
 

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF COMMERCE 
REGULAR BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING 

Tuesday, January 11, 2005 
2840 Fisher Avenue 

Commerce Township, Michigan 48390 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER: Supervisor Thomas Zoner called the meeting to order at 7:00 
p.m. and introduced the members of the Board. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO FLAG 
 
ROLL CALL:  Present: Thomas K. Zoner, Supervisor  
  Sandra Abrams, Clerk  
 Susan Gross, Treasurer  
 Debra Kirkwood, Trustee  
 Robert J. Long, Trustee  
 Daniel Munro, Trustee 
 Rick Sovel, Trustee 
 
 Also Present: Loren Crandell, Giffels-Webster Engineers 
  Christina Michaels, Township Attorney 
   
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
MOTION by Abrams, supported by Gross, to approve the Regular Township 
Board Meeting minutes of December 14, 2004, with a correction to page 2, 
Public Comments paragraph four add the name Marissa Penrod and on page 4 
remove the word “Motion” from “Motion continued”.      

   MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
COMMUNICATIONS:  
Received and filed 
 
PRESENTATIONS: 
None 
 
 
DIRECTOR REPORTS: 
Joseph Schornack, Fire Chief 
Lt. Dennis Davis, Oakland County Sheriff’s Department  
Kathleen Bartoluzzi, Interim Planning Director  
Jeffrey Bowdell, Building-Zoning Director 
Kathleen Pogarch, Assessing Director  
Kelly Knight, Senior and Community Services Director 
Jay James, Giffels-Webster Engineering Report 
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ITEM 1:1-11 APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
MOTION by Gross, supported by Sovel, to approve the Agenda with the following 
additions: Under New Business add Item 12 G Permission to Sell Computer 
Equipment.     MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
 
ITEM 2:1-11 PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Earl Whitlock 1835 Union Lake Road concerned about the name of the 
newsletter “Commerce Township Voice” in regards to the D.D.A. and concerns 
with some articles noted in the newsletter.   
 
Karin Shalleh 167 Foxbury - Citizen Group Save our Land.  She would like to see 
the property located at Wise Road remains as open space. 
 
 
ITEM 3:1-11 BOARD APPOINTMENTS  
None 
 
 
ITEM 4:1-11 PUBLIC HEARINGS 
A. Greenlawn/Commerce Low Pressure Sewer Special Assessment District 

Establishment Resolution. 
 
Jay James, Giffels-Webster Engineers gave a review. 
 
Supervisor Thomas Zoner opened the Public Hearing. 
 
Beverly Aldridge 8117 Commerce Road in favor. 
 
Supervisor Thomas Zoner closed the Public Hearing. 
 
MOTION by Gross, supported by Munro, to approve the Resolution of the 
Township Board of the Charter Township of Commerce Determining to 
Undertake an Improvement Project and to Establish and Maintain a Special 
Assessment District to Pay Costs Associated Therewith and Approving the Plans 
and Estimates of Costs Therefore, known as Greenlawn/Commerce Low 
Pressure Sewer Special Assessment District. 
  
ROLL CALL VOTE 
AYES: Munro, Gross, Kirkwood, Sovel, Long, Abrams, Zoner 
NAYS:   

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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ITEM 4:1-11 PUBLIC HEARINGS (continued) 
 
B. Greenlawn/Commerce Low Pressure Sewer Special Assessment District 

Roll Resolution. 
 
Supervisor Thomas Zoner opened the Public Hearing. 
 
No one present had any comments or objections. 
 
Supervisor Thomas Zoner closed the Public Hearing. 
 
MOTION by Munro, supported by Kirkwood, to approve the Resolution 
Confirming Special Assessment Roll for the Special Assessment District 
Designated Greenlawn/Commerce Low Pressure Sewer Special Assessment 
District. 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE 
AYES: Munro, Kirkwood, Zoner, Sovel, Long, Gross, Abrams 
NAYS:   

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
  
C. Central West Water Main Special Assessment District Establishment 

Resolution. 
 
Jay James, Giffels-Webster Engineers gave a review. 
 
Supervisor Thomas Zoner opened the Public Hearing. 
 
Jim Galbraith, Commerce Meadows Strafford Villa, in support. 
 
Supervisor Thomas Zoner closed the Public Hearing. 
 
MOTION by Gross, supported by Abrams, to approve the Resolution of the 
Township Board of the Charter Township of Commerce Determining to 
Undertake an Improvement Project and to Establish and Maintain a Special 
Assessment District to Pay Costs Associated Therewith and Approving the Plans 
and Estimates of Costs Therefore, known as Central West Water Main Special 
Assessment District. 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE 
AYES: Gross, Abrams, Sovel, Long, Munro, Kirkwood, Zoner 
NAYS:   

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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ITEM 4:1-11 PUBLIC HEARINGS (continued) 
 
D.  Central West Water Main Special Assessment District Roll Resolution. 
 
Supervisor Thomas Zoner opened the Public Hearing. 
 
No one present had any comments or objections. 
 
Supervisor Thomas Zoner closed the Public Hearing. 
 
MOTION by Gross, supported by Abrams, to approve the Resolution Confirming 
Special Assessment Roll for the Special Assessment District Designated Central 
West Water Main Special Assessment District. 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE 
AYES: Gross, Abrams, Long, Munro, Kirkwood, Sovel, Zoner 
NAYS:   

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
D. Central West Water Main Capital Charges Special Assessment District 

Establishment Resolution. 
 
Supervisor Thomas Zoner opened the Public Hearing. 
 
No one present had any comments or objections. 
 
Supervisor Thomas Zoner closed the Public Hearing. 
 
MOTION by Gross, supported by Abrams, to approve the Resolution of the 
Township Board of the Charter Township of Commerce Determining to 
Undertake an Improvement Project and to Establish and Maintain a Special 
Assessment District to Pay Costs Associated Therewith and Approving the Plans 
and Estimates of Costs Therefore, known as Central West Water Main Capital 
Charges Special Assessment District. 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE 
AYES: Gross, Abrams, Sovel, Long, Munro, Kirkwood, Zoner 
NAYS:   

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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ITEM 4:1-11 PUBLIC HEARINGS (continued) 
 
F.  Central West Water Main Capital Charges Special Assessment District 
Roll Resolution. 
 
Supervisor Thomas Zoner opened the Public Hearing. 
 
No one present had any comments or objections. 
 
Supervisor Thomas Zoner closed the Public Hearing. 
 
MOTION by Gross, supported by Abrams, to approve the Resolution Confirming 
Special Assessment Roll for the Special Assessment District Designated Central 
West Water Main Capital Charges Special Assessment District. 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE 
AYES: Gross, Abrams, Munro, Kirkwood, Long, Sovel, Zoner 
NAYS:   

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
 
ITEM 5:1-11 CONTRACTS AWARDS AND AGREEMENTS  
A. Greenlawn/Commerce Road Sanitary Sewer Special Assessment 

District Contract Award 
Jay James, Giffels-Webster Engineers gave a review. 
 
MOTION by Sovel, supported by Gross, to award the Greenlawn/Commerce 
Road Sanitary Sewer S.A.D. Contract to the low bidder, C & E Construction in 
the amount of $23,856.00.   MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 
B. Central West Water Main Special Assessment District Contract Award 
Jay James, Giffels-Webster Engineers gave a review. 
 
MOTION by Gross, supported by Abrams, to award the Central West Water Main 
S.A.D. Contract to the low bidder, Cameron Construction in the amount of 
$3,432,397.65 as recommended by the Township Engineer.    
      MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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ITEM 5:1-11 CONTRACTS AWARDS AND AGREEMENTS (continued) 
 
C. Library Architect 
Christina Michaels, Township Attorney gave a review.   
 
She stated that George Hartman, Architect, submitted a proposal for $16,750.00.  
If approved, she recommends the Board strikes Article 7, an arbitration 
agreement and make this subject clarification by the Township Attorney. 
 
MOTION by Abrams, supported by Munro, to approve the proposal submitted by 
George Hartman for $16,750.00 with the removal of Article 7 and subject to 
attorney clarification.  
 
ROLL CALL VOTE: 
AYES: Abrams, Munro, Sovel, Gross, Kirkwood, Zoner 
NAYS: Long 

MOTION CARRIED  
 
D. Library Design  
Christina Michaels, Township Attorney gave a review.  She received a proposal 
from Library Design Associates. 
 
MOTION by Abrams, supported by Munro, to approve the proposal from Library 
Design Associates. 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE: 
AYES: Abrams, Munro, Sovel, Kirkwood, Gross, Zoner 
NAYS: Long 

MOTION CARRIED  
 
E. Library Contract Manager 
Christina Michaels, Township Attorney gave a review.  She received a proposal 
from O’Brian Waterford Construction.  If approved, she recommends this be 
subject to Township Attorney approval. 
 
MOTION by Munro, supported by Gross, to approve the proposal submitted by 
O’Brian Waterford Construction, subject to the Township Attorney approval. 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE: 
AYES: Munro, Gross, Sovel, Abrams, Kirkwood, Zoner 
NAYS: Long 

MOTION CARRIED  
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ITEM 5:1-11 CONTRACTS AWARDS AND AGREEMENTS (continued) 
 
F. Library Consultant  
There is no contract available for review. 
 
MOTION by Abrams, supported by Munro, to table Library Consultant. 

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
G. Oakland County Household Hazardous Waste 
Christina Michaels, Township Attorney gave a review. 
 
MOTION by Abrams, supported by Munro, to approve the North Oakland County 
Household Hazardous Waste Interlocal Agreement between Oakland County and 
the Charter Township of Commerce subject to review and changes by the 
Township Attorney and to authorize the Township Supervisor’s signature and 
obtain the copy of the contract between the county and the vendor to determine if 
the Township should acquire additional insurance. 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE: 
AYES: Abrams, Munro, Gross, Sovel, Kirkwood, Zoner 
NAYS: Long 

MOTION CARRIED  
 
MOTION by Abrams, supported by Gross, to approve the North Oakland County 
Household Hazardous Waste Consortium Resolution and authorize the Township 
Supervisor’s signature. 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE: 
AYES: Abrams, Gross, Munro, Sovel, Kirkwood, Zoner 
NAYS: Long 

MOTION CARRIED  
 
 
ITEM 6:1-11 INTRODUCTIONS 
A. An Amendment to the Charter Township of Commerce Zoning 

Ordinance No. 55, to Rezone Property Currently Zoned Single Family 
Residential, Located at 2453 & 2481 Union Lake Road and 8154 Willow 
Road to Office, to be known as Ordinance 55-05-169. 

 
Kathleen Bartoluzzi, Interim Planning Director gave a review. 
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ITEM 6:1-11 INTRODUCTIONS (Ordinance 55-05-169 continued) 
 
MOTION by Munro, supported by Gross, to approve the Introduction of Z 04-14 
An Amendment to the Charter Township of Commerce Zoning Ordinance No. 55, 
to Rezone Property Currently Zoned Single Family Residential, Located at 2453 
& 2481 Union Lake Road and 8154 Willow Road to Office, to be known as 
Ordinance 55-05-169 and publish and post in the manner prescribed by law and 
bring back for Adoption at the next regular scheduled Township Board Meeting. 

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
 
ITEM 7:1-11 ADOPTIONS  
None 
 
 
ITEM 8:1-11 SITE CONDOMINIUMS AND PLATS  
None 
 
 
ITEM 9:1-11 CONSENT AGENDA  
A. Resolution for the Administration of Elections 
B. Resolution for a Grant Application for Election Equipment and Software 
C. Resolution Declaring Bond Reimbursement Expectation for 

Greenlawn/Commerce Sewer 
D. Resolution Declaring Bond Reimbursement Expectation for Central 

West Water Main Additional Charges 
E. Resolution Declaring Bond Reimbursement Expectation for Central 

West Water Main Capital Charges 
 
MOTION by Munro, supported by Abrams, to approve the Resolution of the 
Township Board of the Charter Township of Commerce Approving Consent 
Agenda.        
 
ROLL CALL VOTE: 
AYES: Munro, Abrams, Long, Kirkwood, Sovel, Gross, Zoner 
NAYS:  

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
 
ITEM 10:1-11 PURCHASES 
None 
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ITEM 11:12-14 OLD BUSINESS 
A. Richardson Senior Center Policies – Tabled 12-14-04 
This shall remain on the table. 
 
B. Community Center Appointments – Tabled 12-14-04 
This shall remain on the table. 
 
C. Emergency Preparedness – No Action Taken 12-14-04 
No action taken 
 
D. Township Purchasing Policy - Tabled 12-14-04 
 
MOTION by Munro, supported by Abrams, to remove Township Purchasing 
Policy from the Table.   MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
MOTION by Munro, supported by Kirkwood, to approve the Township Purchasing 
Policy and the Township Supervisor return to the Township Board with 
clarification of the sealed bid process as it relates to the Purchasing Policy.   
      MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
E. Township Planner Job Description – Tabled 12-14-04 
 
MOTION by Munro, supported by Gross, to remove Township Planner Job 
Description from the Table.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
MOTION by Munro, supported by Sovel, to approve the Township Planner Job 
Description with a change to read a valid Michigan’s driver’s license.   
      MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
F. Soave Centers Consent Judgment – Tabled 12-14-04 
This shall remain on the table. 
 
G. Tuomikoski Second Amended Consent Judgment – Tabled 12-14-04 
This shall remain on the table. 
 
H. Union Negotiator – Tabled 12-14-04 
This shall remain on the table. 
 
ITEM 12:1-11 NEW BUSINESS  
A. Parks and Recreation Committee Recommendation – Cell Tower Site 
B. Parks and Recreation Committee Recommendation – Access Road To 

Cell Tower 
Christina Michaels, Township Attorney will negotiate with the cell tower Company 
and report back to the Township Board. 
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ITEM 12:1-11 NEW BUSINESS (Cell tower continued) 
 
MOTION by Gross, supported by Abrams, to approve the Parks and Recreation’s 
recommendation to direct the Township Attorney to negotiate with the cell tower 
company on the location of the cell tower and the access road to the cell tower. 
      MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
C. Parks and Recreation Committee Recommendation – Lakes Area Hawks 

Reimbursement 
 
MOTION by Gross supported by Abrams, to approve the Parks and Recreation’s 
recommendation to reimburse the Union Lake Hawks Football for road 
improvements at Hickory Glen Park in the amount of $2,207.00.  Funds to come 
from the Parks and Recreation 2005 budget.       

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
D. Proposal for Library Newsletter 
Draft received. 
 
MOTION by Munro, supported by Sovel, to approve the recommendation to use 
Johnson Printing Services for a Library Newsletter with modifications discussed 
in an amount not to exceed $9,000.00 and a draft to be presented to the 
Township Board. 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE: 
AYES: Munro, Sovel, Abrams, Gross, Zoner 
NAYS: Long, Kirkwood 

MOTION CARRIED  
 
E. Librarian Job Description 
F. Librarian Wage Scale 
Bev Papai, Library Consultant, was present. 
 
MOTION by Munro, supported by Sovel, to approve the recommended library 
positions including Librarian 1, Technology Specialist, Library Assistant, Library 
Page and the wage scale as recommended by Bev Papai, Library Consultant 
and to direct the library consultant to advertise for these positions. 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE: 
AYES: Munro, Sovel, Long, Gross, Kirkwood, Abrams, Zoner 
NAYS:  

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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ITEM 12:1-11 NEW BUSINESS (Cell tower continued) 
 
MOTION by Sovel, supported by Kirkwood, to approve the recommended list for 
library magazine collection in an amount not to exceed $12,000.00 for the 
Commerce Township Library.  

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
MOTION by Sovel, supported by Munro, to purchase the Checkpoint Radio 
Frequency Identification System in the amount not to exceed $100,000.00 for the 
Commerce Township Library.    MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
MOTION by Sovel, supported by Munro, to initiate negotiations with Baker and 
Taylor to purchase books for the Commerce Township Library in an amount not 
to exceed $250,000.00.     MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
MOTION by Sovel, supported by Abrams, to authorize the purchase of the 
appropriate furniture and fixtures from Library Design Associates for the 
Commerce Township Library in an amount not to exceed $300,000.00.  
 
ROLL CALL VOTE: 
AYES: Sovel, Abrams, Munro, Kirkwood, Gross, Zoner 
NAYS: Long 

MOTION CARRIED  
 
G. Permission to sell computer equipment 
 
It was the consensus of the Township Board to allow the Township Supervisor to 
sell obsolete computer equipment without the hard drive.  
 
 
ITEM 14:1:11 ORDERS 
 
MOTION by Abrams, supported by Sovel, to approve the Orders with the 
following additions: 
 
Absopure $    12.00 
Absotemp Climate Control Inc.     257.26 
Access Interactive LLC     335.00 
All-Star Paper, Inc.     104.66 
Angelo’s Wholesale Supplies       87.00 
Benstein Liquor Shop, Inc.       24.92 
Crane Pumps & Systems  1,668.86 
Dubois-Cooper Associates, Inc.  5,784.60 
Home Depot Credit Services     477.92 
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ITEM 14:1:11 ORDERS (continued) 
International Code Council, Inc.     100.00 
Kevin German       14.40 
Lasalle Bank  2,609.63 
Lifegas LLC       51.70 
Livingston City Senior Nutrition Pro  2,137.80 
Marvelous Promotions, Inc.     747.30 
Mcleod USA  2,951.63 
Melvins Ace Hardware         4.38 
Metropolitan Uniform       89.98 
Murray’s Discount Auto Stores       19.98 
National City Bank     174.03 
Oakland County Treasurer’s Assoc.       40.00 
Oakland County Waste Resource  2,688.01 
Oaktec Professional Staffing Team     320.00 
OCAAO     160.00 
Republic Waste Service                        125,404.30 
SBC Ameritech       12.00 
SCN Communications  1,228.16 
Singh Home Builders  1,200.00 
Tank & Pump of Michigan, Inc.       61.86 
Lakes Area Hawks   2,207.00 
Bob Rousseaur’s Excavating 43,000.00 

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
 
ITEM 15:1-11 OTHER MATTERS TO COME BEFORE THE BOARD 
Trustee Long – Open space state land recommendation by the Parks and 
Recreation Committee.   
 
MOTION by Gross, supported by Sovel to cancel the Special Township 
Discussion Meeting scheduled for Monday, January 18, 2005. 
      MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
ITEM 13:12-14 EXECUTIVE SESSION 
Purchase of Property 
 
MOTION by Munro, supported by Gross, to enter into Executive Session for the 
purpose of discussing potential purchase of property. 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE 
AYES: Munro, Gross, Long, Sovel, Abrams, Zoner, Kirkwood 
NAYS:   

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 



 

Page 13       Tuesday, January 11, 2005 
Regular Township Board Meeting  
 
 
ITEM 13:12-14 EXECUTIVE SESSION (continued) 
 
Recess: 10: 17 p.m. 
Reconvene: 10:25 p.m. 
 
Entered into Executive Session at 10:25 p.m. 
Returned to Regular Session at 10:45 p.m. 
 
MOTION by Munro, supported by Abrams, to authorize the Township Attorney to 
pursue the purchase of property relative to the property discussed in Executive 
Session.     MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
 
ITEM 16:1-11 ADJOURNMENT 
 
MOTION by Munro, supported by Abrams, to adjourn the meeting at 10:50 p.m. 
      MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
______________________________ 
Sandra Abrams, CMC 
Clerk, Charter Township of Commerce  
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