
 
CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF COMMERCE 

DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 
Tuesday, March 18, 2003, 12:00 p.m. 

Commerce Township Hall 
2840 Fisher Ave.  Commerce Twp, MI   48390    

(248) 624-0110 
 

CALL TO ORDER: The Meeting was called to order at 12:00 p.m. 
DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 
PRESENT:  Wynn Berry, Director 
   Robert Shimmin, Chairperson 

 Robert H. Long, Member 
              Daniel Lublin, Member 
   Thomas K. Zoner, Member 
   Jim Gotts, Member 
   Sandra Motz, Member 
   Frank Marotta, Vice Chairperson  

 Paul Kirkwood, Member 
   
ABSENT:  
   Norm Levine, Member 
   Dick Morris, Member 
 
CITIZENS ADVISORY COUNCIL COMMITTEE PRESENT: 
   Paul Fink 
   Herb Feinstein 
   Concetta Green 
   Patricia Mayfield 
   Fern Nuler 
 
ALSO PRESENT: Deb Kirkwood, DDA Administrative Assistant 
   Sandra S. Abrams, Clerk/DDA Secretary 
   Chris Michaels, Adkison, Need 
   Phillip Adkison, Adkison, Need 
   Bob McGee, Planning Commission 
   Susan Gross, Township Treasurer 
   Jay James, Giffels-Webster 
   Kathy Pogarch, Assessing Director 
   Thomas Rauch, DDA Attorney 
   Pat Paruch, DDA Attorney 
   Loren Crandell, Giffels-Webster 
   Mark Stacey, Township Resident 
   Douglas Lanni, Planning Commission 
 
Approval of the Minutes 
 
MOTION by Zoner, second by Gotts to approve the minutes of February 4, 2003 DDA 
Meeting, as amended.   



MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
MOTION by Zoner, second by Kirkwood, to approve the minutes of February 12, 2003 
of the Joint DDA and Township Board Meeting. 
     MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
MOTION by Zoner, second by Gotts to approve the minutes of February 18, 2003, Joint 
DDA and Planning Commission Meeting, as amended. 
     MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
Note:  The March 19, 2003 Joint Educational Meeting was cancelled and has not been 
rescheduled. 
 
ITEM 1: Public Comment 
No public comments were received 
 
ITEM 3 Attorney Update 
(Out of Order) 
 
Tom Rauch, DDA Attorney, discussed the Citizen Council, its purpose, appointment, and 
advisory capacity, stating the committee exists for statutory reasons. 
 
The Citizens Council was introduced to the DDA Board. 
 
The process for the creation of the Third Amended Plan was explained by DDA Attorney 
Pat Paruch. 
 
ITEM 2: Consent Agenda 
 
MOTION by Zoner, second by Lublin to approve for receipt and filing the Treasurer’s 
Report for February 2003.  
      MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
MOTION by Zoner, second by Gotts to approve the warrants as presented. 
 

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
 ITEM 4: Engineer’s Update: 
 
Loren Crandell of Giffels Webster stated that the engineers are working on the plan for 
Haggerty Road between Pontiac Trail and the rail road tracks which are the first phase of 
the road improvement.  They are also in the process of updating the traffic study which is 
almost completed 
The next process for the Haggerty Road Improvement Project is to present the plan to the 
Road Commission of Oakland County for acceptance and then proceed to full scale 
design. 
 
ITEM 5: Director’s Report  

A. Dick Morris resignation 
MOTION by Zoner, second by Lublin to accept the resignation of Dick Morris as 
presented.      MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 



B. Douglas Lanni appointment 
MOTION by Zoner, second by Gotts, to recommend to the Township Board the 
appointment of Douglas Lanni to the DDA. 
     MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
ITEM 6: Tentative Executive Session 
 
MOTION by Zoner, second by Gotts to enter into executive session for the purpose of 
the discussion of the purchase of property 
ROLL CALL VOTE: 
AYES:  Shimmin, Long, Lublin, Zoner, Motz, Marotta, Kirkwood, Gotts 
NAYES: 
ABSENT: Levine 
Entered into Executive Session at 1:15 p.m. 
Returned to Regular Session 2:30 p.m. 
  
MOTION by Zoner, second by Gotts to authorize the DDA Attorney and the DDA 
Director to proceed with preparation of an amendment to the DDA District and DDA 
Development area.   
ROLL CALL VOTE: 
AYES: Shimmin, Gotts, Lublin, Zoner, Motz, Long, Marotta, Kirkwood  
NAYS:  None 
ABSENT: Levine, Morris 

       
  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 
MOTION by Zoner, second by Gotts to approve an Agreement between Commerce 
Township and the DDA with regard to HCMA Property. Indicating the Township and the 
DDA to work together for a common goal. 
      MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
MOTION BY Zoner, Second by Lublin allowing member Motz to abstain from vote. 
      MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
MOTION by Zoner, second by Lublin to adjourn.  Motion carried unanimously.  Meeting 
adjourned at 2:50 p.m. 
 
Sandra S. Abrams, Clerk 
Charter Township of Commerce 
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