
 
CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF COMMERCE 
SPECIAL BOARD OF TRUSTEES AND  

PARKS AND RECREATION COMMITTEE MEETING 
Tuesday, August 16, 2005 

2840 Fisher Avenue 
Commerce Township, Michigan 48390 

 
CALL TO ORDER: Supervisor Thomas Zoner called the Township Board meeting to 
order at 7:00 p.m. and introduced the members of the Board. 
 
Supervisor Zoner requested the Chairperson of the Parks and Recreation Committee to 
call the Committee to order.  A quorum of the Committee was present 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO FLAG 
 
ROLL CALL:  Present: Thomas K. Zoner, Supervisor  
  Sandra Abrams, Clerk  
 Rick Sovel, Trustee 
 Debra Kirkwood, Trustee  
 Robert Long, Trustee  
 Daniel Munro, Trustee 
  
  Absent: Susan Gross, Treasurer  
 
Also Present: Commerce Township Parks & Recreation Committee 
 Tim Wichert, Chairperson 
 Michelle Holmes, Secretary 
 Bill Petch, Member 
 Mary Stone, Member 
 Barb Garbutt, Member 
 
Also Absent: Joel Sharpe, Member 
 
 
Item 1:  Presentation by Beckett and Raeder for Dodge Park #5 Master Design Plan  
Question and Answer period followed. 
 
Item 5:  Byers Business Plan (out of order) 
 
Presentation given by Michelle Holmes depicting the Parks and Recreation Committee’s 
Recommendation for a Byer’s Business Plan. 
Question and Answer period followed. 
 
MOTION by Sovel, second by Abrams to accept Byers Business Plan as Presented. 
 MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
ITEM 6  Parks and Open Space budget for 2005 and  
ITEM 7: Parks and Recreation 10 year Budget Projection 
 
 



 
MOTION by Sovel, second by Abrams to remove Item 6 from the table. 
  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
Discussion of the Budget and budget Projection between the Parks and Recreation 
Committee and the Township Board. 
 
MOTION by Sovel, second by Munro to approve as presented the Budget Projection 
dated August 2, 2005, as presented. 
  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
ITEM 2:  Consultant for Master Design Plan for Dodge Park #5 
(out of order) 
MOTION by Abrams, second by Sovel to approve consultants Beckett & Raeder for 
master Design Plan for Dodge Park 5, contingent upon Beckett & Raeder presenting a 
contract for services to the Township, for review, and that said contract will contain a not 
to exceed figure of $16,300. 
  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
 
ITEM 3:  Environmental Test Results – Review of Byer’s Residential Home 
(out of order) 
 
MOTION by Sovel, second by Munro to authorize the Supervisor to go out for bids for the 
demolition of a hazardous building, and collect all keys and board up the building. 
 
Discussion on the Motion:  Will also check for asbestos during this process 
 
Parks and Recreation Committee adjourned at 9:25 pm 
 
ITEM 8:  Resolution authorizing approval of agreement to Transfer Authority to Acquire 
Property Interests to the Charter Township if Commerce for the Benstein Low Pressure 
Sanitary Sewer Extension Project. 
 
MOTION by Munro, second by Kirkwood, to approve the resolution authorizing approval 
of the agreement to transfer authority to acquire property interests to the Charter 
Township of commerce for the Benstein Low Pressure Sanitary Sewer Extension Project. 
 
  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
ITEM 9:  Resolution of the Township Board of the Charter Township of Commerce 
authorizing Proceedings to Acquire Easement Interests in the Benstein Low Pressure 
Sanitary Sewer Extension Project. 
 
MOTION by Munro, second by Abrams, to approve the Resolution of the Township Board 
of the Charter Township of Commerce authorizing Proceedings to Acquire Easement 
Interests in the Benstein Low Pressure Sanitary Sewer Extension Project. 
  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
ITEM 10:  Township Identification Badges 
 



MOTION by Sovel, second Munro to deny the request for metal badges, and not to return 
to Township Board again. 
ROLL CALL VOTE: 
AYES:  Zoner, Kirkwood, Sovel, Long 
NAYS:  Abrams, Munro 
ABSENT; Gross 
  MOTION CARRIED 
 
ITEM 11:  Electrician Per Diem Wages 
 
MOTION by Munro, second by Sovel to approve as recommended the Electrician Per 
Diem wages. 
ROLL CALL VOTE: 
AYES:  Zoner, Sovel, Munro 
NAYS:  Abrams, Long, Kirkwood 
ABSENT;  Gross   MOTION FAILED 
 
 
MOTION by Abrams, second by Munro to adjourn.  Motion carried.   Meeting Adjourned 
at 9:50 p.m. 

 
Sandra S. Abrams, CMC 
Clerk, Charter Township of Commerce     
 
 
 
 
 
 


