
FINAL 
CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF COMMERCE 
LIBRARY ADVISORY BOARD MEETING 

Wednesday, January 28, 2009 
2869 N. Pontiac Trail 

Commerce Township, Michigan 48390 
 
 

CALL TO ORDER:  Barbara Garbutt, Chairperson, called the meeting  
to order at 7:00 p.m. at the Commerce Township Library. 
 
 
ROLL CALL:   

Present: Barbara Garbutt, Chairperson 
Jason Pernick, Vice Chairperson 

    Carol Keeler, Secretary 
Ann Marie Kelley 
Rick Sovel 

     Betsy LaFond 
     Judy Sternberg 
 
   Absent: Eric Suess, excused 
 

Also Present:  Ben Sebrowski 
  April Stevenson 
  Evan, Boy Scout – working towards merit badge 

 
     
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
MOTION by Sternberg, supported by LaFond, to approve the Library Board Agenda. 

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
MOTION by Sternberg, supported by Kelley, to approve the minutes for the Library 
Advisory Board Meeting of December 17, 2008, as presented. 

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
None.   
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CORRESPONDENCE 
Ms. Keeler read a letter from Karen Bunting, who served on the Website Committee.   
 
 
FINANCIAL REPORT 
The Committee reviewed the current financial report. 
 
Ms. Keeler questioned the grant money for the expansion.  She stated that any major 
change to the Library Building should be brought to the Committee for review. 
 
The Committee had brief discussion. 
 
MOTION by Keeler, second by Sternberg, to direct the Director of the Library, Mr. 
Suess, to provide the Commerce Township Library Advisory Board, with any updates or 
considerations throughout the planning process of any changes to the  building and/or 
grounds before any actions be taken so the Committee can have input into the process. 

 
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 
 
DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
Mr. Sebrowski reviewed the Directors Report with the Committee.   
 

• Mr. Suess is absent from tonight’s meeting as he attended ALA’s Midwinter 
Meetings in Denver from January 23-28th. 

• Circulation for December did not take its traditional plunge.  In past years, 
December circulation has been 80-85% of November’s figure.  This year, 
December’s circulation was over 94% of November’s.  With over 26,000 items 
circulated in December, we were 17% ahead of last year’s figure.  January 
has already gotten off to a very healthy start.  A Circulation Report as well as 
a door count was given to the Committee. 

• TLN has run the fine report a couple of times but listed only new items 
appearing on the report.  Beginning with February, TLN will run the total 
report (not just new) so that the overall picture will be reflected (add new 
items, remove settled items).  It will run on the 8th of the month so that it will 
be ready for each future Library Board meeting. 

• The library’s vehicle (truck that used to belong to the fire dept) has had its 
transmission fail.  Tom Zoner recommends the library replace the vehicle 
rather than try to repair it.  The vehicle is used to attend meetings, school 
visits, programs and such.   The Committee had a lengthy discussion on this 
topic under New Business. 

• Office Furniture solutions needs to get more specific information regarding 
upholstery and such before being able to offer us a comparative furniture 
quote.  Christine Callaghan has indicated she will have such a quote to us  
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DIRECTOR’S REPORT (continued) 

 
• before the next (February) meeting.  The Committee discussed this Under 

New Business. 
 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 

a. Library Internet Management 
 
Mr. Sebrowski informed the Committee that the Township Board of Trustees approved 
Envisionware at the December 2008 meeting.  This was taken out of last years budget.  
The equipment was delivered and is waiting to be installed.  The timetable for 
installation is approximately 60 days. 
 

b. Library Website 
 
Mr. Sebrowski is working on re-designing two sub projects.  The teen section will be 
spread out.  He met with Elizabeth, (Librarian) to discuss ideas.  They are including 
comments from the Website Committee and will be adding a Community Section. 
 
Mr. Pernick suggested we place a link to view Library Advisory Board meeting 
information (agenda, minutes and meeting dates) on the website.  Mr. Sebrowski will 
add the requested information to the website. 
 

c. Friends of The Library 
 
No new information. 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 

a. Library Copiers 
 
The Committee, Mr. Sebrowski and Ms. Stevenson discussed the different copiers and 
their capabilities.  Bids were reviewed and the need was identified.   
 
MOTION by Sternberg, supported by Kelley, to Direct Ben Sebrowski, to attend a hands 
on demo of the Richo and Elite copy machines and report his findings to the Library 
Advisory Board.  Mr. Sebrowski shall also report on usability, comparison of a lease vs. 
a purchase, and provide cost per copy.     

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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b. Library Vehicle 
 
The Committee discussed the following in regards to the library vehicle: 
 

• Library staff travel needs.   
• Deliveries to local schools and programs sponsored by the Library.   
• The Outreach program is expanding which would generate more use of a 

vehicle. 
• Email from Tom Zoner was reviewed. 
• The budget would need to be amended and 3 bids would need to be obtained 
• Other local County and State Agencies should be contacted to see if they 

have any discount programs for purchasing vehicles. 
• Will it be less expensive to purchase a new vehicle or pay mileage to 

employees?  Comparisons need to be reviewed. 
. 

MOTION By Sternberg, supported by Sovel, to direct the Director of the Library, Eric 
Suess, to obtain information relative to 3 bids on the vehicles they deem usable using 
contacts from other Government Agencies, if possible.  Also, present to the Library 
Advisory Board information on staff usage and the cost difference to purchase a vehicle 
or pay mileage to employees.  This information shall be submitted to the Library 
Advisory Board at the next meeting date of February 25, 2009. 

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
 
TOWNSHIP BOARD REMARKS 
Mr. Sovel apprised the Library Board of discussions held at the last Township Board 
meeting:  
 

• Meeting with Wynn Berry regarding development last night. 
• Due to the economy, the Township Board is looking at one or two years for a 

decision on the library property.  
• Discussion on expansion at workroom area.   
• Mr. Sovel is not sure if anyone will attend the shopping center convention in 

Las Vegas in May of 2009.   
• Stimulus package discussion. 
• Assessments will be mailed to residents within the next few weeks.  Numbers 

are going down which would change the future budget. 
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OTHER MATTERS 
 
Ms. Keeler spoke of her concerns regarding the benches that need to be replaced.  She 
encouraged the Committee to look at a short term blending of the chairs – something to 
replace the benches with.   
 
Ms. Stevenson stated that staff wants chairs and not the benches.  She stated finding 
something similar would be fine and does not have to be an exact match. 
 
MOTION by Keeler, supported by LaFond, to direct the Director of the Library, Eric 
Suess, to ask the Youth Department to identify 3 bids for a 2 stools in the YA 
Department, and an acceptable blended chair to service any existing and future 
computers in the youth area and to bring the information to the Committee at the 
meeting scheduled for February 25, 2009. 

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
April Stevenson explained some changes that the Consumer Product Safety 
Commission has been working on concerning lead and ink in children’s books. 
 
Creativity, which is very open ended, will be the summer theme.   
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
MOTION by Sternberg, supported by Keeler, to adjourn the meeting at 8:03 p.m. 

 MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
 
 
_____________________________________ 
Carol Keeler, Secretary 
 
 
The next regular meeting of the Commerce Township Library Advisory Board will be 
Wednesday February 25, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. at the Commerce Township Community 
Library. 
 
 
 


