

Not	Registered	to	Vote

Total 184

Vote	“yes”
to	approve

the...

Vote	“no”	to
oppose

renewing
the...

Unsure

Not
Registered

to	Vote

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Answer	Choices Responses
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80.43% 148

19.57% 36

Q21	Are	you	currently	registered	to	vote	at
your	Commerce	Township	home	address?

Answered:	184	 Skipped:	58

Yes

No

Total 184

Yes

No

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Answer	Choices Responses
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17.39% 32

75% 138

7.61% 14

Q22	In	what	local	public	school	district	do
you	reside	and	pay	taxes?

Answered:	184	 Skipped:	58

Huron	Valley	Schools

Walled	Lake	Consolidated	Schools

Undecided/Don’t	Know

Total 184

Huron	Valley
Schools

Walled	Lake
Consolidated

Schools

Undecided/Don’t
Know

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Answer	Choices Responses
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0.54% 1

0.54% 1

1.61% 3

2.69% 5

2.15% 4

10.75% 20

11.83% 22

23.66% 44

16.67% 31

10.75% 20

12.90% 24

Q23	Please	indicate	the	range	in	which	your
age	falls.

Answered:	186	 Skipped:	56

9	years	or	younger

10	to	13	years

14	to	17	years

18	to	24	years

25	to	29	years

30	to	35	years

36	to	40	years

41	to	45	years

46	to	50	years

51	to	55	years

56	to	64	years

9	years	or
younger

10	to	13
years

14	to	17
years

18	to	24
years

25	to	29
years

30	to	35
years

36	to	40
years

41	to	45
years

46	to	50
years

51	to	55
years

56	to	64
years

65	and	over

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Answer	Choices Responses
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5.91% 1165	and	over

Total 186
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14.37% 25

5.75% 10

16.09% 28

25.29% 44

10.34% 18

28.16% 49

Q24	How	many	years	have	you	lived	in
Commerce	Township?

Answered:	174	 Skipped:	68

2	years	or	less

3	to	5	years

6	to	10	years

11	to	15	years

16	to	20	years

Over	20	years

Total 174

2	years	or
less

3	to	5	years

6	to	10	years

11	to	15
years

16	to	20
years

Over	20
years

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Answer	Choices Responses
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Post-Completion Inspection Forms

Appendix
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Resolutions of Adoption
Letters of Transmittal
Certification Checklist

Appendix
C
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