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CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF COMMERCE  
PARKS AND RECREATION COMMITTEE MEETING  

Monday, August 22, 2011 
2009 Township Drive  

Commerce Township, Michigan 48390 
Meeting held at Ralph C. Richardson Center 

 
CALL TO ORDER:  Chairperson Petsch called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm 
at the Ralph C. Richardson Center. 
 
ROLL CALL: Present:    William Petsch – Chairperson  

Dave Schultz – Vice Chairperson 
Peter Pace – Secretary 
Michelle Holmes 

     Tim Wichert  
Dick Zemmin 
David Law 

  Absent:  None 
Also Present: Emily England, Director of Senior 

Services/Parks and Recreation 
 
 

COMMUNICATIONS: 
None. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
MOTION by Pace, supported by Zemmin, to approve the July 25, 2011, Parks 
and Recreation Committee Regular Meeting Minutes. 
      MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
 
MOTION by Pace, supported by Zemmin, to approve the August 8, 2011, Parks 
and Recreation Committee Meeting Minutes. 
      MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: 
None.  
 
 
ITEM 1: LEAGUE AND COMMUNITY SERVICE ORGANIZATION REPORT 
Commerce Little League – Mike Snyder, President 
See attached email report. 
 
Soccer – CW3, John Varcie 
See attached email report. 
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ITEM 1: LEAGUE AND COMMUNITY SERVICE ORGANIZATION REPORT 
(continued) 
Lakes Area Hawks – Pete Lesner 
There was no representative present at the meeting. 
 
Lakes Athletics – Frank Vigliarolo, President 

• The season will be finished in 9 days. 
• Ken LeMarbe will be taking over as Vice President as this will be my last 

term. I have been President for 6 years and a member for 9. 
• Conducted a successful Championship Day. 
• Also held a tournament – Oakland Bash Conglomerate with Waterford and 

Lakes Athletics in the Commerce Township area.  This was a multi-state 
event with 27 teams participating. 

• Tryouts are concluding for the competitive teams division.  This has been 
a success and has been expanded to 11 teams. 

• Adjustments were made to the field.  New dirt beautified the field owned 
by Long. 

• There is a need for more trash cans at Hickory Glen.   
• Plans include review of a concession stand, dugout tops and an irrigation 

system.  These improvements will need to tie in with the master plan for 
Hickory Glen and we seek guidance on the scheduling.  Is it a 2-year 
project, or a 5-year plan? 

 
Mr. Petsch discussed budgeting for future developments at parks and fields.  He 
explained that 2 years is possible for the projects.  The Committee has no intent 
of knocking out a season.  Plans will be laid out for project phases that will not 
entirely disrupt usage. 

 
Friends of Byers – Cheryl Quinn, President 

• The wish list was recently reviewed by the Committee. 
• Heavy rain and runoff has caused mud in the south side of the barn.  It’s 

more than just the aesthetics of rotting plywood.  The elevation has 
changed; it is about 2’ higher than the foundation of the barn and we have 
a bad feeling that the silt plate may be rotted.  It’s possible a French Drain 
may be necessary. 

• It is on the left side in the back corner of the barn.  There were a lot of 
weeds in that area that were recently removed.  The rain now flows toward 
the rear of the barn to the west side.  A retaining wall was included on the 
wish list, but the water also needs diversion. 

 
Ms. Holmes stated that the elevation is different as the stairs and old items were 
removed. 
 
Interlakes Girls Softball – Tim Bailey, Vice President 
There was no representative present at the meeting. 
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ITEM 1: LEAGUE AND COMMUNITY SERVICE ORGANIZATION REPORT 
(continued) 
Michigan Mountain Bike Association 
There was no representative present at the meeting. 
 
ITEM 2: PARKS & RECREATION DEPARTMENT REPORT 
Ms. England stated that things are going well at the Richardson Center, and 
discussed the following: 

• Working on newsletter 
• Fun trips are coming up soon. 
• Active with daily activities, including the free luncheon next week. 
• There are issues at Long Park with the eroding parkway.  A resident called 

to complain as it is near their condos and they are unable to mow the 
overgrown area due to erosion.  Not much can be done until the treatment 
plant is complete. 

 
Ms. Holmes discussed the drainage at Mill Race – there was runoff at the bridge 
at Far St. again.  Oakland County Road Commission brought in stone and filled 
the area. 
 
ITEM 3: TOWNSHIP BOARD REPORT 
Mr. David Law provided the following update to the Committee: 

• Martin Parkway is on schedule. 
• Discussions of Library improvements and expansion. 
• 4-day work week was approved permanently, although not unanimous.  

There have been no complaints from residents and it does save money. 
• Although I have not been on the Board long, I can say that we are keeping 

our eyes open to acquiring new park land, while striving to improve what 
we currently have.  I have a strong interest in this and am excited to be 
able to serve on this Committee.  

 
ITEM 4: MAINTENANCE REPORT 
Ms. England provided the following: 

• Although the report was not submitted, regular maintenance is ongoing. 
• Lots of mowing has been done, especially in the DDA area. 
• They have been quite busy. 

 
Ms. Holmes noticed more of the Village signs are back up. 
 
ITEM 5: BYERS FURNACES 
Mr. Petsch – Both are very good companies.  It is apples to apples, and the price 
comparison is $4,810 to $5,244. 
 
MOTION by Pace, supported by Zemmin, to recommend to the Commerce 
Township Board of Trustees, upon consideration of the 3 bids presented, 
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acceptance of the bid submitted by Mulligan Heating, Inc. for $4,810 to install 
new furnaces in the barn and the farmhouse at Byer’s Homestead. 

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY  
 
ITEM 6: LAKES ATHLETICS 
Mr. Frank Vigliarolo, President, stated that he has been blessed with a great 
relationship with the Parks & Recreation Committee.  He apologized for not 
attending a meeting sooner to address issues.  He was busy with baseball 
season and he owns his own business now.  He humbly apologized for any 
misunderstanding or miscommunication regarding the memorial.  It was a year 
ago that the Committee granted the memorial for Justin allowing a year of 
dedication, but he did not realize that he could not hang anything on a tree or 
fence.  He was told that it should be in good taste and not gaudy or disrespectful.  
Therefore, they proceeded with the plaque in home plate and lighting and flowers 
behind field #5.  That was not allowed and he did not mean to go against the 
Committee’s wishes. 
 
Mr. Petsch –  

• We discussed how we did not want to set a precedent with monuments in 
our parks.  The parks belong to everyone. 

• We were quite surprised at the permanent monument.  Anything with a 
foundation or anything planted always comes to the Committee first. 

• In looking back at the minutes, it was discussed that way. 
 
Ms. England – I can suggest a possible solution.  If Lakes were to build a 
structure, such as batting cages, etc. and dedicate it for him, then maybe that 
could serve as the memorial.  If the Board approves it, and it improves the parks, 
our sponsorship policy may allow for a building or structure.  
 
Mr. Schultz –  

• We are all on the same page and the whole idea of monuments needs to 
be discussed.  The next part of this would be what types and what are the 
restrictions. 

• There is a case from Maple Glen and part of that was the batting cage.   
 
Mr. Petsch – What Emily has is a possible resolution, such as with the case of 
Maple Glen.  The project was designed and built with monies raised for the 
coach that died.  However, if the batting cages go away, then so does the 
monument.  You would be in a similar situation if you raised the funds. 
 
Mr. Schultz – We need to look at what will be allowable for dedications and 
tributes in public parks.  As a board, we need to come back with a resolution that 
will be consistent and can be applied as a standard to comply with. 
 
Mr. Zemmin – I appreciate the relationship we have had with Lakes, but in 
looking at the minutes, it was really clear Frank. 



Parks and Recreation Committee Meeting 
August 22, 2011 
 

Page 5 of 7 
 

ITEM 6: LAKES ATHLETICS (continued) 
Mr. Vigliarolo – I won’t slight our responsibility.  I consider all of you to be friends 
and I’ve known most of you several years.  Whether you’re dealing with me or 
Kenny LeMarbe, we appreciate our relationship.  And no disrespect to Gino, but 
if we just take down Justin’s memorial plaque, then in turn, there should be none.  
I am sincerely sorry. 
 
Open discussions continued regarding alternatives and options for park 
memorials. 
 
ITEM 7: CONCERT IN THE PARK 
Ms. England provided the budget for the 3 - 2011 concerts. 
 
Mr. Pace –  

• Attendance at the 3 shows was about 1500 people total. 
• In a nutshell, the review of expenses shows costs of $7,800.  When 

donations and vendor contributions are deducted, it was a cost of $5,000 
for the 3 shows. 

• 3 dates have been selected for 2012:  June 22nd, July 20th, and August 
17th.  The August date may be rescheduled as it is also the Woodward 
Cruise weekend. 

 
Open discussions continued regarding grant funding, refreshments, vendors, 
volunteers, new sponsors, and a dedicated web site for the event. 
 
Mr. Pace personally thanked all those who supported and participated including 
Zemmin for the media write-ups, Emily and Tom Zoner.  The event put 
Commerce Township on the map and Dodge Park is a great venue.  The 
Committee was in agreement – it was a great family experience and did not 
cause any issues for the community. 
Mr. Pace discussed involvement by the Autism Group for 2012 and solicitation 
through the Chamber of Commerce.  He also suggested letters of appreciation 
be prepared for all vendors to frame and hang on their walls.  Mr. Zemmin 
thought that a letter of commendation may be appropriate, but it would have to 
come from the Board.  Ms. Holmes added that it would be a resolution.  Mr. 
Petsch suggested listing all vendors on one certificate.  Mr. Pace would like to 
hand deliver them. 
 
Mr. Schultz also suggested reviewing a “Movie in the Park” with the same 
vendors. 
 
ITEM 9: LEAGUE CONTRACTS 
Ms. England stated that the contracts remain the same. 
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ITEM 10: PARKS & RECREATION BUDGET 
Ms. England – The budget was submitted to the Township Board for their first 
discussion meeting which is tomorrow. 
 
ITEM 11: REVENUE & EXPENDITURE REPORT 
No report. 
 
ITEM 12: AGENDA REQUEST 
 
Individual Project Plans 
Mr. Schultz – When will we start putting together detailed individual project 
plans? 
 
Ms. England – Once the budget is approved by the Board. 
 
Ms. Holmes – And then we will talk with each organization. 
 
Mr. Schultz – We need to take a look at the concept  plan, like Maple Glen, over 
a 5 to 8 year period. 
 
Open discussions continued regarding project phases, Wise Road completion, 
future land purchases, and park ingress/egress.   
 
Ms. England concluded that once the budget is approved, a special meeting will 
be scheduled. 
 
Byer’s House Repair 
Ms. England – Should we pursue Byer’s priorities including the repair at the 
northeast corner?  It was estimated at $5,900 to $7,200 and they have allocated 
$2,700. 
 
Mr. Pace – To review, this is the house repair to the northeast corner to repair 
severe water damage to the interior and exterior, including replacing gutters and 
downspouts. 
 
Signs at Long Park by Eagle Scouts 
Mr. Pace – Did the Eagle Scouts get back to you? 
 
Mr. Zemmin – Yes.  I met with them before our dinner at Long Park.  He came 
forward with the idea to put signs in the parks.  This is an opportunity to receive 
free signage.  The Eagle Scouts have offered to design and install informational 
signs about wildlife in the parks.  This would be exclusive to Long Park as it is a 
nature preserve.  He believes that he can get support and will include the signs 
and posts.  He will be calling Emily and setting it up to be at the next meeting to 
present a proposal to the Committee.   
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The Committee expressed that they would like to see a prototype for the project.  
Fundraising was also discussed. 
 
Ms. Holmes – Please inform the young man that if the project is approved he 
must include the “Redsided Dace” which is the endangered species in the Seeley 
Drain that allowed the Township to develop that park. 
 
Byer’s Dinner for the Committee 
Ms. Cheryl Quinn – We were considering a dinner at the farmhouse for the 
Committee on Thursday, September 22nd at 6:00pm.  Emily will email info to all 
members. 
 
ITEM 13:  OTHER MATTERS 
The next regular meeting of the Parks & Recreation Committee is 
scheduled for Monday, September 26, 2011. 
 
ITEM 14:  ADJOURNMENT 
MOTION by Zemmin, supported by Schultz, to adjourn the meeting at 8:07pm. 

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY  
 
 
 
__________________________________ 

   Peter Pace, Secretary 


