
 

 
CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF COMMERCE 

REGULAR BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING 
Tuesday, February 8, 2005 

2840 Fisher Avenue 
Commerce Township, Michigan 48390 

 
 
CALL TO ORDER: Supervisor Thomas Zoner called the meeting to order at 7:00 
p.m. and introduced the members of the Board. 
 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO FLAG 
 
 
ROLL CALL:  Present: Thomas K. Zoner, Supervisor  
  Sandra Abrams, Clerk  
 Susan Gross, Treasurer  
 Debra Kirkwood, Trustee  
 Daniel Munro, Trustee (arrived 7:05 p.m.) 
 Rick Sovel, Trustee 
 
                        Absent: Robert Long, Trustee  
  
 Also Present: Jay James, Giffels-Webster Engineers 
  Phillip Adkison, Township Attorney 
 
   
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
MOTION by Sovel, supported by Abrams, to approve the Regular Township 
Board Meeting minutes of January 11, 2005 and the Special Joint Education 
Meeting minutes of January 24, 2005, as written.      

   MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
COMMUNICATIONS:  
Received and filed 
 
 
PRESENTATIONS: 
Fred Trott, Paid On Call Firefighter 
 
MOTION by Sovel, supported by Gross, to approve the Resolution honoring Fred 
Trott for serving the Charter Township of Commerce as a paid on call Firefighter 
for twenty-five years.     MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY  
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DIRECTOR REPORTS: 
Lt. Dennis Davis, Oakland County Sheriff’s Department  
Todd Martin, Fire Marshall  
Joseph Schornack, Fire Chief (absent) 
Kathleen Bartoluzzi, Interim Planning Director  
Jeffrey Bowdell, Building-Zoning Director 
Kathleen Pogarch, Assessing Director  
Kelly Knight, Senior and Community Services Director 
Jay James, Giffels-Webster Engineering Report 
 
 
ITEM 1:2-8 APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
MOTION by Gross, supported by Abrams, to approve the Agenda with the 
following additions: Item 11 F. Library Newsletter and Item 10 H. Purchase of 
Election Equipment.    MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
 
ITEM 2:2-8 PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Glen Short, 5140 Driftwood Drive, on behalf of Lake Sherwood Association.  He 
thanked Denny Davis for coming out to talk to the Association regarding a recent 
burglary in the neighborhood.   Additionally, he thanked Jeff Bowdell regarding 
issues the Association had with a builder.   
 
 
ITEM 3:2-8 BOARD APPOINTMENTS  
A.  Timothy Wichert, Parks and Recreation Committee, 4 Year Term Ending 
February 8, 2009. 
 
MOTION by Zoner, supported by Gross, to reappoint Timothy Wichert to the 
Parks and Recreation Committee for a 4 Year Term Ending February 8, 2009. 
 
Kelly Knight thanked Mr. Wichert for taking over the Chairperson position and 
working with her on important issues. MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
 
ITEM 4:2-8 PUBLIC HEARINGS 
None 
 
 
ITEM 5:2-8 CONTRACTS AWARDS AND AGREEMENTS  
None 
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ITEM 6:2-8 INTRODUCTIONS 
A. An Amendment to the Charter Township of Commerce Zoning 

Ordinance No. 55, a Text Amendment for Signage on a Multi-Tenant 
Building, to be known as Ordinance 55-05-170. 

 
MOTION by Munro, supported by Gross, to approve the Introduction of Z 04-15 
An Amendment to the Charter Township of Commerce Zoning Ordinance No. 55, 
a Text Amendment for Signage on a Multi-Tenant Building, to be known as 
Ordinance 55-05-170 and publish and post in the manner prescribed by law and 
bring back for Adoption at the next regular scheduled Township Board Meeting. 

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
 
ITEM 7:2-8 ADOPTIONS  
A.  An Amendment to the Charter Township of Commerce Zoning 
Ordinance No. 55, to Rezone Property Currently Zoned Single Family 
Residential, located at 2453 & 2481 Union Lake Road and 8154 Willow Road 
to Office, to be known as Ordinance 55-05-169. 
 
MOTION by Munro, supported by Gross, to approve the Adoption of Z 04-14 An 
Amendment to the Charter Township of Commerce Zoning Ordinance No. 55, to 
Rezone Property Currently Zoned Single Family Residential, located at 2453 & 
2481 Union Lake Road and 8154 Willow Road to Office, to be known as 
Ordinance 55-05-169. and publish and post in the manner prescribed by law. 

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
 
ITEM 8:2-8 SITE CONDOMINIUMS AND PLATS  
None 
 
 
ITEM 9:2-8 CONSENT AGENDA  
A. Waiver of Late Penalty Charges for all Eligible Citizens 
B. Confirm Union Negotiator Contract (Tabled 1-11-05) 
C. Confirm Library Consultant Contract (Tabled 1-11-05) 
 
MOTION by Munro, supported by Gross to remove Item B & C from the table. 
      MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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ITEM 9:2-8 CONSENT AGENDA (continued) 
 
MOTION by Gross, supported by Abrams, to approve the Resolution of the 
Township Board of the Charter Township of Commerce Approving Consent 
Agenda with the removal of Item B.        
 
ROLL CALL VOTE: 
AYES: Gross, Abrams, Sovel, Munro, Kirkwood, Zoner 
NAYS:  
ABSENT: Long    MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
B.  Confirm Union Negotiator Contract  
Kirkwood - Would like the summary of hours worked approved by the Township 
Supervisor and the Township Board.  Supervisor Thomas Zoner can give a 
monthly report to the Township Board on the hours worked. 
 
MOTION by Gross, supported by Abrams, to approve the Charter Township of 
Commerce Contract Negotiation Services Agreement with clarification that the 
hourly rate is for services performed at the Township and would not include travel 
time.      MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
 
ITEM 10:2-8 PURCHASES 
A. Mower for Maintenance Department 
B. Power Washer for Maintenance Department 
C. Clothing for Maintenance Department 
D. Weed Whip for Maintenance Department 
E. Battery Charger for Maintenance Department 
F. Ladder for Maintenance Department 
G. Vehicle Purchase Using State of Michigan Purchase Program 
 
MOTION by Munro, supported by Sovel, to continue using the Purchasing Policy 
and allow the Township Supervisor to purchase items under $1,000.00, items 
between $1,000.00 to $1,500.00 shall require at least two bids and be approved 
by the Township Supervisor, items over $1,500.00 shall require at least three 
bids and be approved by the Township Board of Trustees.     
 
Discussion - Should the Township Clerk and Treasurer be included in the 
approval process of items under $1,500.00? 
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ITEM 10:2-8 PURCHASES (continued) 
 
Amendment to the Original Motion: 
MOTION by Munro, supported by Sovel, to amend the Motion changing approval 
by the Township Supervisor to include the Township Clerk and Township 
Treasurer on all items not requiring Township Board approval.     

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
Vote on the Original Motion   MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
H. Purchase of Election Equipment.  
 
MOTION by Abrams, supported by Gross, to approve the purchase of additional 
election equipment for the Clerks Department at a budgeted cost not to exceed 
$10,800.00.     MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
ITEM 11:2-8 OLD BUSINESS 
A. Richardson Senior Center Policies – Tabled 1-11-05 
This shall remain on the table. 
 
B. Community Center Appointments – Tabled 1-11-05 
This shall remain on the table. 
 
C. Emergency Preparedness – No Action Taken 1-11-05 
No action taken 
 
D. Soave Centers Consent Judgment – Tabled 1-11-05 
This shall remain on the table. 
 
E. Tuomikoski Second Amended Consent Judgment – Tabled 1-11-05 
This shall remain on the table. 
 
F. Library Newsletter 
Rick Sovel requested that the Library Newsletter have all the pertinent 
information available to the Board before it is released. 
 
ITEM 12:2-8 NEW BUSINESS  
A. Road Commission Partnership 
    
MOTION by Gross, supported by Munro, to participate with the Road 
Commission for Oakland County for a 2.4 m wide path along the West Side of 
Benstein Road at a cost up to $23,250.00.  Funds to come from the Road 
Improvement Fund and amend the budget accordingly.      
      MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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ITEM 12:2-8 NEW BUSINESS  (continued) 
 
B. Application for Grant – Emerald Ash Borer 
Kelly Knight reviewed the Application Grant.  She stated the grant is only for the 
purchase of trees. 
   
MOTION by Gross, supported by Kirkwood, to approve the application for a grant 
for Emerald Ash Borer funding.   MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
 
C. Parks and Recreation Facilities Key Policy 
    
MOTION by Munro, supported by Gross, to approve the Charter Township of 
Commerce Key Registration Policy Parks and Recreation Facilities. 

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

D. Byers Residence 
    
MOTION by Munro, supported by Zoner, to go out for bids for the demolition of 
the residence at Byers Homestead Park as recommended by the Parks and 
Recreation Committee.    MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
E. Liquor License Annual Review 
No action necessary 
    
F. Links of Pinewood Liquor License Stock Transfer 
    
MOTION by Munro, supported by Abrams, to approve the Resolution for the 
Links of Pinewood Liquor License Stock Transfer.      

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
 
ITEM 13:2:8 ORDERS 
 
MOTION by Abrams, supported by Munro, to approve the Orders with the 
following additions: 
 
Century Newspapers $     381.59 
Absopure          12.00 
Access Interactive LLC        212.50 
Accumed Billing Inc.        322.20 
Albin Business Copiers        185.10 
Benstein Liquor Shop, Inc.          28.45 
Certified Electric, Inc.        628.00 
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ITEM 13:2:8 ORDERS (continued) 
COCM        660.00 
Commerce Twp. Treasurer – Petty Cash          71.98 
Cynthia Waker        328.00 
Debra Kirkwood        444.03 
DTE Energy     1,706.37 
Dykema Gossett        173.60 
Karen Stamper          42.53 
Layton & Richardson, P.C.     3,000.00 
Lifegas LLC – Gases          51.70 
Oaktec Professional Staffing Team        504.00 
Office Express          16.45 
Radisson Plaza Hotel        343.35 
Republic Waste Services 126,033.60 
SBC/Ameritech        129.11 
SCN Communications        228.00 
Semboia        200.00 
State of Michigan      6,341.84 
State of Michigan     4,000.00 
Walled Lake Post Office        300.00 

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
 
ITEM 14:2-8 OTHER MATTERS TO COME BEFORE THE BOARD 
Jay James, Giffels-Webster Engineers gave an overview of a meeting he 
attended regarding water and sanitary sewer within the Township. 
 
Jeff Bowdell – computer bids for the library from Access.  It was the consensus of 
the Township Board to obtain another bid. 
 
Phillip Adkison, Township Attorney recommends the Township Board direct the 
Township Clerk not to accept any applications for a liquor license. 
 
MOTION by Gross, supported by Sovel, to direct the Township Clerk not to 
accept any applications for a new Class C Liquor License, suspend consideration 
of the pending application currently on file and return the application fee for the 
2005 new Class C Liquor License application filed with the Township.    
      MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
Sovel –  
• Insurance ratings. 
• Mutual Aid Agreement with Walled Lake for fire runs. 
• Should the policies for Public Hearings be printed on the agenda? 
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ITEM 14:2-8 OTHER MATTERS (Sovel - continued) 
• Received a call from an upset resident because a mobile home was being 

delivered to a piece of property in his/her subdivision.  It turned out to be a 
manufactured home.   The Township Ordinance should be reviewed because 
it allows manufactured homes. 

• Gave an overview on The Friends of Commerce Township Library.   
• Working on health insurance for Township employees. 
  
Richard Perry - Historic marker for the cemetery was delivered in January 2005 
and will be installed during a ceremony in the spring of 2005. 
 
Phillip Adkison, Township Attorney thanked the Board for their contribution to 
Hospice. 
 
 
ITEM 15:2-8 ADJOURNMENT 
 
MOTION by Munro, supported by Abrams, to adjourn the meeting at 10:15 p.m. 
      MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
______________________________ 
Sandra Abrams, CMC 
Clerk, Charter Township of Commerce  
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