
CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF COMMERCE 
REGULAR BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING 

Tuesday, January 10, 2006 
2840 Fisher Avenue 

Commerce Township, Michigan 48390 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER: Supervisor Thomas Zoner called the meeting to order at 7:00 
p.m. and introduced the members of the Board. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO FLAG 
 
ROLL CALL:  Present: Thomas K. Zoner, Supervisor  
  Sandra Abrams, Clerk  
 Susan Gross, Treasurer   
 Debra Kirkwood, Trustee  
 Robert Long, Trustee  
 Daniel Munro, Trustee (Arrived at 7:05 P.M.) 
 Rick Sovel, Trustee 
 
                       Also Present: Phillip Adkison, Township Attorney 
  Loren Crandell, Giffels-Webster Engineers  

Jay James, Giffels-Webster Engineers  
Christina Michaels, Township Attorney 
Kathleen Bartoluzzi, Planning Director 

 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
MOTION by Abrams, supported by Gross, to approve the Regular Township 
Board Meeting minutes of December 13, 2005  Regular Township Board Meeting 
minutes, with the correction on Page 1, change the word “Nay” to “Aye”.   
      MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
PETITION 
Special Projects No. 24 Special Assessment District Intention Resolution 
 
MOTION by Gross, supported by Kirkwood, to approve the Adoption of the 
Resolution of the Township Board of the Charter Township of Commerce, 
Tentatively Declaring its Intention to Establish a Special Assessment District 
Special Projects No. 24, as presented.  Resolution attached. 

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

DIRECTOR REPORTS: 
 
Joseph Schornack, Fire Chief  
Lt. Dennis Davis, Oakland County Sheriff’s Department  
Jeffrey Bowdell, Building-Zoning Director 
Kathleen Pogarch, Assessing Director  
Eric Seuss, Library Director 
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Emily Dubey, Richardson Senior Center Interim Director 
Kelly Knight, Deputy Supervisor 
Jay James, Giffels-Webster Engineering Report  
Kathleen Bartoluzzi, Planning Director 
David Law, State Representative 
 
ITEM 1:1-10 APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
MOTION by Sovel, supported by Abrams, to approve the Agenda, with the 
following Revisions: 
Add INTRODUCTIONS as ITEM 5 – A. Amendment to Fee Ordinance 79-06-
27/Capital Charges for Sewer outside of Township and Library Fines 
Remove Item A from the Consent Agenda Regarding Library Fines 
ITEM 9: OLD BUSINESS, A. Executive Session, B. Wynn Berry, DDA Director, 
DDA Area- tabled 12-13-05, and C. Architect for Links of Pinewood; 
ITEM 10, NEW BUSINESS - D. Budget Amendment for Rouge River Watershed 
($528.00);  
All subsequent ITEMS to fall into numeric progression accordingly.  

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

ITEM 2:1-10 PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
Mr. Dan Chad of 8985 Clubwood, gave a personal editorial of misappropriation of 
funds and/or unauthorized use of funds by the Township.  Requests immediate 
suspension of Wynn Berry.  He asks for a full accounting record to be open for 
public record.  Contacted two reporters and the Prosecuting Attorney’s Office for 
an investigation.  Expects an answer by the next Township Board meeting. 
 
Mr. Gary Hooverson of 3163 Ridgemont, asks if Commerce Township has ever 
applied for the Wireless Internet Program on test basis as advertised in 
Newspaper?  
 
Thomas Zoner, Supervisor delays further public comments until the report in 
PUBLIC HEARINGS. 
 
 
ITEM 3:1-10 PUBLIC HEARINGS  

 
A. Mt. Royal Polvadera/Creedmore Bridge Special Assessment District 

Resolution 
 
Jay James, Giffels-Webster Engineer, gave history of project.   
 
Thomas Zoner, Supervisor resumes PUBLIC COMMENTS. 
 
Township residents respond. 
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Mr. Paul Hamilton of 4679 Camelina, asks the costs the residents incurred in the 
overage of the assessment.   
 
Mr. Jim Cooligan of 2010 Ridgemont, comments the portion of overage, caused 
by the contractors, should not be incurred by the residents. 
   
Mr. Cary Barwick of 790 Sherbrooke, agrees with Mr. Cooligan. States he was 
informed by the Contractor and the Township that the job was to be done on a 
“Gross Cost” Contract with no cost overruns.  
 
Mr. Gary Hooverson of 3163 Ridgemont, asks about what happened to the other 
bridge? 
  
Mr. Seymour Davis of 1030 Ridgemont, asks why the residents have to incur the 
cost for the Contractors not following through in core boring samples?  
 
Mr. Jack Holden of 4293 Creedmore, comments the bridge looks great, a real 
asset to the community.  It is safer, has sidewalk and railings. The project came 
out very well.   He adds a smaller company might have bailed out.   
 
Mr. Joe McCuster of 261 Foxbury, questions the Board why he was charged a 
double assessment when one of his lots is small and non-buildable.  He protests 
the assessment for a lot that has no real value, believes he was charged double. 
 
Ms. Christy Yee of 230 Wakefield, comments her Subdivision Membership Fees 
of $30 per year, for the last seven years, should be applied to the assessment to 
offset her costs. 
  
Mr. George Lodge of 876 Ridgemont, comments on draining problems and 
standing water at the east side of the bridge and north west side of sewer drain.  
 
Mr. Loren Crandall, Griffels-Webster Engineer states a law regarding “Soil 
Changes” Contracts should require a clause for “extra charge/cost” caused by 
soil changes and the need for additional soil boring.   
 
 
Incoming Letters of Protest. 
 
Joan Cooke, 877 N. Commerce Rd. 
Lorraine Halworth, 627 Sherbooke.   
Mary Hering, 4828 Halberd  
Kathy Beam, 450 Creedmore 
Al Szymanski, 723 Sherbrooke  
Ken and Ilene Reshe, P.O. Box 1119 Garden City, MI 48136 
Gary Hooverson, 3163 Ridgemont  
A.M. Kowal (Lot 3 Block 20) 
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MOTION by Sovel, supported by Munro, to transfer $4200.00 of the Sewer Fund 
to reduce the balance of the assessment.  
 
ROLL CALL VOTE: 
AYES: Sovel, Munro, Kirkwood, Abrams, Gross, Zoner  
NAYS: Long  

  MOTION CARRIED 
   

 
MOTION by Sovel, supported by Gross, to approve the Resolution reflecting a 
$4200.00 credit from the Sewer Fund and the final assessment amount 
recalculated.  
 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE: 
AYES: Sovel, Gross, Munro, Kirkwood, Abrams, Zoner 
NAYS: Long 

MOTION CARRIED 
      
 
ITEM 4: 1-10 CONTRACT AWARDS AND AGREEMENTS 
 
A. Cleaning Contract Award   
 
MOTION by Long, supported by Sovel, to table the Cleaning Awards. 

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
 
B. Tri-party program 2006  
Thomas G. Noechel, Programming Supervisor,  
 
MOTION by Gross, supported by, Kirkwood to participate in Tri-Party Program of 
2006. 

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

 
C. Byers Demolition  

 
MOTION by Gross to accept the lowest bid and if contractors unable to comply 
accept the next lowest bidder.  Award the Byers Home Demolition Contract to  
American Recycling at the cost of $9600.00 

MOTION DIED LACK OF SUPPORT 
 
MOTION by Sovel, supported by Kirkwood, to accept the lowest bid of $9600.00 
from American Recycling, 1255 South Hospital Road, Waterford, MI for Byers 
Demolition Contract. 

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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MOTION by Sovel, supported by Long, to request the Township Attorney to draft 
a new clause in the current bidding contracts that would standardize the 
language obligating prospective bidders to pay the difference from the highest 
bidder by default.  
 
ROLL CALL VOTE: 
 
AYES:  Sovel, Long, Munro, Abrams, Gross, Zoner, Kirkwood 
NAYS:  

MOTION CARRIED 
 
 

A. Heliport Agreement with Huron Valley-Sinai Hospital  
Philip Adkison, Township Attorney explains.   
Joseph Schornack, Fire Chief comments. 
 

MOTION by Abrams, supported by, Zoner to table the Heliport Agreement with 
Huron Valley-Sinai Hospital. 

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

ITEM 5: 1-10 INTRODUCTIONS 
B. Amendment to Ordinance No. 79, the Charter Township of 

Commerce Fee Ordinance, to amend Section 23.4 D, Sewer 
Charges, and Section 31 Miscellaneous Fees, to Set Forth New 
fees and Related Charges of Ordinance No. 79, to be known as 
Ordinance No. 79-06-27. 

 
MOTION by Abrams, supported by Munro, to introduce and Amendment to 
Ordinance No. 79, to Amend Section 23.4D, Sewer Charges Outside the 
Township and Section 31 Miscellaneous Fees for Library Fines, to be known as 
Ordinance 79-06-27 and to give publication in the manner prescribed by law and 
bring back for adoption. 

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
ITEM 6: 1-10 ADOPTIONS 
 

A.  Amendment to Ordinance No. 55, the Charter Township of 
Commerce Zoning Ordinance, Article II and Article XIII Dry Cleaning 
Establishments, Dry Cleaning Plants – Restricted General Business 
Districts, to be known as Ordinance No. 55-05-181. 

 
MOTION by Munro, supported by Abrams, to Adopt the Amendment to the 
Charter Township of Commerce Zoning Ordinance No. 55, Article II and Article 
XIII Dry Cleaning Plants – Restricted General Business Districts, to be known as 
Ordinance No. 55-05-181 and publish according to law. 

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

B.  Amendment to Zoning Ordinance No 55, The Charter Township of 
Commerce Zoning Ordinance, to rezone 1106 Oakley P, north side of 
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Oakley Park, east of Fisher, from B-2 (Community Business) to R-1D 
(Single Family Residential, to be known as Ordinance 55-05-183. 

 
MOTION by Munro, supported by Abrams to adopt the Amendment to the 
Charter Township of Commerce Zoning Ordinance No. 55, to Rezone 1106 
Oakley Park, north Side of Oakley Park, east of Fisher from B-2 (Community 
Business) to R-1D (Single Family Residential), to be known as Ordinance 55-05-
183 and publish according to law. 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE: 
AYES: Munro, Abrams, Long, Sovel, Gross, Zoner 
NAYS: Kirkwood 

MOTION CARRIED 
 

C. An Amendment to Ordinance No 55, the Charter Township of 
Commerce Zoning Ordinance, to rezone the existing R-2A and R-2B 
Zone Districts to the New R-2, Two Family Residential Designation, 
to be known as Ordinance 55-05-184. 

 
MOTION by Munro, supported by Abrams, to adopt the Amendment to the 
Charter Township of Commerce Zoning Ordinance No. 55, to rezone the Existing 
R-2A and R-2B Zone Districts to the New R-2, Two Family Residential 
Designation, to be known as Ordinance 55-05-184 and publish according to law. 

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

ITEM 7: 1-10 CONSENT AGENDA RESOLUTION 
 

B. Approve Meeting Venue Change as recommended by Library 
Advisory Board. 

 
MOTION by Abrams, supported by Gross, to approve Meeting Venue Change as 
recommended by Library Advisory Board. 

 
ROLL CALL VOTE: 
AYES:  Abrams, Gross, Long, Sovel, Munro, Kirkwood, Zoner 
NAYS: 

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
ITEM 8: 1-10 PURCHASES 

A. Fire Department Purchase of Bed Sets for Fire Stations 
 

Joe Schornack, Fire Chief was present and requests to purchase six new bed 
frames, headboards, mattress and box springs for the Fire Stations. 
 
MOTION by Munro, supported by Abrams, to approve the Fire Department’s 
purchase of new headboards and frames from Mattress’ & More and the 
mattresses and box springs from Costco. Cost not to exceed $3000.00. 
       MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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ITEM 9: 1-10 OLD BUSINESS 

 
A. Executive Session 

 
MOTION by Abrams, supported by Gross, to enter into Executive Session for the 
discussion of the Purchase of Property. 
 
Executive Session:         9:04 p.m. 
Returned to Regular Session:  9:50 p.m. 
 

B. Wynn Berry, Downtown Development Authority Director 
 Expansion of DDA Area – Tabled 12-13-05. 
C. Architect for Links Of Pinewood 
No Action Taken 

 
 
ITEM 10: 1-10 NEW BUSINESS 
 

A. Additional Library Employee 
No Action Taken 

 
B. Liquor License Transfer – Union Lake Golf Course 

MOTION by Abrams, supported by Gross, to table the Liquor License Transfer. 
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

C. Resolution – Water and Sewer Rates 
MOTION by Gross, supported by Abrams, to approve the Resolution 
regarding the Water and Sewer Rates for the Charter Township of Commerce 
and to forward the Resolution to the Detroit City Council and the City of 
Detroit Water and Sewage Department. 

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

D. Budget Amendment for Rouge River Watershed - $528.00 
No Action Taken 

 
ITEM 11: 1-10 ORDERS 
 
MOTION by Abrams, supported by Gross to Approve the Orders with the 
following Add-Ons. 

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
 
 
 
ITEM 12: 1-10 OTHER MATTERS TO COME BEFORE THE BOARD 
None 
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ITEM 13: 1-10 ADJOURNMENT 
 
MOTION by Zoner, supported by Abrams, to adjourn the meeting at 10:28 p.m. 
      MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
 
______________________________ 
Sandra Abrams, CMC 
Clerk, Charter Township of Commerce  
 
 
 
 
 


