
 
CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF COMMERCE 

REGULAR BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING 
Tuesday, August 14, 2007 

2840 Fisher Avenue 
Commerce Township, Michigan 48390 

 
 
CALL TO ORDER: Supervisor Thomas Zoner called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and 
introduced the members of the Board. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO FLAG 
 
ROLL CALL:  Present: Thomas K. Zoner, Supervisor  
  Sandra Abrams, Clerk  
 Debra Kirkwood, Trustee  
 Daniel Munro, Trustee 
 Rick Sovel, Trustee 
 
                        Absent: Susan Gross, Treasurer 
 Robert Long, Trustee 
 
 Also Present: Jay James, Giffels-Webster Engineers  
  Loren Crandall, Giffels-Webster Engineers 

Hans Rentrop, Adkison-Need 
Linda Mayer, Adkison-Need 

   
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
MOTION by Abrams, supported by Kirkwood, to approve the Regular Township Board Meeting 
Minutes of July 10, 2007, and the Discussion Meeting Minutes of July 24, 2007, as submitted. 

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

 
PRESENTATIONS: 
 
Dr. Andrew Berry (out of order) 
 
MOTION by Munro, supported by Sovel, to approve the Resolution honoring Dr. Berry for his 
dedication and service as a physician and for his continual efforts to preserve and protect the 
Township’s historical interests. 

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
 
Rotary Club Presentation to Fire Department 
Jay James, member of Lakes Area Rotary Club, PILOT Program; presented donation to the 
Commerce Township Fire Department. 
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ITEM 1:8-14 APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
MOTION by Abrams, supported by Kirkwood, to approve the Agenda with the following 
additions:  move Item 12B, Haven Manor Development- PILOT Proposal Program, to 
Presentations.           

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
 
ITEM 2:8-14 PUBLIC COMMENTS 
None 
 
 
ITEM 3:8-14  PUBLIC HEARINGS 
A.  Wildwood Commons Off-Site Sewer SAD- Roll 
 
Supervisor Zoner opened the Public Hearing. 
No one present had any comments or objections. 
Supervisor Zoner closed the Public Hearing. 
 
MOTION by Abrams, supported by Sovel, to approve the Resolution Confirming Special 
Assessment Roll for the Special Assessment District Designated Wildwood Commons Off-Site 
Sewer Special Assessment District. 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE: 
AYES: Abrams, Sovel, Kirkwood, Munro, Zoner 
NAYS: None 
ABSENT: Gross, Long 

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
 
B.  Special Projects 26 – Establishment  
 
Supervisor Zoner opened the Public Hearing. 
No one present had any comments or objections. 
Supervisor Zoner closed the Public Hearing. 
 
MOTION by Abrams, supported by Sovel, to approve the Resolution of the Township Board of 
the Charter Township of Commerce Determining to Undertake an Improvement Project and to 
Establish and Maintain a Special Assessment District, to be known as Special Projects No. 26. 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE: 
AYES: Abrams, Sovel, Kirkwood, Munro, Zoner 
NAYS: None 
ABSENT: Gross, Long 

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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C.  Reed Lake Aquatic Weed Control Supplemental SAD – Establishment 
 
Supervisor Zoner opened the Public Hearing. 
No one present had any comments or objections. 
Supervisor Zoner closed the Public Hearing. 
 
MOTION by Abrams, supported by Sovel, to approve the Resolution of the Charter Township 
of Commerce to correct certain deficiencies with Its Determination to Undertake an 
Improvement Project and to Establish and Maintain a Special Assessment District, to be 
known as Reed Lake Aquatic Weed Control Special Assessment District. 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE: 
AYES: Abrams, Sovel, Kirkwood, Munro, Zoner 
NAYS: None 
ABSENT: Gross, Long 

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY  
 
 
ITEM 4:8-14  BOARD APPOINTMENTS 
A.  Planning Commission – Lawrence Haber:  Three Year Term 
 
MOTION by Kirkwood, supported by Abrams, to approve the re-appointment of Lawrence 
Haber to the Planning Commission for a 3 year term, ending August 31, 2010. 

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
 
B.  Zoning Board of Appeals – Clarence Mills: Three Year Term 
 
MOTION by Sovel, supported by Munro, to approve the re-appointment of Chairperson 
Clarence Mills to the Zoning Board of Appeals for a 3 year term, ending August 31, 2010. 

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
 
ITEM 5:8-14  CONTRACTS AWARDS AND AGREEMENTS  
A.  Wildwood Commons Off-Site Sewer SAD 
 
MOTION by Munro, supported by Abrams, to award the Wildwood Commons Off-Site Sewer 
SAD Contract to C & E Construction, as recommended by Giffels-Webster Engineers, in an 
amount not to exceed $39,320.00.          
        MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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B.  Intergovernmental Agreement –Emergency Water Connection (Wixom) 
 
MOTION by Abrams, supported by Sovel, to approve the Intergovernmental Agreement 
between the Charter Township of Commerce and the City of Wixom, to Construct Water Line 
and Emergency Water Line Connection and authorize the appropriate signatures.    

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
 

C.  Construction Manager Selection for WWTP Expansion Project 
 
MOTION by Munro, supported by Sovel, to engage in negotiations with representatives of 
Spence Brothers for a two-phase Construction Management Contract as recommended by the 
Construction Manager Selection Committee. 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE: 
AYES: Munro, Sovel, Abrams, Kirkwood, Zoner 
NAYS: None 
ABSENT: Gross, Long 

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
 
ITEM 6:8-14  INTRODUCTIONS 
None 
 
 
ITEM 7:8-14  ADOPTIONS  
A.  Twin Suns Lake Hunting Ordinance, to be known as Ordinance No. 103-07-00 
 
MOTION by Munro, supported by Kirkwood, to Adopt an Ordinance to Close Hunting to a 
Portion of Twin Sun Lakes, Located within the Charter Township of Commerce, Oakland 
County, State of Michigan, to be known as Ordinance No. 103-07-00, and publish and post 
according to law. 

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
 
ITEM 8:8-14 SITE CONDOMINIUMS AND PLATS  
None 
 
 
ITEM 9:8-14  CONSENT AGENDA  
A.  Resolutions Authorizing Purchase of Property 
B.  Resolution Authorizing Proceedings to Acquire Property 
C.  Bond Reimbursement Expectation – Wildwood Commons Sewer SAD 
D.  Budget Amendment 
E.  S.M.A.R.T. Municipal Credit Contract - 2008 
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Consent Agenda- cont’d: 
 
F.  MDNR Correspondence  
G.  Twin Suns Lake – Hunting Resolution 
 
MOTION by Abrams, supported by Munro, to approve the Resolution of the Township Board of 
the Charter Township of Commerce Consent Agenda with the removal of Item F.   
 
ROLL CALL VOTE: 
AYES: Abrams, Munro, Sovel, Kirkwood, Zoner 
NAYS: None 
ABSENT: Gross, Long     

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
 

F.  MDNR Correspondence 
No Action Taken 
 
 
ITEM 10:8-14  PURCHASES 
None 
 
 
ITEM 11:8-14  OLD BUSINESS 
None 
 
 
ITEM 12:8-14  NEW BUSINESS  
A.  Seeley Creek Study Proposal 
 
MOTION by Kirkwood, supported by Abrams, to approve the Geomorphic Monitoring of Seeley 
Creek Phase I, in an amount not to exceed $40,000.00. 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE: 
AYES: Kirkwood, Abrams, Zoner 
NAYS: Sovel, Munro 
ABSENT: Gross, Long 
        MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
 
B.  Haven Manor Development – PILOT Program Proposal 
See Presentations 
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C.  Parks and Cemetery Maintenance 
 
MOTION by Zoner, supported by Abrams, to approve grading of the Parks and Cemeteries, 
$2940.00 to come from Cemetery fund; $31,240.00 to come from the Building Improvement 
Tornado Siren Fund. 
        MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
 
D.  Library Expansion (out of order) 
 
MOTION by Abrams, supported by Sovel, to authorize Library Design Associates to develop a 
plan for reconfiguration of current space and produce detailed floor plans, to be reviewed by 
the Library Advisory Board, authorize appropriate signatures and bring back to the Township 
Board for approval, in an amount not to exceed $10,000.00. 

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
 
ITEM 13:8-14  EXECUTIVE SESSION 
None 
 
ITEM 14:8-14  ORDERS - See Hard Copy 
 
MOTION by Abrams, supported by Sovel, to approve the orders with add ons. 
        MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
 
ITEM 15:8-14  OTHER MATTERS 
 
MOTION by Sovel, supported by Abrams, to approve the Resolution of the Township Board of 
the Charter Township of Commerce Supporting the Commerce Township Downtown 
Development Authority Martin Parkway Project. 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE: 
AYES: Sovel, Abrams, Zoner, Kirkwood, Munro 
NAYS: None 
ABSENT: Gross, Long 
        MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
 
MOTION by Abrams, supported by Kirkwood, to approve the use of Tri-Party monies for the 
Union Lake Road Improvement Project in an amount of $333,333.33.  
        MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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ITEM 16:8-14  ADJOURNMENT 
 
MOTION by Abrams, supported by Sovel, to adjourn the meeting at 9:05 p.m.   
        MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
______________________________ 
Sandra Abrams, CMC 
Clerk, Charter Township of Commerce  
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