
CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF COMMERCE 
DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 

Tuesday June 15, 2010 
Commerce Township Hall 

2009 Township Drive 
Commerce Township, MI 48390 

12:00 p.m. 
Call TO ORDER: 
The Meeting was called to order by Chairperson Gotts at 12:10 p.m. 
 
Downtown Development Authority: 
Present:             Kathleen Jackson, DDA Director 
   Jim Gotts, Chairperson 
                           Dan Lublin, Vice Chairperson 

Sandra Motz, Member  
   Thomas Zoner, Member 
   Pat Dohany, Member 
   David Smith, Member 
A Quorum was determined 

Absent: 
 Jose Mirkin, Member 
Wendy Anderson, Member 
Christin Skikun, Member 
Doug Lanni, Member 
 

 
Also Present:  Patricia Paruch, DDA Attorney 
   Susan Gross, DDA Treasurer 
   Sandra Abrams, DDA Secretary 
 
 
Item 1:  Approval of Minutes 
 
MOTION by Lublin, second by Dohany to approve the Minutes of May 18, 2010, as presented.   
      MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
Item 2:  Public Comments 
 
Peter Unick: request to move Public Comments to Item 14; fence for the Bridge must be safe and 
made from solid materials. 
Mark Stacey: request that the DDA project area be maintained so as not to look like a failed 
project, grass too high surrounding signage, round-a-bout needs maintenance, irrigation needs to 
be working. 
Judy Unick: request Property Maintenance Ordinance be enforced, particularly at vacant building 
at Pontiac Trail and Welch. 
 
Item 3:  Treasurer’s Report for May 2010 
 
MOTION  by Lublin, second by Dohany to receive and file the Treasurer’s Report. 



      MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
Item 4:  Director’s Report 
 

A.  Update of Activities – Meetings held with three prospective purchasers of property 
in DDA project area; legal description for the library is complete and pending some 
administrative work will be given to the Township Board in the near future, 
anticipating that the conveyance of the library parcel with the Township Hall parcel at 
the same time;  lights on Martin Parkway roundabout have been removed and new 
light fixtures ordered anticipating installation in 6-8 weeks; meetings held with 
contractors to complete the punch list items and contract evaluations in the project 
area;  correspondence sent to Walmart regarding outstanding issues;  Director 
working on marketing packet for DDA Project; 
 

B.  Weiner and Associates Contract 
 
MOTION by Dohany, second by Lublin to authorize DDA Director Jackson to discuss with 
Weiner and Associates their current contract and possibly moving from the current monthly 
retainer to an as-needed hourly rate contract.        

 
In addition to the above Director’s Report: Director Jackson requested direction from the 
Board relative to applying for a TIGER 3 grant for Union Lake Road.  Following discussion by 
the Board: 
 
MOTION by Dohany, second by Zoner, to direct Director Jackson not to apply for the TIGER 3 
grant at this time, but to watch for grants that may be available in the future and notify the Board 
of same. 
      MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
Item 5:  Attorney’s Report – Reviewed the Conservation Easement for tree removal 
restrictions; meeting scheduled with Giffels Webster relative to the split and division of the DDA 
property in accordance with the Land Division Act; transfer of the Library and Township Hall 
property to the Township is moving forward as scheduled. 
 
Item 6:  Engineer’s Update – New sanitary sewer lift station that was designed to replace 
several others within the DDA area is ready to open; GWE recommends that the lift station at the 
proposed roundabout at Pontiac Trail be demolished now (as opposed to when the roundabout is 
under construction) and connected to the new lift station to eliminate additional work during 
construction and to prevent deterioration from nonuse.   
 
This subject will be brought back to the next meeting with associated costs and budget 
amendment recommendations. 
 
In addition, bridge work is proceeding; wetland permit for M-5 at roundabout has been received 
from the MDNRE; soil stockpile is moving well.  
 
  
 



Item 7:  Committee Reports  
 

A. Finance Committee – Meeting in June to review the warrants, current budget, year 
to date expenses and revenues report. 

B. Public Relations Committee – Working on a Family Fun Day, date to be 
determined, possibly in conjunction with another organization, to be discussed 
further in Item 10. 

C. Marketing Committee – Have meet with prospective purchasers with the DDA 
Director. 

  
Item 8:   Discussion of Marketing of DDA Property – Marketing packet development 
underway.  Packet to be distributed to interested purchasers.  Packet will include the project area 
and other parcels available in the DDA District.   
 
Two letters of intent have been submitted from prospective purchasers and a third is expected.  
DDA Director Jackson suggested venues that could be used to market the property and requested 
direction from the Board relative to the process they would like to use to market the property.  
Director Jackson suggested a change in signage, suggested different brokerage options that could 
be applied and requested input from the DDA Board so the marketing of the property could 
move forward in a positive and effective manner; visioning session will be scheduled within the 
next month for the Board. 
   
Item 9:  Discussion of Oakland County “Proper” Magazine – Cost for advertising in 
the Prosper Magazine in 2009 was $10,500 for a 7 page spread; discussion relative to the extent 
and cost of advertising for the 2010 issue. 
 
MOTION by Dohany, second by Lublin to approve the expenditure for one (1) page of 
advertising in the Prosper Magazine. 
       MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
Item 10: Discussion of 5K Fun Run – Presentation by the Lakes Area Optimist Club with 
regard to the possibility of  the DDA joining together for a community 5k Fun Run in the DDA 
area  on Martin Parkway in the fall of 2010. (Tentative date of September 26, 2010) 
 
MOTION by Zoner, second by Dohany to direct the Public Relations Committee to coordinate 
the 5K Fun Run project with the Lakes Area Optimist Club to be held in the fall of 2010 on 
Martin Parkway. 
       MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
Item 11: Liquor Licenses in DDA Area – Discussion of the Class C Liquor License 
currently held by the DDA at the Township Library address. 
 
MOTION by Lublin, second by Dohany to authorize the sale of the Class C Liquor License 
currently held by the DDA, to direct the attorneys to prepare the appropriate documentation and 
process for same. 
       MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 



Item 12:   Pine Trees on DDA Property – Request by Mr. Miner to remove fallen pine 
trees from the DDA property for the purpose of using the lumber for making furniture.  Trees to 
be removed would be tagged by Giffels Webster for removal. 
 
MOTION by Lublin, second by Dohany to authorize Director Jackson to work with Mr. Miner, 
the DDA Attorneys  and Giffels Webster on a license agreement for the removal of fallen trees 
from DDA property with no cost to the DDA, the details of which to be brought back to the 
Board for review next month, and to authorize the Director to execute the license. 
 
       MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
Item 13: Warrants and Finance Report 
 
MOTION by Lublin, second by Dohany to approve the warrants and Finance Report  
as presented. 
 
       MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
Item 14: Other Matters – None 
 
MOTION by Lublin, second by Zoner to adjourn.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.  
Meeting adjourned at 1:55 p.m. 
 
 
 
Sandra Abrams, MMC 
DDA Secretary/Clerk, Commerce Township 
 
664878 
 


