
Final 
CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF COMMERCE 
LIBRARY ADVISORY BOARD MEETING 

Wednesday, March 25, 2009 
2869 N. Pontiac Trail 

Commerce Township, Michigan 48390 
 
 

CALL TO ORDER:  Barbara Garbutt, Chairperson, called the meeting  
to order at 7:00 p.m. at the Commerce Township Library. 
 
 
ROLL CALL:   

Present: Barbara Garbutt, Chairperson 
Jason Pernick, Vice Chairperson 

    Carol Keeler, Secretary 
Ann Marie Kelley 

     Betsy LaFond 
     Rick Sovel  

Judy Sternberg 
 

   Also Present: Eric Suess, Library Director 
  Ben Sebrowski 
   

     
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
MOTION by Sternberg, supported by LaFond, to approve the Library Board Agenda 
with the addition of the Stimulus Plan and Diane Rehm under Old Business. 

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
MOTION by Sternberg, supported by LaFond, to approve the minutes for the Library 
Advisory Board Meeting of February 25, 2009, with the following corrections: 
 

• Page 3, b. Library Vehicle, 1st paragraph, 4th sentence – change “ford” to “Ford”; 
5th and 6th sentence change “My” to “MI”. 

• Page 5, 3rd bullet –change “btw” to “between”. 
• Page 6, after the 2nd bullet – delete “a. Library Expansion (continued). 

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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PUBLIC COMMENTS 
None 
 
 
CORRESPONDENCE 
 
 
FINANCIAL REPORT 
The Library Board reviewed the current financial report. 
 
The Board had brief discussion. 
 
 
DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
Eric Suess reviewed the Directors Report with the Library Board.   
 

• Circulation in February was very strong at just under 31,000.   
• The library sign has been repaired and is in place. 
• Signs have been placed in the vending area advising patrons to consume 

food and drink in the lobby area or outside.  Additionally, a sign has been 
posted at the entrance to indicate food and drink are not to be brought into 
the library.  Cards have been created to hand out to those in violation of the 
policy.  The same will be done for cell phone usage. 

• The amount of fines owed and the number of fines went down slightly, 
dropping from $44,033 on 17,753 items in February to $43,783 on 17,287 
items in March.  1,153 books are considered “lost”. 

• TLN has been working for nearly a year on a method of notifying patrons of 
fines owned.   

• There are three quotes for a Ford Escape, two current quotes for a Jeep 
Liberty and awaiting a quote on a Chevy Equinox.   

• Ben received figures for copiers that include a 5-year projection for 
maintenance fees. 

• The policy of disallowing renewal of any library card with fines on it has been 
put in place. 

• Library policies have been collected in a manual and will be distributed to all 
employees.   

• Staff training for Envisionware begins next week and installation is scheduled 
for April 1, 2009.  Signs have been placed by the public internet computers 
informing patrons of the change.   

• Received two other quotes for chairs for the youth section and one for the YA 
computer chairs. 
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OLD BUSINESS 
 

a. Library Copiers 
Ben Sebrowski advised the Board of the bids received for a copier.  He stated Konica’s 
maintenance fee will not increase over 4 years; Elite Imaging will not increase the 
maintenance fee any higher than 7% after the first year for four years and Ricoh will not 
increase the maintenance fee no more than 10% over four years.  Konica was the low 
bidder, although he is leaning toward Elite Imaging because of the USB port it provides.  
He believes this is a superior machine over the other machines that were in the bid 
package. 
 
MOTION by Sovel, supported by LaFond, to recommend to the Township Board the 
purchase of library copiers from Elite Imaging at a cost of $11,520.90 for two machines 
including a five-year maintenance contract. 
 
Discussion – Sovel would like to see some type of internal control over employee’s 
printing in color. 
       MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

b. Library Furniture 
Eric Suess received a quote today from Library Design Associates, Inc. 
 
Chairs for computer bench: 
Vernon – 16 wooden chairs at a cost of $1646.72 plus a freight charge of $250.00 and 
16 wooden chairs with upholstery at a cost of $2365.28 plus a freight charge of 
$437.04.     
 
Discussion – a solid wood chair would be easier to maintain versus an upholstered 
chair. 
 
Carol Keeler recommends we purchase the chairs from Vernon ($20.00 above the 
quote from Library Design Associates, Inc.) because of the fact we have waited for a 
long period to receive a quote from Library Design Associates, Inc.  
 
MOTION by Keeler, supported by Kelley, to recommend to the Township Board the 
purchase of 16 solid wood chairs at a total cost of $1896.72 from Vernon 
acknowledging a $20.00 difference as opposed to the quote received today from Library 
Design Associates, Inc. The quote from Library Design Associates, Inc. was not turned 
into the Township in a timely manner.    MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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Library Furniture (continued) 
 
Barstools: 
BarStools&BarStools – two for $146.57 
 
Barstools.com  $161.00 each 
 
Discussion ensued on the price difference between the two companies when it comes 
to the stability and quality of the chairs.  It was determined that Eric Suess will continue 
to research chrome based, four legged chairs to match closer to the existing chairs at 
the library. 
 
No action taken. 
 
Additional Shelves: 
Eric Suess - The Library is in need of additional shelves, audio book rack and DVD and 
CD shelves.   
 
Discussion ensued: 
• How to accomplish this because the shelves will need to match the other shelves in 

the library and the cost of the existing shelves were expensive. 
• What direction does the Township Board want to take on the aesthetics of the 

library?  
• The library is growing and needs to be larger.  How soon after the purchase, if there 

is one, will the library need more shelves?  This could get very expensive.        
 

c. Library Vehicle 
Paul Kirkwood, Dick Morris Chevrolet, was present to advise the Board of the qualities 
of the Chevy Equinox.  He brought the vehicle to the library tonight for the Board to see.   
 
Eric Suess explained the quotes he received.   
 
• Quote 1 is from Dick Morris Chevrolet for a Chevy Equinox - $20572.68.   
• Quote 2 is from Golling Chrysler Jeep for a Jeep Liberty (county co-op purchasing) -

$22024.00   
• Quote 3 is from Shuman Chrysler Jeep for a Jeep Liberty - $22697.94   
• Quote 4 is from Gorno Ford for a Ford Escape (state purchasing) - $14895.00    
• Quote 5 is from Hines Park Ford for a Ford Escape - $16944.98   
• Quote 6 is from Suburban Ford for a Ford Escape - $17874.00 
 
Discussion ensued regarding the need for a larger vehicle to haul supplies.   
 
 
Library Vehicle (continued) 
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MOTION by Keeler, supported by Pernick, to recommend to the Township Board the 
purchase of one Chevy Equinox from Dick Morris Chevrolet (a community business) at 
a cost of $20573.00 with the understanding of a commitment by Dick Morris Chevrolet 
to a three-year maintenance contract.   MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 
d. Friends of the Library 

Board members received upcoming activities report. 
 

e. Fines (report, notification, exhibit) 
Eric Suess said fines are going down, but not by much.  Notification of late fees/fines, 
via e-mail, to those patrons who have e-mail access can begin on a regular basis. 
 
Rick Sovel – Is there a way that a patron can have access to fees/fines due on the 
Township web site?  Eric Suess said patrons could log on to their account and view this 
information. 
 
Library staff is presently working on ideas to visually represent the lack of materials. 
 

f. Stimulus Plan 
Judy Sternberg asked how the Stimulus Plan from Washington would benefit the library.  
Eric Suess said the benefits from the Stimulus Plan pertain to construction, significant 
renovation, and development of high-speed access to rural communities, therefore the 
library will not benefit from it at this time. 
 
    g.         Diane Rehm 
Judy Sternberg called Bloomfield Township and West Bloomfield Libraries to see if she 
could attend a Special Program featuring Diane Rehm, host of an award-winning 
National Public Radio talk show.  Employees of the libraries told her that she must 
present a valid Bloomfield Township library card in order to receive tickets.  This Board 
may want to review how Commerce Township Library should operate when dealing with 
residents of other communities that would like to use Library. 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
None 
 
 
TOWNSHIP BOARD REMARKS 
Rick Sovel advised the Board of discussions held at the last Township Board Meeting. 
 
• Explained warrants (invoices to pay bills) and showed the Board how detailed it is. 
• The new Township Hall is on schedule – opening in April 2009. 
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TOWNSHIP BOARD REMARKS (Rick Sovel continued) 
• 2009 Township Drive is the address of the new Township Hall. 
• There will be an open house for the new Township Hall. 
• Stimulus Plan from Washington – money was sent to the State and the legislator has 

to approve the expenditures.  He is not aware of any money allocated to Commerce 
Township.   

 
 

OTHER MATTERS 
Carol Keeler said she does not want anyone to misconstrue what was noted in the 
February 25, 2009 Library Advisory Board Meeting minutes under “Other Matters”.  She 
is satisfied with the youth programs but was questioning why there were not any 
additional programs scheduled. 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
MOTION by LaFond, supported by Kelley, to adjourn the meeting at 9:04 p.m. 

 MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
 
 
_____________________________________ 
Carol Keeler, Secretary 
 
 
The next regular meeting of the Commerce Township Library Advisory Board will be 
Wednesday April 22, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. at the Commerce Township Community Library. 
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